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Paragraph 1 — ZKERE[R

I'was born in England with perfect hearing. In 1990, when I was five, my family moved to the United
States. I started getting ear infections every three months or so. We didn't have health insurance at the
time and when I got a third infection, my parents couldn't pay for the treatment. I went deaf in my right
ear and was left with 50 percent hearing in my left. Over time, my remaining hearing dropped to 20
percent, where it is today. My doctors predicted that I would be completely deaf by now, so I think I'm
doing pretty well.

Q1. When and where was Robbie born? What was his hearing condition at birth?

— He was born in England with perfect hearing — no hearing issues at all at birth.

Q2. Complete the timeline of Robbie's hearing loss:
1990 (age 5) — - - - Today:

— 1990 (age 5): moved to US, started ear infections every 3 months

— Third infection: parents couldn't pay for treatment (no health insurance)
— Right ear went deaf; left ear left with 50% hearing

— Over time: left ear dropped to 20%

— Today: 20% hearing in left ear, right ear completely deaf

Q3. Why couldn't Reobbie's parents pay for his ear treatment?

— Because the family didn't have health insurance at the time. When he got the third infection, the cost
of treatment was beyond what they could afford out of pocket.

Q4. What is the cause-and-effect chain in this paragraph? Identify at least three links.
— (1) Family moved to US - no health insurance — couldn't pay for treatment
(2) Untreated infections — progressive hearing loss (50% — 20%)
(3) Doctors predicted total deafness — but he still has 20% hearing — "I think I'm doing pretty well"

Q5. The paragraph ends with "so I think I'm doing pretty well." What does this reveal
about Robbie's attitude toward his disability?



— It reveals optimism and resilience. Instead of complaining about losing his hearing, he frames his

current condition (20% hearing) as a positive outcome compared to the doctor's prediction of total
deafness. He chooses to focus on what he still has, not what he has lost.

Q6. Why does Robbie mention his doctors' prediction that he would be "completely

deaf by now"?
— He uses the doctors' prediction as a contrast to highlight his current condition — he still has 20%

hearing, which exceeds medical expectations. This serves two purposes: (1) it shows the severity of his
condition (doctors expected total deafness), and (2) it frames his situation as a kind of victory, making

his optimism more powerful.
Q7. If you were in Robbie's situation — losing your hearing due to a treatable condition
your family couldn't afford — how would you feel? Would you be able to say "I'm doing pretty

well"? Why or why not?
— (Open answer / Discussion) Students should reflect on the gap between medical access and

outcomes, and on the psychological strength required to reframe a loss as a gain. The question
encourages empathy and self-awareness about resilience.

Q8. This paragraph is the opening of the article. Why do you think the author begins

with his medical history rather than with his DJ career?
— (Discussion) Starting with the cause of deafness establishes the central conflict of the story — a DJ

who cannot hear. It creates dramatic tension: the reader wonders how someone who lost hearing can

become a DJ. Beginning with adversity also makes the later success story more compelling and
emotionally resonant.
WBEZS] - Para. 1
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"My doctors predicted that I would be completely deaf by now, so I think I'm doing pretty well."

HZZ R : Doctors expected me to lose all hearing by this point, but I still have some — so I consider

myself fortunate.

@ BhF : ¥ T EATENEAPIC

"I went deaf in my right ear and was left with 50 percent hearing in my left."

BEEE  KWEELET , ZERET 50%K0TH.

Paragraph2 — ERExREDIkER

There was always music on in my house when I was little. I loved listening to Metallica, Led Zeppelin,
Bob Marley, Michael Jackson. My dad was a DJ, so he played disco, folk, dance, rock, and music from



other countries. For my 18th birthday, my dad asked me to deejay at the restaurant he owned. After
doing that for a few weeks, I was hooked. I wanted to learn more.

Q9. What was Robbie's home environment like regarding music?
— Music was always playing in his house. His father was a DJ who played a wide range of genres —
disco, folk, dance, rock, and international music. Robbie grew up listening to Metallica, Led Zeppelin,
Bob Marley, and Michael Jackson.

Q10. When did Robbie first try deejaying? Where and how did it happen?

— On his 18th birthday, his father asked him to deejay at the restaurant his father owned. He did it for
a few weeks and became hooked.

Q11. Why does Robbie list specific artists (Metallica, Led Zeppelin, Bob Marley,
Michael Jackson) and genres?
— The specific names show the diversity and richness of his musical upbringing. These artists span
rock, reggae, and pop — suggesting his musical taste was broad and not limited to one genre. This
detail establishes that his passion for music was deep-rooted and genuine, not a random career choice.

Q12. What is the relationship between Para. 1 and Para. 2? How do they contrast?
— Para. 1 presents loss (hearing loss), while Para. 2 presents gain (musical environment). Despite
losing his hearing, Robbie was surrounded by music from childhood. This contrast is ironic and
powerful — the very sense he was losing (hearing) was the one most cherished in his home

environment. This tension drives the entire narrative.

Q13. What does "hooked" imply about Robbie's reaction to deejaying?
— "Hooked" means he became deeply addicted or captivated. It implies an instant, powerful attraction
— not just casual interest. The word suggests that deejaying gave him something he craved, possibly a
way to reconnect with the music world that his hearing loss had threatened to take away.

Q14. Why do you think his father asked him to deejay rather than just giving him a
normal birthday gift?
— (Discussion) His father, being a DJ himself, likely recognized Robbie's musical passion and wanted
to give him a meaningful experience rather than a material gift. It may also have been a way to show
confidence in Robbie — that his hearing loss didn't disqualify him from the family trade. This act of
trust became a turning point in Robbie's life.

Q15. Robbie says "I wanted to learn more.” What does this simple sentence reveal
about his character?

— It shows curiosity, drive, and a growth mindset. Being "hooked" wasn't enough — he immediately
wanted to improve. This sentence is the bridge between passive enjoyment and active pursuit, setting
up his decision to seek professional training in Para. 3.

Q16. Describe a time when you discovered a passion "by accident” — someone gave
you an opportunity and you became "hooked." What did you do next?

— (Open answer / Discussion) Students share personal experiences of unexpected passion. The goal is
to connect Robbie's story to their own lives and reflect on how opportunities can shape life directions.
BEZRS] - Para. 2
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"After doing that for a few weeks, I was hooked."

S XL R 1 After deejaying at the restaurant for a few weeks, I became completely captivated by it.
® 1% : Why does the author mention his father was a DJ? What narrative function does this serve?

S22 % R : It explains why music was always present in his home, establishes a family connection to

the DJ world, and shows that his entry into deejaying was natural — not a random choice but an extension
of his upbringing.

Paragraph 3 — FEIfi%Z

I e-mailed DJ Shiftee, a well-known New York City DJ, when I was 25: "I know you like a challenge.
How about teaching a deaf person to deejay?" He wrote back the next day: "Challenge accepted." He
tutored me twice a week for two years, helping me develop correct technique. I practiced four hours a
day. Now when I'm performing, muscle memory takes over.

Q17. Who did Robbie contact for help? When? How did the person respond?

— He e-mailed DJ Shiftee, a well-known New York City DJ, when he was 25. DJ Shiftee wrote back
the next day accepting the challenge. He tutored Robbie twice a week for two years.

Q18. How much time did Robbie invest in practice? Calculate the total hours.
— He practiced 4 hours a day. With tutoring twice a week for two years:
» Tutoring sessions: 2 x 52 x 2 = 208 sessions
« Self-practice: 4 hours x 365 x 2 = 2,920 hours (minimum)
* Total: well over 3,000 hours in two years — approaching the "10,000-hour rule" for mastery if
sustained.

Q19. Why did Robbie frame his email as a "challenge"? What was strategic about this
approach?
— By framing it as a challenge rather than a request for pity or accommodation, Robbie appealed to DJ
Shiftee's competitive spirit and professional pride. It positioned Robbie not as a victim seeking help,
but as someone offering an interesting problem to solve. This approach shows emotional intelligence
— he knew how to motivate the person he needed.

Q20. What does "Challenge accepted” — the immediate next-day reply — tell us about
DJ Shiftee?
— It shows DJ Shiftee was confident, adventurous, and open-minded. The quick response suggests he
was intrigued rather than deterred by the idea of teaching a deaf person. It also implies he respected
Robbie's directness and saw the challenge as professionally interesting, not as charity.

Q21. What does "muscle memory takes over” mean in this context? Why is it
significant?



— It means that after extensive practice (4 hours/day for 2+ years), Robbie's hands and body could
perform DJ techniques automatically, without conscious thought. This is significant because it shows
how he compensated for hearing loss — through physical training so thorough that technique became
instinct. His body learned what his ears couldn't fully guide.

Q22. The paragraph contains specific numbers: "25," "twice a week," "two years,"

"four hours a day." Why does the author include these precise figures?
— The specific numbers serve as evidence of dedication. They transform a vague "he worked hard"
into a concrete, verifiable record of effort. The numbers also create a sense of credibility — this is not
an overnight success story, but the result of sustained, disciplined effort. The precision mirrors the

discipline itself.
Q23. Robbie was 25 when he contacted DJ Shiftee — 7 years after his first deejaying

experience at 18. What does this 7-year gap suggest?
— (Discussion) The gap suggests that Robbie didn't rush into professional training. He spent years

developing his passion independently before seeking formal mentorship. This shows patience and self-
awareness — he knew he needed more, but waited until he was ready to commit to serious training. It

also shows that dreams don't have an expiration date.
Q24. If you wanted to master a skill and could ask one expert for tutoring, how would

you write your "challenge" email? What would make it persuasive?
— (Open answer / Discussion) Students practice writing a persuasive request. Key elements: show
you've done your homework, frame the request as mutually interesting, be specific about commitment

(time, effort), and avoid sounding like you're asking for favors.

BE4>] - Para. 3
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"Now when I'm performing, muscle memory takes over."
$2ZZ R : Now during performances, my body moves automatically based on years of training — I

don't need to think about each action.

OF i1z

"He tutored me twice a week for two years, helping me develop correct technique."

SEER  WERMSIIR , FETWE , BHKEET EMNRTT.

Paragraph 4 — {EREBEN S5 HAR
When I started deejaying at clubs, I wouldn't tell the managers I was deaf. I would just show up,

introduce myself, and start playing music. At the end of the night, someone would say, "Oh, here's the
check." And I'd say, "What? Oh, I can't hear." They were always so surprised. Sometimes I would bring



doctor's notes because they wouldn't believe me. It was reassurance that they were giving me jobs
because I was good, not out of sympathy. Eventually people started calling me "that Deaf DJ," and the
name stuck.

Q25. What did Robbie do when he started deejaying at clubs? Why?

— He wouldn't tell the managers he was deaf. He would just show up, introduce himself, and start
playing. He wanted to be hired for his skills, not out of sympathy for his disability.

Q26. How did club managers react when they found out Robbie was deaf? What did
Robbie sometimes have to do?
— They were always surprised. Sometimes they wouldn't believe him, so he had to bring doctor's notes
as proof.

Q27. Why was it important for Robbie to be hired "because I was good, not out of
sympathy"?
— Because he wanted his skills to be recognized on their own merit. Being hired out of sympathy
would mean his disability, not his talent, was the reason — which would undermine his sense of
achievement and professional identity. This reflects a desire for genuine respect rather than pity.

Q28. What does the nickname "that Deaf DJ" reveal about how society labeled him? Is
it positive or negative?
— The nickname is double-edged. On one hand, it made him recognizable and memorable — "Deaf
DJ" became his brand. On the other hand, it reduced his identity to his disability: he was "deaf" first,
"DJ" second. The phrase "the name stuck" suggests he didn't choose it — society assigned it to him.
Whether he embraced it or resisted it is left ambiguous.

Q29. Analyze the dialogue in this paragraph: "Oh, here's the check." / "What? Oh, I
can't hear." What makes this exchange effective?
— The dialogue is dramatic and ironic. The manager offers payment (a moment of success — Robbie
completed the job), but Robbie's response reveals his secret. The word "Oh" appears twice — first
casual, then surprised. The exchange is effective because it compresses the entire tension of hiding a
disability into a brief, vivid moment. It also adds humor, making the serious topic accessible.

Q30. The phrase "the name stuck" is brief but powerful. What does "stuck" imply
about Robbie's relationship with the label?
— "Stuck" implies permanence — the name became attached to him whether he wanted it or not. It
suggests a loss of control over his own identity. However, the fact that he includes this detail in his
story suggests he has come to terms with it, perhaps even embraced it as part of his narrative. The word
carries both resignation and acceptance.

Q31. Do you think Robbie was right to hide his deafness from club managers? What
are the ethical and practical considerations?
— (Discussion) Arguments for: he wanted to be judged on merit, not pity; it protected his dignity.
Arguments against: it could be seen as deceptive; it created awkward moments. The question raises
broader issues about disability disclosure in the workplace — when is it an individual's right to keep
private, and when does it become a practical necessity?

Q32. Have you ever been labeled by others in a way you didn't choose? How did you
respond? Did the label eventually become empowering or limiting?



— (Open answer / Discussion) Students reflect on labels they've been given (e.g., "the quiet one," "the
smart one," "the foreign student™) and how labels shape identity. The goal is to connect Robbie's

experience with "that Deaf DJ" to their own lives.

BEZR>] - Para. 4
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"It was reassurance that they were giving me jobs because I was good, not out of sympathy."
2% R : It confirmed that I was being hired for my talent, not because people felt sorry for me.

® ffA¥PNE : Work in pairs. Student A is a club manager who just discovered Robbie is deaf. Student B
is Robbie. Act out the conversation. Try to include: surprise, disbelief, and Robbie's explanation.

Paragraph 5 — BHMARANE K

For a show, I set up one speaker facing my left side, my good ear, and make it louder all the way up. The
speakers that play the bass are on the floor behind me so I can hear some of the lower frequencies and
feel the beat in my feet. And I can feel the energy of the song and the crowd goes crazy, you feel that.
The song comes to life.
Q33. How does Robbie set up his speakers for a show? Describe the arrangement.
— He sets up one speaker facing his left side (his good ear, which has 20% hearing) and turns it up to
maximum volume. The bass speakers are placed on the floor behind him, so he can hear lower

frequencies and feel the beat through his feet.

Q34. Through which body parts does Robbie "hear" or feel the music?
— (1) Left ear — hears the music from the speaker facing it (louder volume)
(2) Feet — feels the beat and lower frequencies from the bass speakers on the floor
(3) Whole body — feels the energy of the song and the crowd's reaction

Q35. Why does Robbie put the bass speakers on the floor rather than at ear level?
— Because bass frequencies produce strong physical vibrations that travel through solid surfaces. By

placing bass speakers on the floor, Robbie can feel the low-frequency beats through his feet —
compensating for what his damaged ears can't hear. The floor becomes a secondary "ear."

Q36. What is the relationship between the speaker setup and Robbie's specific hearing

condition (20% in left ear, deaf in right)?
— The setup is precisely calibrated to his hearing profile: the left-side speaker targets his only
functioning ear, while the floor bass compensates for frequencies his ears can't process. Every element
of the setup is a direct response to his specific hearing loss pattern — it's a customized adaptation, not a

generic solution.



Q37. What does "The song comes to life" mean in this context? How does it differ from
ordinary listening?
— For most people, a song "comes to life" through the ears. For Robbie, it comes to life through a
combination of residual hearing (left ear), physical vibration (feet), and emotional energy (crowd). The
phrase suggests that his experience of music is actually more multi-sensory and immersive than

ordinary hearing — he doesn't just hear the music, he becomes part of it physically.

Q38. Notice the shift from "I" to "you" in "the crowd goes crazy, you feel that." Why
does Robbie switch to "you"?
— The shift to "you" directly involves the reader, as if saying "you would feel it too." It breaks the
boundary between narrator and audience, inviting the reader to imagine the experience. This technique
also suggests that the sensation is universal — anyone standing there would feel the energy, not just
Robbie. It makes his experience relatable rather than unique to his disability.

Q39. Robbie has turned a disability into a unique sensory experience. Can you think of
other examples where a "limitation" led to an innovative approach or new perspective?

— (Discussion) Examples: Beethoven composed while deaf; Stevie Wonder plays piano blind;
dyslexic thinkers often excel at spatial reasoning. The question encourages students to see limitations
as catalysts for creativity rather than pure obstacles.

Q40. Try the experiment Robbie describes: put on music, close your eyes, and place
your hand on a speaker. What do you notice that you normally don't when just listening?

— (Open answer / Activity) Students experience music through touch and vibration. The goal is to
realize how much information exists beyond hearing — and how much we normally ignore. This

activity directly connects to Para. 7's invitation to "cover your ears."

JES 45> - Para. 5
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"The speakers that play the bass are on the floor behind me so I can hear some of the lower frequencies
and feel the beat in my feet."

$22% R . 1 place the bass speakers on the floor behind me, which lets me pick up low frequencies
through my feet as physical vibrations.
® H[&|%%>] : Draw a diagram showing how Robbie's speaker setup works. Label: left ear, bass speakers,
floor, feet, vibration path. Compare with a partner.

Paragraph 6 — fI5tT& SR



I use software that turns the music into lines of color on a computer screen. Red is the bass, blue is
snare, green is the vocals or melody. I'm visually hearing the music. What I love about deejaying is the
creativity, what you can do with a machine, two turntables, and a mixer.

Q41. What software does Robbie use? What does it do?

— He uses software that converts music into colored lines on a computer screen. Each color represents
a different element: red = bass, blue = snare, green = vocals or melody.

Q42. Match each color to its musical element and explain why that color might have
been chosen:
— ¢ Red = bass — red is intense and powerful, matching the heavy, dominant nature of bass
* Blue = snare — blue is sharp and crisp, like the sharp hit of a snare drum
* Green = vocals/melody — green is organic and flowing, matching the human, melodic quality of

vocals
(Note: the color choices may be software defaults, but the associations are psychologically fitting.)

Q43. What does "visually hearing the music" mean? Is this a contradiction?
— It is a deliberate paradox — "visually" and "hearing" seem contradictory, but for Robbie, seeing
colors on screen IS his way of hearing. The phrase challenges the assumption that hearing must happen
through ears. It expands the definition of "hearing" to include any sensory perception of music.

Q44. How does Para. 6 extend the idea from Para. 5? What new dimension does it add?
— Para. 5 shows Robbie hearing through touch (feet/vibration) and residual hearing (left ear). Para. 6
adds a third channel: sight. Together, the two paragraphs show that Robbie has built a multi-sensory
system for music — touch, sight, and partial hearing work together. Each paragraph adds a layer,
building toward the complete picture of how he performs.

Q45. Robbie says "What I love about deejaying is the creativity, what you can do with a
machine, two turntables, and a mixer." What does this reveal about his motivation?
— His motivation is creative, not compensatory. He doesn't deejay despite being deaf — he deejays
because he loves the creative possibilities of the equipment. The listing of tools (machine, turntables,
mixer) shows he thinks of deejaying as a craft with specific instruments. His passion comes from what

he can create, not from overcoming his disability.

Q46. Why is the phrase "a machine, two turntables, and a mixer" effective? Why list
the specific equipment?
— The list makes the abstract idea of "creativity" concrete. Instead of saying "I love being creative,"
Robbie grounds it in physical tools — the reader can picture the setup. The list also shows that
creativity, for Robbie, is tied to mastery of tools: he needs to know his equipment intimately to

compensate for his hearing loss. The tools are his "ears."

Q47. Technology is central to Robbie's success — without the software, he couldn't
"visually hear." Do you think technology levels the playing field for people with disabilities, or
does it create new dependencies?

— (Discussion) Arguments for: technology compensates for biological limitations, enabling talents that
would otherwise be inaccessible. Arguments against: it creates dependency on specific tools and access
to technology (which not everyone can afford). The question connects to broader debates about
assistive technology and equity.



Q48. If you could design a device that translates one sense into another (like music into
color), what would you create? Who would it help?

— (Open answer / Creative task) Students brainstorm sensory-substitution devices. Examples:
translating touch into sound for visually impaired people, translating emotion into color for
neurodivergent individuals. The goal is to think creatively about sensory adaptation.

B S45>) - Para. 6
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"I'm visually hearing the music."
$2£% R : 1am seeing the music through colors on a screen, which functions as my way of hearing it.

® BJZE{E : Write 2-3 sentences describing how you would explain "music" to someone who has never
heard sound. Use at least two senses other than hearing.

Paragraph 7 — BE15{ALK

The next time you go dancing cover your ears, and you'll feel a little bit of how I do it. You'll start using
your other senses. You'll start seeing that you're able to hear the music in a different way. Music is not
all about hearing.

Q49. What does Robbie ask the reader to do? What does he say will happen?

— He asks the reader to cover their ears the next time they go dancing. He says they will start using
their other senses and discover they can hear music in a different way.

Q50. How many times does "you'll" appear? What effect does this repetition create?
— "You'll" appears three times: "you'll feel," "You'll start using," "You'll start seeing." The repetition
creates a sense of certainty — Robbie is confident the reader will experience what he describes. It also
creates a step-by-step progression: feel — use other senses — see differently. The repetition builds
momentum, like a set of instructions.

Q51. Why does Robbie directly address the reader here ("you")? How does this change
the text's relationship with the audience?
— Until Para. 7, the text is a first-person narrative — Robbie tells his own story. In Para. 7, he
suddenly turns to the reader and says "you." This shift transforms the reader from a passive listener to
an active participant. Robbie is no longer just sharing his experience — he's inviting the reader to share
it. It makes the message personal and immediate.

Q52. What is the logical structure of this paragraph? How does Robbie build his
argument?



— Step 1: Invitation — "cover your ears" (try the experiment)
Step 2: Prediction — "you'll feel a little bit of how I do it" (you'll understand me)
Step 3: Escalation — "You'll start using your other senses" (discovery)
Step 4: Insight — "You'll start seeing that you're able to hear the music in a different way" (paradigm
shift)
Step 5: Conclusion — "Music is not all about hearing" (universal truth)
The structure moves from action — experience — realization — principle.
Q53. "Music is not all about hearing." This is the shortest and most powerful sentence
in the paragraph. Why is it effective?
— After the detailed descriptions of speakers, vibrations, colors, and techniques in Paras. 5-6, this
single sentence distills everything into a universal truth. Its brevity gives it weight — it sounds like a
manifesto. It also subverts the reader's assumption: most people equate music with hearing, but Robbie

asserts that music transcends any single sense. It's the thesis of the entire article.

Q54. This paragraph is very short (4 sentences) compared to the detailed paragraphs
before it. Why did the author choose to keep it brief?
— The brevity mirrors the directness of the message. After detailed technical explanations (Paras. 5-6),
a short, punchy paragraph creates rhetorical impact. It also reflects the simplicity of the experiment —
just cover your ears. The short form makes the paragraph memorable and quotable, functioning as the

emotional climax of the article.

Q55. "Music is not all about hearing.” Can you apply this logic to other areas?

Complete the sentence: " is not all about ." Explain your choice.

— (Open answer / Discussion) Examples: "Education is not all about grades." "Love is not all about
words." "Success is not all about money." The exercise encourages students to transfer Robbie's insight

— that the conventional understanding of something may be too narrow — to other domains.

Q56. Actually try Robbie's experiment: cover your ears for 3 minutes while music
plays. Write down what you noticed. Did your experience of the music change?
— (Open answer / Activity) Students conduct the experiment and reflect. The goal is experiential
learning — moving from intellectual understanding to embodied experience. This activity directly

connects to the Bridge-in (Slide 5) and creates a full-circle moment.

TBS 45> - Para. 7
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"Music is not all about hearing."

$2£% 2 . Music can be experienced through senses beyond just hearing — it is a multi-sensory

experience.
® {AE : Follow the structure of Para. 7 to write a short paragraph inviting someone to experience

something familiar in a new way.
Structure: Invitation — Prediction — Escalation — Insight — Universal truth



Example: "The next time you eat, close your eyes. You'll taste flavors you never noticed. You'll start
using your other senses. Food is not all about seeing."

Paragraph 8 — IKS53E

I play all sorts of get-togethers now, from college parties to corporate events. I also go to elementary
schools for the deaf and talk to the students about motivation and believing in themselves. I'm big on
talking to the parents. I tell them, "My advice to you is to let [your kids] chase their dreams. I'm a deaf
DJ, so why not?"

Q57. What kinds of events does Robbie play now? What else does he do besides
performing?
— He plays all sorts of get-togethers — from college parties to corporate events. Besides performing,
he visits elementary schools for the deaf to talk to students about motivation and self-belief. He also
speaks to parents, encouraging them to let their children chase their dreams.

Q58. Who are the two audiences Robbie speaks to at schools? Why both?
— (1) Students at deaf schools — he shares his story as a role model, showing that deafness doesn't
limit possibilities.
(2) Parents of deaf children — he advises them to support their children's dreams.
He speaks to both because success requires support from both sides: the child needs self-belief, and the
parent needs to provide encouragement and permission. Changing only one side isn't enough.

Q59. Why does Robbie specifically go to elementary schools for the deaf rather than
general schools?

— Because deaf children are at the age when they're forming their sense of what's possible. By visiting
them early, Robbie can show them a real-life example of someone who turned deafness into a strength.
Elementary school is also when parents are most anxious about their deaf children's futures — Robbie's
visit reassures both children and parents simultaneously.

Q60. What does "I'm big on talking to the parents"” reveal about Robbie's priorities?
— "Big on" means he considers it important — he prioritizes it. This shows Robbie understands that
parents are the gatekeepers of children's dreams. A deaf child may have motivation, but if parents are
overprotective or pessimistic, the child's dreams can be stifled. Robbie targets the root cause —
parental attitudes — not just the symptoms.

Q61. Analyze the closing line: "I'm a deaf DJ, so why not?" What makes this an
effective conclusion?
— The line is powerful because it's both a statement of identity and a challenge. "I'm a deaf DJ" — he
owns both labels without apology. "So why not?" — he turns his story into a universal question: if I
can do this, what's stopping you? The rhetorical question invites the reader to examine their own
excuses. It's humble (he doesn't say "if I can do it, anyone can") yet provocative. The article ends not
with a statement but with a question — leaving the reader to answer it.

Q62. How does Para. 8 connect back to Para. 1? What is the full-circle journey?



— Para. 1: A boy loses his hearing — victim of circumstance and poverty.

Para. 8: A man uses his deafness as a platform to inspire others — agent of change.

The journey is from passive victim to active advocate. He doesn't just overcome his disability — he
transforms it into a mission. The boy who couldn't afford treatment became the man who tells parents

"let your kids chase their dreams." The circle is complete: what was taken from him (hearing) became

what he gives to others (hope).

Q63. Robbie says "let [your kids] chase their dreams." Do you think all dreams are

worth chasing? Where do you draw the line between encouragement and realism?

— (Discussion) This question pushes students beyond simple inspiration to critical thinking. While
Robbie's message is empowering, not all dreams are equally realistic or healthy. Students should
consider: When should parents encourage dreams vs. guide toward more practical paths? What's the
difference between supporting and pushing? Who decides what's "realistic"?

Q64. If Robbie visited your class, what question would you ask him? Write your

question and explain why it matters to you.
(Open answer / Discussion) Students formulate their own questions, which requires them to engage

deeply with the text and identify what resonates with them personally. The quality of the question

reveals the depth of their engagement.

BS54 - Para. 8
© WinER
a) "get-togethers" — A) BL/iEEh B) &1 C) bb3R
b) "corporate events" — A) 12\ViES) B) AB]AIX C) BMkRF
c) "motivation" — A) FJ1/3h#)l, B)1&3h C) 15K
d) "I'm big on" — A) FKIRE, B) KR K C) HEK
@ FEHR
"My advice to you is to let [your kids] chase their dreams. I'm a deaf DJ, so why not?"
2% R : 1tell parents to allow their children to pursue what they love. After all, I became a DJ

despite being deaf — so what's stopping anyone else?
® E{E : Write a short paragraph (50-80 words) answering Robbie's question: "Why not?" What dream

would you chase if nothing held you back?

RES] - 22X
I. Bf[B)Z.HEFF (Chronological Order)

Arrange the following events in chronological order. Write the correct sequence (1-8).
____Robbie's family moved to the United States.
___Robbie started getting ear infections.
____Robbie's father asked him to deejay at his restaurant.

____Robbie e-mailed DJ Shiftee for tutoring.



____Robbie started deejaying at clubs without telling managers he was deaf.
____Robbie's hearing dropped to 20 percent.

____Robbie began visiting elementary schools for the deaf.

____Robbie practiced deejaying four hours a day.

X3 :21,3,4,8,5,6,7

o

IL. i R3IEZ (Cloze)
Complete the passage with words from the text.

Robbie Wilde was born in with perfect . After moving to the US at age five, he suffered
repeated ear . Without health , his family couldn't afford treatment, and he lost hearing in
his right ear. His left ear eventually retained only percent hearing.

Despite this, Robbie grew up surrounded by . At 18, his father asked him to at his
restaurant. He was instantly . At 25, he contacted DJ in New York and trained for two

years. He learned to "hear" music through (feeling vibrations in his feet), (seeing colors on

a screen), and (feeling the crowd's energy).

Now Robbie performs at various events and visits schools to inspire deaf children and their
. His message: "I'm a deaf DJ, so 2"

SRR England, hearing, infections, insurance, 20, music, deejay, hooked, Shiftee, touch, sight, emotion,

elementary, parents, why not

IIL. ¥ (True or False)
1. ___ Robbie was born deaf in both ears. (F — born with perfect hearing)
____Robbie's father was also a DJ. (T)
____DJ Shiftee refused to teach Robbie at first. (F — accepted the challenge the next day)

2.
3.
4. ___ Robbie told club managers about his deafness before performing. (F — he didn't tell them)
5. ___ Robbie uses color-coded software to "visually hear" music. (T)

6. ___ Robbie believes music is only about hearing. (F — "Music is not all about hearing")

7.

____Robbie only performs at college parties. (F — all sorts of get-togethers, including corporate
events)

8. ___ Robbie encourages parents to let their deaf children chase dreams. (T)

IV. 11188 (Discussion)
1. What is the central message of "Deaf DJ"? Is it about disability, music, dreams, or something else?
Defend your answer with evidence from the text.

2. Robbie says "Limitations do not define you." Do you agree? Can you think of a situation where a
limitation actually defined someone in a positive way?

3. If you could interview Robbie Wilde, what three questions would you ask? Why these questions?

4. The article is written in first person ("I"). How would it be different if it were written in third person
("Robbie Wilde was born...")? Which is more effective?

5. Connect this text to the unit theme "The Pursuit of Dreams." How does Robbie's story embody or
complicate this theme?



V. E{E{£% (Writing Task)
Write a short essay (150-200 words) on one of the following topics:

Topic A: Describe a challenge you faced and how you overcame it. Use chronological order (at least 3
time-order words).

Topic B: "Music is not all about hearing." Write about something that can be experienced in more than
one way.

Topic C: Write a letter to Robbie Wilde. Tell him what you learned from his story and how it connects to
your own life.

ISR - © Z/AMFR 3 ANET(EIIRAE (when I was..., after..., eventually, now...) @ f&Z /14 personal
reflection @ V&IRIER , ZHEIEMT



witieA
ARTERRLEE 191K , SRR 4N ERMAE , BANR. LR
& F£—J= FIRE (Fact Extraction) : EMEAEEE , [%Z What/When/Who

& £ REHIHE (Causal Reasoning) : 44T Why/How , B\ {5 EBHZEXA
& £=Z REIEfE (Deep Understanding) : fiBiXE5ME. BREE. BHERE
& EZ FEE R (Evaluation & Extension) : BXZASKRR. #tFIEE  MATH%
BRFEESHS (AIDER. AERR. #hF) | RESREER.
BTiReA
ARTERRLEE 191K , SRR 41N XM , BANR. LR
& 55— 2 F3REN (Fact Extraction) : EARNEE. | [0% What/When/Who
& F "= RFRMIE (Causal Reasoning) : #3HT Why/How BA{EREEEZEXA
& £=Z REIEME (Deep Understanding) : fiBXE9ME. BREE. BHEE
& %00Z W EH (Evaluation & Extension) : BKARSFR, #FIEE. MATHE
BRFEESSHS (AIDER. AERR. #hF) |, RESREER.
L X X4

Paragraph 1 — b —

My heart went out to him. In fact, I felt so uncomfortable that I looked away. How humiliating to be in
a university registrar's office with your father taking charge.

L1353 Q1. Where is the author? What is she witnessing?

— She is standing in line at a university registrar's office, witnessing a father taking charge of his son's
registration.

L1ZE53X Q2. What are the author's three emotional reactions in this paragraph? List them in
order.

— (1) Her heart went out to him (sympathy) — (2) She felt uncomfortable — (3) She looked away
(could not bear to watch).

L2 #I% Q3. Why does the author say "How humiliating"? From whose perspective — the son's
or hers?

— From the son's perspective. The author imagines how the young man must feel — having your
father take charge in a university setting, where you are supposed to be an adult, is humiliating. The
word "humiliating" shows empathy: she feels his embarrassment vicariously.
L2 #¥ Q4. "My heart went out to him" — Why sympathy rather than pity? What's the
difference?
— Sympathy = feeling WITH someone (shared emotion); pity = feeling ABOVE someone (looking
down). The author doesn't look down on the student — she feels WITH him, imagining his shame.
This sets the tone: she is an observer who identifies with the student, not the parent.
L3JRE Q5. The paragraph opens with "My heart went out to him" — not with a description of
the scene. Why start with emotion rather than action?



— Starting with emotion immediately establishes the author's perspective — we see the scene through
her feelings, not as a neutral observer. This is a first-person essay, and the emotional opening pulls the
reader into the author's viewpoint before explaining what happened.

L3 /A= Q6. "I felt so uncomfortable that I looked away" — What does "looked away" reveal
about the author's character?

— She is empathetic but not confrontational. Rather than intervening or judging aloud, she looks away
— giving the student privacy in his humiliation. This shows emotional intelligence: she recognizes the
discomfort but respects boundaries.

L4 ¥4t Q7. Have you ever witnessed a scene where someone was publicly embarrassed by a
family member? How did you react? Did you intervene or look away?

— (Discussion) Students reflect on their own experiences of vicarious embarrassment and the ethics of
intervention.

L4 ¥4t Q8. "Taking charge" can be positive (leadership) or negative (overstepping). In this
paragraph, is it clearly negative, or is there ambiguity?

— (Discussion) The father likely means well — he's trying to help. But the author frames it as negative
because he's doing what his adult son should do himself. The ambiguity is intentional: the essay
explores well-intentioned but harmful parenting.

BE4) - Para. 1

@ WiOER

a) "humiliating” — A) & AZE B B) & ANXEK C) £ NRBH

b) "take charge” — A) EE/faln B) ¥ C) FtHE

c) "heart went out to" — A) /(> K[ B) EIF/E[A) C) (ME

@ FER

"How humiliating to be in a university registrar's office with your father taking charge."

$22% 3 It must be extremely embarrassing for a university student to have their parent take control at
the registration office — a place where they should be handling things themselves.

@ ¥

"My heart went out to him. In fact, I felt so uncomfortable that I looked away."
SEER  WxHhFTIHREE. FX L, KREMBABE , LKETIEBNHEIT.
L 2 2 4

Paragraph 2 — B{BERTAET
As I stood in line, waiting for my own question to be answered, I reflected on how times have changed.

L1ZE5X Q9. What is the author doing while standing in line? What does she do mentally?

— She is waiting for her own question to be answered at the registrar's office. Mentally, she reflects on
how times have changed.

L2 #¥  Q10. Why does the author mention she is "waiting for her own question"? What does
this tell us?



— She is also a student or staff member at the university — she has her own business at the registrar's
office. This means she is not just an outside observer; she belongs to the university community and has
a personal stake in how students are treated.

L3 /A= Ql1. "How times have changed" is a very short reflection. What contrast is implied?

— The contrast between past and present: when she was a student (twenty years ago, as we learn later),
parents did not accompany their children to university. Now, parents take charge. The brevity of the
sentence mirrors the simplicity of the observation — things are obviously, unmistakably different.

L4 4t Q12. "Times have changed" is a common expression. Is it always neutral, or can it carry
judgment?
— (Discussion) "Times have changed" can be neutral (descriptive), nostalgic (things were better
before), or critical (things have gotten worse). In this context, it carries a critical undertone — the
change is not for the better.

JES%5:>] - Para. 2

@ A CESR

a) "reflected on" — A) & B) REB/FE C) bk

b) "times" (how times have changed) — A) /X¥% B) Bt C) B8]

@ AEHE

"I reflected on how times have changed."

£ #ZR : 1 thought about how different things are now compared to the past.
@ ¥

"RUGTERNMAE |, FEFRIEBCHIEME , REENARAET.
£ X : AsIstood in line, waiting for my own question to be answered, I reflected on how times have
changed.

L X X J
Paragraph 3 — {E& 5%

I'am as old as, if not older than, most faculty members.

L1353 Q13. What does the author tell us about her age?

— She is as old as, or possibly older than, most faculty members at the university.
L2 #%¥  Q14. Why does the author mention her age? How does it relate to her authority to
comment?

— By establishing that she is the same age as faculty members, she positions herself as someone with
life experience and professional standing — not a young student complaining. Her age gives her the
authority to observe and critique parental behavior from a mature perspective.

L3 /&= QI5. This is the shortest paragraph in the essay — one sentence. Why isolate it?

— The single-sentence paragraph creates a dramatic pause. After the emotional opening (Para. 1) and
the reflection (Para. 2), this line establishes the author's credentials. It's a structural pivot: from
observer to commentator. The brevity forces the reader to register this fact before the argument
unfolds.



L4 4t Q16. Does age automatically equal wisdom? Can you think of situations where older
people give worse advice than younger ones?

— (Discussion) Students explore the relationship between age, experience, and wisdom. The goal is to
recognize that the author's authority comes not just from age but from her specific experience as both a
student and a university insider.

BES45>] - Para. 3

@ JWIOER

a) "faculty" — A) £&FH 7 B)F4E C)HK

b) "if not older than" — A) JNRALL.. 2 B) EEA[RELL..E2Z C) A fN.. &

@ AEHR

"I am as old as, if not older than, most faculty members."

S H#ZL R : My age is comparable to, and possibly exceeds, that of most university teachers.
@ ¥

"HAKRZ B R K, BEEARELLb{TIE K, "
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Paragraph 4 — KFFE—FREK

Nonetheless, I do remember what it was like to be an 18-year-old undergraduate. The first-year
experience is exciting, liberating and terrifying, all combined to help us grow into adulthood. That is, if
our parents don't come with us.

L1ZE53X  Q17. What three words does the author use to describe the first-year experience?
— Exciting, liberating, and terrifying.
L1ZE53X  Q18. What is the condition she attaches to growing into adulthood?

— "That is, if our parents don't come with us." — Growth only happens if parents allow students to
experience university independently.

L2 #3%  Q19. Why does she say "Nonetheless" at the beginning? What is she contrasting?

— She is contrasting her current age (as old as faculty) with her memory of being 18. "Nonetheless"
means: despite being older now, I still remember what it was like. This bridges her authority (I'm
experienced) with her empathy (I remember being young).

L2 #3%  Q20. Why are the three adjectives in this order: exciting - liberating — terrifying? Is
there a progression?

— Yes. Exciting = the initial thrill (positive). Liberating = the freedom of independence (positive,
deeper). Terrifying = the fear that comes with freedom (negative, honest). The progression moves from
surface excitement to deeper freedom to honest fear — showing that growth is both wonderful and
scary.

L3JRE Q21. "That s, if our parents don't come with us" — How does this clause change the
tone of the paragraph?

— The first two sentences are warm and reflective. The final clause is a sharp, witty aside — almost a
joke, but with a serious point. It shifts from nostalgic memory to pointed critique. The conditional "if"
implies that the growth process can be disrupted by overprotective parenting.



L3 /A= Q22. "All combined to help us grow into adulthood" — Who or what is doing the
combining? Is it the experiences themselves, or something else?

— The three experiences (exciting, liberating, terrifying) work together — they are "combined" by the
student living through them. The implication is that growth comes from facing all three, not just the
pleasant ones. If parents remove the "terrifying" part, the combination is broken.

L4 7Efr  Q23. Do you agree that the first-year experience is "terrifying"? What makes it
terrifying? Is the fear necessary for growth?

— (Discussion) Students reflect on their own fears about university life and whether facing fear is
essential to personal development.

L4 7E4r  Q24. If you could remove one of the three emotions (exciting, liberating, terrifying) from
your university experience, which would you remove? What would be lost?

— (Discussion) This question forces students to evaluate the role of negative emotions in growth.
Removing "terrifying" might feel good but could stunt development.

JBS 45> - Para. 4

@ A CESR

a) "nonetheless" — A) BAMAMIABERE B) MA C) DT

b) "liberating” — A) & A7 B) SAZEEN C) & NKHEH

c) "combined" — A) £5& B) #FF C) #KiE

@ AEHE

"The first-year experience is exciting, liberating and terrifying, all combined to help us grow into
adulthood."

22X : The mix of excitement, freedom, and fear in the first year of university works together to
mature us into adults.

® #hF

"R, FIHSICHS 18 SWARAEN BT AR, F—FHERSAXE, SAMRESA
B, XA RFFBARICAREAN. THRE , FHAIWRXBRRER.
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Paragraph 5 — JFM4EAHT
The young man at the counter had some sort of registration problem. It is inevitable in the first year.
The woman behind the counter clearly felt, as I did, embarrassed for this young man, who was
accompanied by his no doubt well-intentioned, but misguided, father.

L1Z%E3 Q25. What problem does the young man have? How common is it?

— He has some sort of registration problem. The author says it is "inevitable in the first year" —
meaning registration problems are normal and expected for new students.

L1335 Q26. How does the woman behind the counter feel? How does the author know?

— The woman feels embarrassed for the young man. The author knows because she feels the same
way — "clearly felt, as I did." They share the same emotional reaction.

L2 #I%  Q27. Why does the author describe the father as "well-intentioned, but misguided"?
What's the distinction?



- "Well-intentioned" = the father means well; he's trying to help. "Misguided" = his help is directed
wrongly; he should be helping his son handle the problem, not handling it for him. The distinction is
crucial: the essay is not attacking parents' love, but their method.

L2 #%#  Q28. Why is the registration problem described as "inevitable"? What does this word
imply about the purpose of university?

— "Inevitable" means problems will happen — they are a natural part of the first year. This implies
that dealing with problems IS part of the university experience. If parents solve all problems, students
miss the learning that comes from struggling with bureaucracy.
L3JRE  Q29. "No doubt well-intentioned" — Why does the author add "no doubt"? What does
it achieve rhetorically?

— "No doubt" means "certainly" — the author acknowledges the father's good intentions before
criticizing his actions. This is a rhetorical strategy: by first acknowledging the positive intention, she
makes her criticism more balanced and harder to dismiss. It shows she is fair-minded, not just angry.

L3 /A= Q30. The phrase "well-intentioned, but misguided" uses a contrast structure. Find
similar structures in everyday language. Why is this pattern effective?

"o

— Similar: "well-meaning but naive," "kind but clumsy," "smart but lazy." The pattern acknowledges a
positive quality before introducing a negative one, making the criticism more nuanced and acceptable.
It says: I see the good, but the result is still bad.

L4 74t  Q31.Is it possible to be "well-intentioned" and still cause harm? Can you think of
examples from your own life?

— (Discussion) Students explore the gap between intention and outcome. Examples: overprotective
parenting, helicopter teaching, well-meaning advice that misses the point.

L4 7E4r  Q32. If you were the woman behind the counter, how would you handle this situation?
Would you address the father or the student?

— (Discussion) Students role-play the counter worker's perspective. The goal is to think about
professional boundaries and how to empower students without directly confronting parents.

JES 4> - Para. 5

@ JWIOER

a) "inevitable" — A) ANAJEE A B) AJBEA C) ALK

b) "well-intentioned" — A) H T4FEH B) HEHN C) TEH

c) "misguided” — A) #xFH B) 3| SH C) BURFF

d) "accompanied" — A) [&[@ B)J4E C)%H

@ AEHR

"The woman behind the counter clearly felt, as I did, embarrassed for this young man, who was
accompanied by his no doubt well-intentioned, but misguided, father."

£ 3 . Both the counter worker and I felt awkward for the student, whose father — though
undoubtedly meaning well — was actually making things worse by being there.

® ¥

"IEARNERANBR T EMEREE, XEE—FEATERN., BERENZEEAIK—
¥, AN FERNBRI S —— A TR R TIFE. ARSHNICERERE.
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Paragraph 6 — 3UER5T , JLFITEK

Dad did the talking while his son struggled to lift his eyes and look at the woman trying to help them. [
thought about those small bits of self-confidence that were so painstakingly built in boyhood, and how
they were being crushed at the counter. What I saw was a student who looked perfectly able to ask a
few questions and get the information he needed.

L1ZE3X  Q33. What is the father doing? What is the son doing?

— The father is doing all the talking. The son is struggling to lift his eyes and look at the woman
helping them — he can barely make eye contact.

L1353  Q34. What does the author observe about the student's ability?

— She sees "a student who looked perfectly able to ask a few questions and get the information he
needed." The student is capable — he just isn't being allowed to act.

L2 #%#  Q35. Why can't the son lift his eyes? What emotion does this physical detail reveal?

— He can't lift his eyes because of shame. Avoiding eye contact is a classic sign of embarrassment and
powerlessness. He knows he should be handling this himself, but his father has taken over, and he can't
challenge his father in public.

L2 #%#  Q36. "Small bits of self-confidence that were so painstakingly built in boyhood" — Why
"painstakingly"? What does this word tell us about how confidence is constructed?

- "Painstakingly" means with great care and effort over a long time. It tells us confidence is not given
— it is built slowly, piece by piece, through years of small achievements. This makes the destruction
worse: years of building can be crushed in one moment at a counter.

L3JRE Q37. "Being crushed at the counter”" — The counter is both a literal place and a
metaphor. What does it represent?

- Literally: the registrar's counter where registration happens. Metaphorically: the place where the
young man's independence is being crushed by his father's overinvolvement. The counter becomes a
symbol of the boundary between childhood and adulthood — a boundary the father is preventing his
son from crossing.

L3JRE Q38. The paragraph moves from observation ("Dad did the talking") to reflection ("I
thought about...") to judgment (" perfectly able"). Trace this movement. Why is the order
important?
— The movement is: What I see — What I think about — What I conclude. This order builds the
argument step by step. If she started with the judgment ("he's perfectly able"), it would sound like an
opinion. By starting with observation, then reflection, the judgment feels earned and grounded in
evidence.

L4 14t  Q39. The author sees the student as "perfectly able." Is she being generous, or is she
assuming? Could there be reasons the father needs to take charge that she doesn't know about?

— (Discussion) Students consider whether the author is making assumptions. Perhaps the student has a
disability, a language barrier, or anxiety. The question encourages nuanced thinking: the author's
observation may be correct, but she doesn't have full information.



L4 4t  Q40. "Self-confidence... painstakingly built in boyhood" — Who builds it? Parents?
Teachers? The child? Can it be built if parents do everything?

— (Discussion) Confidence is built through overcoming challenges. If parents remove all challenges,
confidence cannot develop. This connects to the essay's central argument: overparenting prevents the
very confidence parents want to build.

JES 45> - Para. 6

@ JWIOER

a) "struggled to lift his eyes" — A) B 142 IRES B) F_LIREE C) d&shARE

b) "painstakingly" — A) 485 /(M B) i C) Mkt

c) "crushed" — A) ##ER/EIE B) HEM C) #2M

d) "perfectly able" — A) T2 HHES] B) 5TE C) FAKEE

@ AIEHR

"I thought about those small bits of self-confidence that were so painstakingly built in boyhood, and how
they were being crushed at the counter.”

£ 3 : I thought about how the confidence he had slowly and carefully built up over the years was
being destroyed right there at the registration counter.

® #hF

"SGRIERA , LB R REE OB B MBI L. FAEEA LI DERNHRKTE
EOEMERNHNERE  URETIARAESRIHRER. ZBRTINE— Bk T2AENE
SRR, RERFTHEERFE.
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Paragraph 7 — PN/
I grew very angry. "Oh, grow up, go home," I wanted to shout at Dad from my place in the line.

L1353 Q41. What emotion does the author feel? What does she want to shout?
— She grows very angry. She wants to shout at the father: "Oh, grow up, go home."

L2 #%#  Q42. Why doesn't she actually shout? What does the restraint reveal?
— She doesn't shout because it's not her place — she's a stranger in line. The restraint reveals social
norms: you don't confront other people's parents in public. But the fact that she WANTED to shows
how strong her reaction is.

L2 #%  Q43. "Grow up" is usually said to children. Who is she saying it to? Why is this ironic?
— She's saying it to the DAD — the adult. The irony is that the father is acting less mature than his

college-age son. "Grow up" is the author's message to the parent: you are the one who needs to mature,
not your child.
L3 /%A= Q44. The paragraph is very short (2 sentences). After the detailed Para. 6, why this
brevity?
— The short paragraph creates a burst of emotion — like a sudden outburst that's immediately

contained. The long, detailed observation in Para. 6 builds pressure; Para. 7 is the release valve. But it's
an INTERNAL release — she only WANTS to shout, she doesn't actually do it.



L4 14t  Q45. Is anger an appropriate response here? Could the author have responded more
constructively?

— (Discussion) Students evaluate whether anger is justified and whether internal anger without action
is helpful or frustrating. The question explores the gap between feeling and doing.

BEZR>] - Para. 7

© WiLER

a) "grow up" (reproach) — A) fi# /. B) KK C) itk

b) "shout at" — A) X..0& B) XJ..5 C) Xt..mk

@ AEkR

"Oh, grow up, go home," I wanted to shout at Dad from my place in the line.

&R : I felt like yelling at the father from where I stood: "Act your age and go home!"

@ fBAHNE : Work in pairs. Student A is the author, wanting to say something. Student B is a friend
who tells A to calm down. Act out the conversation.
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Paragraph 8 — TA HHTSHE R

I'was equally shocked as I sat in a seminar for 500 first-year teaching assistants and was told what to
do when Mom and/or Dad shows up at our office complaining about the marks or assignments that you
have given to their children. It is a very real issue in universities these days.

L1ZE53X  Q46. Where is the author? How many people are in the seminar?
— She is in a seminar for 500 first-year teaching assistants. She is one of the TAs.

L1ZE53X Q47. What are TAs being told? What do parents do?
— TAs are being told what to do when parents show up at their office to complain about marks or
assignments given to their children.

L2 #3¥  Q48. Why is the author "equally shocked"? What was the first shock?
— The first shock was the scene at the registrar's office (Para. 1-7). The second shock is discovering
that this is not an isolated incident — it's common enough that TAs need training to handle it.
"Equally" connects the two shocks: the personal observation and the systemic revelation.

L2 #H  Q49. What does "a very real issue” mean? Why add "very real"?
— "A very real issue" means it's a genuine, widespread problem — not exaggerated or rare. "Very
real" emphasizes that this isn't a perception or rumors; it's a fact that universities must deal with. The
phrase elevates the scene from personal anecdote to systemic critique.

L37#Z Q50. The number "500" is specific. Why mention the exact number of TAs?
— 500 TAs means 500 people who all need this training — implying the problem is massive. The

number also creates scale: if 500 TAs across one university are dealing with parent complaints, how
many parents are involved? The specificity makes the problem concrete and undeniable.

L37#Z Q51. "Mom and/or Dad" — Why the "and/or"? What does this legalistic phrasing
achieve?

— "And/or" is a legal/formal term meaning one or both. Using it here creates a slightly absurd,
bureaucratic tone — as if parents are a formal category that requires official handling. It also implies



that sometimes it's one parent, sometimes both, sometimes Mom, sometimes Dad — the variety makes
the problem feel pervasive.

L4 7Efr  Q52. If you were a TA and a parent came to complain about your grading, how would
you handle it? What would you say?

— (Discussion) Students practice professional boundary-setting. Key points: address the student, not
the parent; explain grading criteria; refer to professor if needed; maintain professionalism.

L4 t¥4t  Q53. Should universities have policies banning parents from TA offices? Or should
parents have a role in their children's education?

- (Discussion) Students debate the appropriate level of parental involvement in university. Where is
the line between caring and overstepping?
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"It is a very real issue in universities these days."

2% % : This is a genuine and widespread problem in universities today.
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Paragraph 9 — 22 JLIgIAC B PO ME
Baby-boomer parents seem to struggle with two things: saying no and letting go. The teaching
assistants massed together in the theatre were advised to send unhappy parents directly to professors. I
sat in disbelief, but yes, it happens.

L1ZE5X  Q54. What two things do baby-boomer parents struggle with?
— Saying no and letting go.

L1353  Q55. What were TAs advised to do with unhappy parents?
— Send them directly to professors — escalate the issue rather than handling it themselves.

L2 #%#  Q56. Why can't these parents say "no"? What does this reveal about their values?

— They can't say no because they want their children to succeed and believe that saying yes to
everything (opportunities, help, interventions) will ensure success. This reveals a values system where
success is more important than independence.

L2 #%#  Q57. Why can't they "let go"? What are they afraid of?



— They're afraid their children will fail, make mistakes, or suffer without them. Letting go means
accepting that they cannot control outcomes — and that loss of control is terrifying for parents who
have managed every aspect of their children's lives.

L3 /A= Q58. "I sat in disbelief, but yes, it happens” — What is the function of "but yes"?

— "But yes" acknowledges reality despite disbelief. The structure is: I can't believe it — but it's true.
This creates a tone of reluctant acceptance — she doesn't want to believe parents do this, but the
evidence is overwhelming. The short phrase "it happens" is deliberately understated, making the
situation more striking.

L3JRE Q59. "Saying no and letting go" — Notice the parallel structure (V-ing + no/go). Why is
this phrasing effective?

— The parallel makes the two problems feel like a pair — two sides of the same coin. "No" and "go"
also rhyme internally, creating a memorable phrase. The simplicity of the formulation makes a
complex psychological problem sound clear and diagnosable.
L4 4t Q60. Is it always wrong to not say no? Are there situations where saying yes to
everything is good parenting?
— (Discussion) Students explore contexts where saying yes is appropriate (encouragement,
opportunity) vs. where it's harmful (removing all obstacles, preventing growth).

L4 4t  Q61. "Letting go" is easy to say but hard to do. If you were a parent, at what age would
you stop managing your child's education? Why?

— (Discussion) Students think about developmental milestones and the appropriate age for different
levels of independence.
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"Baby-boomer parents seem to struggle with two things: saying no and letting go."

£ 3 Parents of the baby-boomer generation appear to have difficulty with two things: refusing
their children and releasing control over them.
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Paragraph 10 — XJACBFHH B H0R0E

Mom and Dad, your children are no longer children. Rather, they are eagerly trying to be adults. So
whatever are you doing in line with them at the registrar's office?



L1353  Q62. Who is the author addressing directly? What shift in perspective does this
represent?

— She addresses "Mom and Dad" — the parents. This is a direct shift from third-person narration
(talking ABOUT parents) to second-person address (talking TO parents).
L1ZE53X  Q63. What rhetorical question does she ask?
— "So whatever are you doing in line with them at the registrar's office?"
L2 #I%  Q64. Why does she say "no longer children" and then "trying to be adults"? Why not
just say "they are adults"?

— "No longer children" states what they're NOT. "Trying to be adults" states what they're
BECOMING. The distinction is important: they're in transition, not fully adult yet. By saying "trying,"
she acknowledges the process — and implies that parents standing in line with them interrupts that
process.

L2 #I%#  Q65. "Whatever are you doing" — Why "whatever" instead of just "what"?
— "Whatever" adds emphasis and incredulity. "What are you doing?" is a simple question.
"WHATEVER are you doing?" implies: I cannot fathom any reason that would justify this. It's not a
real question — it's a challenge.

L3 /A= Q66. This paragraph directly addresses parents. How does this change the essay's
relationship with the reader?

— Until now, the essay has been a first-person narrative — the author telling us what she saw. In Para.
10, she suddenly turns to address parents directly. This creates a dramatic shift: the reader is no longer
a passive listener but is positioned as a parent being challenged. If any reader IS a parent, they are now
being spoken to.

L3 /A= Q67. "Eagerly trying to be adults" — Why "eagerly"? What does this word add?

— "Eagerly" shows that the students WANT to grow up — they are not being forced into
independence; they are reaching for it. This makes the parents' behavior more tragic: they're blocking
something their children actively desire.

L4 14t  Q68. Is the author's direct address to parents effective? Or does it come across as
preachy?

— (Discussion) Students evaluate the rhetorical effectiveness of direct address. Does it persuade or
alienate? The answer may depend on whether the reader is a parent or not.

L4 34t  Q69. If you could say one thing to your own parents about your university life, what
would it be?

— (Open answer / Discussion) Students formulate their own message to their parents.
BS54k - Para. 10
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"So whatever are you doing in line with them at the registrar's office?"

£ 3 . What possible reason could you have for standing in line with your children at the university
registration office?

® {AE : Write a similar direct address to someone who is overstepping. Use the structure: "___, your
___isnolonger . Rather, they are ___. So whatever are you doing ___ ?"
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Paragraph 11 — —+4FRIHRE

Twenty years ago, when I first entered university, parents did not follow their children all the way
there. My parents dropped me at the front door of St. Hilda's College at the University of Toronto and
drove five hours back home.

L1353 Q70. When did the author enter university? Where did she attend?

— Twenty years ago. She attended St. Hilda's College at the University of Toronto.
L1335 Q71. What did her parents do? How far did they drive?

— They dropped her at the front door and drove five hours back home.
L2 #3%  Q72. Why does she mention "five hours"? What does this detail add?

— Five hours is a long drive — it means her parents lived far away and couldn't easily come back.
This detail emphasizes that her parents left her to manage on her own, not because they were nearby
and could rush back. The distance made independence necessary.

L2 #3H  Q73. "Dropped me at the front door" — Why "front door" specifically? What does this
image convey?
— "Front door" suggests a clean, quick drop-off — not going inside, not meeting professors, not
registering for her. They drove her there, dropped her off, and left. The image conveys trust: they
trusted her to handle everything beyond that door.

L3 /A= Q74. This paragraph introduces a personal narrative. Why does the author shift from
observation to autobiography here?

— The personal story provides evidence for her argument. Until now, she has observed and criticized.
Now she says: I know what I'm talking about because I lived it. The personal narrative makes her
argument not just intellectual but experiential.
L3JRE  Q75. "Parents did not follow their children all the way there" — "All the way" implies a
journey. What is the metaphorical journey?
— The journey from home to university — both physically and metaphorically. "All the way" means
parents didn't follow their children into the university experience: not to registration, not to offices, not
to classes. The phrase implies a boundary that parents respected.

L4 4t  Q76. The author's parents drove five hours away. Is physical distance necessary for
independence? Can you be independent while living at home?

— (Discussion) Students explore whether independence requires physical separation or is a
mental/behavioral state. Cultural differences: in some cultures, multi-generational living is normal.

L4 1F4  Q77. "Twenty years ago" — Is the author nostalgic? Is she saying things were better
then? Or just different?



— (Discussion) Students evaluate whether the author is romanticizing the past or making a legitimate
comparison. The question of whether change = decline is central to the essay.
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"My parents dropped me at the front door of St. Hilda's College at the University of Toronto and drove
five hours back home."

$22% 3 . My parents left me at the entrance of my college in Toronto and then drove five hours to
return home.
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Paragraph 12 — PAPKIEIEH ALK

I'was not ready, prepared or clearly aware about what would happen over the course of the next four
years, but I muddled through. From professors and teaching assistants to registrars and student-loan
officers, I learned to find my way through the perils and pleasures of university life. Naturally, I made
mistakes, but then I still do.

L1ZE5X  Q78. Was the author ready for university? How did she manage?
— No — she was "not ready, prepared or clearly aware.” She "muddled through" — managed despite
not being fully prepared.

L13E3X  Q79. Who did she learn from? What two categories of people does she mention?
— She learned from (1) professors and teaching assistants (academic), and (2) registrars and student-
loan officers (administrative).

L2 #1%#  Q80. "Muddled through" — Why this phrase instead of "succeeded” or "managed

well"?

— "Muddle through" means to manage despite difficulty, without a clear plan. It's honest and humble
— she didn't excel perfectly, she stumbled through. This word choice makes her more relatable and
undermines the idea that success requires perfect preparation.

L2 #¥  Q81. "Perils and pleasures” — Why pair these two words? What does the pairing
imply?
— University has both dangers (perils) and joys (pleasures). The pairing implies that you can't have

one without the other — the perils ARE part of the pleasures. If parents remove the perils, they also
remove the pleasures of overcoming them.

L3 /A= Q82. "Naturally, I made mistakes, but then I still do" — What is the function of "but
then I still do"?



— "But then I still do" means she still makes mistakes now, as an adult. This addition does two things:
(1) it normalizes mistakes — even successful adults make them; (2) it undermines the parents'
argument that mistakes must be prevented. If a successful person still makes mistakes, then mistakes
are not catastrophic.

L3JRZ Q83. The paragraph lists four types of university staff: professors, TAs, registrars, loan
officers. Why this specific list?

— The list covers the full range of university bureaucracy — academic (professors, TAs) and
administrative (registrars, loan officers). By listing all four, she shows that she navigated the ENTIRE
system herself. The list is evidence of her independence.

L4 7E4r  Q84. The author says she "muddled through" and made mistakes. Is this a model for
success? Or is she just lucky?

— (Discussion) Students evaluate whether "muddling through" is a valid strategy or whether it's
romanticized hindsight. The question explores the role of struggle in growth.

L4 4t  Q85. "I still do [make mistakes]" — Does knowing that adults still make mistakes make
you more or less afraid of university?

— (Discussion) Students reflect on whether normalizing mistakes reduces anxiety or removes
motivation to avoid them.
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"Naturally, I made mistakes, but then I still do."

£ X R Of course I made mistakes back then — and I still make mistakes now, even as an adult.
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Paragraph 13 — R EHRFESEE

Were my parents not caring or uninterested? Not at all. What they were not was university-educated
baby-boomers who believe all events must be designed and controlled and that everything I did was a
direct reflection on them.

L1353 Q86. Does the author think her parents didn't care? What does she say?
— No — she says "Not at all." Her parents DID care; they just weren't overinvolved.

L1335 Q87. What were her parents NOT? What group does she contrast them with?



— They were NOT "university-educated baby-boomers who believe all events must be designed and
controlled." She contrasts her parents with baby-boomer parents.

L2 #%¥  Q88. Why does she ask "Were my parents not caring or uninterested?" as a question

before answering it?

— She anticipates the reader's objection: if your parents didn't help you, maybe they didn't care. By
asking the question first, she addresses this assumption directly. The Q&A structure makes her
argument stronger — she's already considered the counterargument.
L2 #%#  Q89. "Everything I did was a direct reflection on them" — What does this reveal about
baby-boomer parents' psychology?
— Baby-boomer parents see their children's actions as extensions of themselves — if the child fails,
the parent feels personally reflected upon. This conflation of parent and child identity is at the root of
overparenting: they can't let go because their child's success = their own success.

L37#Z= Q90. The paragraph uses a double negative structure: "Were they not...? Not at all.
What they were not was..." Why this layered negation?

— The double negation creates a process of elimination: (1) Were they uncaring? No. (2) Were they
baby-boomers? No. By saying what they were NOT, she defines them by absence — and the absence is
positive. The structure forces the reader to consider each possibility before arriving at the truth.

L3 /A= Q91. "Designed and controlled" — These are management/engineering terms. Why
apply them to parenting?

— "Designed" and "controlled" suggest that baby-boomer parents treat their children's lives like
projects to be managed. This language reveals the author's critique: these parents approach parenting
with an engineering mindset — planning, controlling, optimizing — rather than allowing organic
growth.

L4 tE4Y  Q92. The author's parents were NOT university-educated. Does education level
determine parenting style? Can educated parents raise independent children?

— (Discussion) Students explore whether education level correlates with overparenting. The author
implies a connection, but is it causal? Educated parents can also raise independent children — the key
factor is mindset, not education.

L4 ¥4t Q93. "Everything I did was a direct reflection on them" — Do you think children's
actions reflect on their parents? Where do you draw the line?

— (Discussion) Students explore the boundary between family identity and individual identity. At
what point does a child's behavior stop reflecting on parents?
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"What they were not was university-educated baby-boomers who believe all events must be designed and
controlled and that everything I did was a direct reflection on them."



£2% X . My parents were not baby-boomer graduates who felt they had to plan and control every
aspect of my life and saw my every action as a judgment on their parenting.
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Paragraph 14 — 55— A

My parents came from another generation. They never set foot in a university. They were pleased, and
supportive, when I decided to attend but they considered me an adult at 18.

L1353  Q94. What generation did the author's parents come from? Did they attend university?

— They came from "another generation" (not baby-boomers). They never set foot in a university —
they were not university-educated.

L1335 Q95. How did her parents react when she decided to attend university?
— They were pleased and supportive — but they considered her an adult at 18.

L2 #3%  Q96. Why does she say "another generation"? What defines this generation's approach
to parenting?
— Her parents came from a generation that treated 18-year-olds as adults. Their approach: be
supportive but step back. They didn't see university as something they needed to participate in — it
was their daughter's journey, not theirs.

L2 #I%  Q97. "They never set foot in a university” — Is this a disadvantage or an advantage in
this context?

— In this context, it's an advantage. Because they never went to university, they didn't have
expectations about what the experience should be. They couldn't micromanage what they didn't
understand. Their ignorance created space for their daughter's independence.

L3JRE Q98. "Pleased, and supportive" vs. "considered me an adult” — These are two different
stances. How do they coexist?

— "Pleased and supportive" = emotional encouragement. "Considered me an adult" = behavioral
boundary. They COEXIST: you can be emotionally supportive while behaviorally stepping back. This

is the essay's core model of good parenting: care without control.
L3/AZ Q99. "Set foot in" is an idiom meaning "enter." Why use this physical metaphor instead
of just saying "They didn't go to university"?

— "Set foot in" emphasizes physical presence — they never even ENTERED a university. This

physical language connects to the essay's imagery: baby-boomer parents are physically present (in line,

at the office), while her parents were physically absent. The metaphor of "foot" also echoes "letting go

— feet that walk away.
L4 4t  Q100. The author's parents considered her an adult at 18. Is 18 the right age? Should it
be younger or older?

— (Discussion) Students debate the appropriate age of adulthood. Cultural differences: in some

cultures, 16 is adult; in others, 21. The question explores what "adult" means — is it a number or a
behavior?



L4 14t Q101. Can parents be "pleased and supportive” AND "consider you an adult" at the
same time? Is this contradictory?

— (Discussion) Students explore whether support and independence can coexist. The author argues
they can — but many parents see support as requiring involvement. The question challenges this
assumption.
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"They were pleased, and supportive, when I decided to attend but they considered me an adult at 18."

$22% 3 : They were happy and encouraging about my decision to go to university, but they also treated
me as a grown-up who could manage her own life.
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Paragraph 15 — FIEAM

The incident I saw in the registrar's office was not an unusual sight. I wish it were. Rather, about six
people behind me in line, I discovered another parent-child grouping. This time a son was pleading
with his mother to stay put while he went to the counter and dealt with the problem himself. They were
still negotiating when I left.

L1E3X  Q102. Was the first incident (Para. 1-6) unusual? What does the author wish?
— No, it was "not an unusual sight." She wishes it were unusual — meaning she wishes it were rare.
L1335  Q103. What does she discover six people behind her? What is happening?

— Another parent-child grouping. A son is pleading with his mother to stay put (wait) while he goes to
the counter to deal with the problem himself. They are still negotiating when the author leaves.

L2 #%#  Q104. Compare the two incidents. What is the key difference?
- In the first incident, the father takes charge and the son is passive (can't lift his eyes). In the second,
the son is actively pleading to handle it himself, and the mother won't let him. The difference: the first
son has given up; the second son is still fighting for his independence.
L2 #%#  Q105. "They were still negotiating when I left" — What does "negotiating" imply about
the parent-child relationship?
— "Negotiating" implies a power struggle — the son is bargaining with his mother for the right to

handle his own registration. This word reveals that independence is not given; it must be fought for.
The fact that they're STILL negotiating when she leaves suggests the mother hasn't conceded.



L3/RE Q106. "I wish it were" — This is a subjunctive (E23\i&“X). What does the subjunctive
mood achieve here?

— The subjunctive "I wish it were" expresses a desire for something contrary to fact. It tells the reader:
this is NOT unusual, and that's a problem. The subjunctive mood adds emotional weight — it's not just
a statement of fact but a lament.

L3R Q107. The word "grouping" is unusual — why not "pair" or "couple"?
- "Grouping" sounds clinical, almost sociological — as if the author is categorizing what she sees. It

distances her emotionally from the scene, creating an observational tone. "Pair" would be warmer;
"grouping" makes the parent-child unit sound like a social phenomenon to be studied.

L4 t¥4t Q108. The second son is "pleading" — he's fighting for his independence. What would
you do if your parent refused to let you handle your own business at university?

— (Discussion) Students explore how to negotiate independence with overprotective parents.
Strategies: have a conversation before university, set boundaries, involve a third party if needed.

L4 tE4  Q109. Two incidents in one line at one office. What does this tell you about the scale of
the problem?

— (Discussion) If two incidents happen in one line at one office at one university, how many are
happening nationwide? Students extrapolate from the specific to the systemic.
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"They were still negotiating when I left."

2% 3 : They were still arguing about whether the son could handle things himself when I walked
away.

® BhF

"REEMLBZINB—RHAFEL. RFLEER. R , EREERAOARDTANCE , HXKIL
T—XNHRKMEFRAS, XRR—DILFRKREERBERM | itthEC REQ L RM, KE
T A FE B, "

L X X J
Paragraph 16 — N[BT

Too many baby-boomer parents are overly concerned with success. They just don't want to let go.
L1%E3 Q110. What are baby-boomer parents "overly concerned with"?

— Success. They are overly concerned with their children's success.
L1353 Q111. What do these parents not want to do?

— They don't want to let go.



L2 #1%#  Q112. Why does "overly concerned with success" lead to "not wanting to let go"?
What's the causal link?

— If you believe that success requires your involvement — that without you, your child will fail —
then letting go feels like abandoning them to failure. The overconcern with success makes parents
believe their control is necessary for their child's achievement.

L2 #¥ Q113. "Too many" — not "all." Why this qualification?

— "Too many" means more than is acceptable, but not all. This qualification shows the author is not
making a blanket generalization. She acknowledges that some baby-boomer parents do let go — but
too many don't. The qualification makes her argument more credible.

L37#Z Q114. "Overly concerned” — The word "overly" is key. What's the difference between
"concerned" and "overly concerned"?

— "Concerned" = caring, which is positive. "Overly concerned" = excessively concerned, which is
negative. The word "overly" marks the boundary between healthy care and harmful overprotection.
The author is not against concern — she's against excess.

L3 /%A= Q115. The paragraph is just two short sentences. Why this brevity after the detailed
narrative?

— After the specific incidents (Paras. 1-15), the author distills her argument into a two-sentence
diagnosis. The brevity creates a sense of finality — this is the core problem, stated plainly. No more
examples needed; the conclusion is clear.

L4 ¥Efr  Q116. Is concern for success always "overly"? When does concern become excessive?

— (Discussion) Students define the threshold between healthy ambition and unhealthy pressure. Is it
about frequency? Intensity? Control?

L4 14t Q117. "They just don't want to let go" — Is this a choice or an inability? Can parents
who can't let go learn to?

— (Discussion) Students explore whether overparenting is a conscious decision or a psychological
compulsion. Can it be unlearned? What would help parents let go?
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"Too many baby-boomer parents are overly concerned with success. They just don't want to let go."

$22% 3 . A large number of baby-boomer parents are excessively focused on their children's
achievement, and they simply cannot bring themselves to release control.
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Paragraph 17 — B5EHIA5K



When I tell my mother that I have won a scholarship and will undertake graduate research in Europe
this fall she says, "That's nice, dear."
L133L Q118. What has the author achieved? What will she do?
— She has won a scholarship and will undertake graduate research in Europe in the fall.
L1ZE3X  Q119. How does her mother respond?
— She says, "That's nice, dear." — a very understated, casual response.
L2 #I%#  Q120. Why does the mother respond so casually to a significant achievement?

— Her mother treats this as the author's own accomplishment — not something the family needs to
celebrate or manage. The casualness reflects trust: she doesn't need to be excited because she already
assumes her daughter will succeed. It's a form of respect.

L2 #I¥  Q121. Contrast this mother's response with the baby-boomer parents' behavior. What's
the key difference?

— Baby-boomer parents would be overly excited, would want to manage the process, would treat it as
a reflection on themselves. The author's mother says "That's nice, dear" — she acknowledges it, then
moves on. The difference: ownership. The mother sees it as her daughter's achievement, not hers.
L3JRE Q122. "That's nice, dear" — Is this cold? Unsupportive? Or something else?
— It's not cold — it's calibrated. The mother acknowledges the achievement ("That's nice") and shows
affection ("dear"), but doesn't amplify it. This is a specific form of support: quiet confidence. She
doesn't need to celebrate because she already believes in her daughter. The understatement IS the
support.
L3 /A= Q123. Why does the author include this anecdote? What does it prove?
— It proves that her mother's approach WORKED. The author won a scholarship and is going to

Europe — she succeeded WITHOUT parental management. The anecdote is evidence that letting go
doesn't lead to failure; it leads to independence and achievement.

L4 4 Q124. Would you prefer your parents to be excited or casual about your achievements?
Which feels more supportive?

— (Discussion) Students reflect on different styles of emotional support. Some prefer enthusiasm;
others prefer calm trust. The question explores what "supportive" means to different people.

L4 1F4t  Q125. The mother says "That's nice, dear" to a scholarship for Europe. What would
your parents say? What would you want them to say?

— (Open answer / Discussion) Students reflect on their own family dynamics and what kind of
response feels most supportive to them.

BS%45>) - Para. 17
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"That's nice, dear."



%R : That's wonderful, sweetheart. (Note: The mother's understatement is intentional — she
acknowledges without overreacting.)
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Paragraph 18 — R{ZIHIAR IR

My mother would argue that my success is my own. I would argue that my success is a result of being
allowed the freedom to make mistakes and find my own way.

L1353 Q126. What does the author's mother believe about her success?
— Her mother believes the success is the author's own — meaning she (the mother) had nothing to do
with it.

L1353 Q127. What does the author believe about her success?

— She believes her success is a result of being allowed the freedom to make mistakes and find her own
way.
L2 #I%#  Q128. There is a subtle disagreement between mother and daughter. What is it?

— The mother says: "You succeeded on your own — I didn't help." The daughter says: "You DID help
— by NOT helping. Your letting go IS what made my success possible." The disagreement is about
what constitutes "help." The mother sees help as intervention; the daughter sees help as non-
intervention.

L2 #I%  Q129. "Being allowed the freedom to make mistakes” — Why "allowed"? Who allows?

— "Allowed" means the parents permitted it — they chose not to intervene. This word is important: it
means the freedom was not accidental but intentional. The parents made a conscious decision to step
back, and that decision is what made success possible.

L3 7= Q130. This paragraph presents two arguments. Which one does the author endorse?
How do you know?

— The author endorses her own argument ("I would argue that..."). She positions her mother's view
first, then counters it with her own. The structure — "My mother would argue X. I would argue Y." —
presents two perspectives but gives the author the final word.

L3 /A= Q131. "Find my own way" echoes Para. 12 ("I learned to find my way"). Why this
repetition?
— The repetition creates a thematic link: finding your own way is the essay's central metaphor for
independence. In Para. 12, she learned to find her way through university. In Para. 18, she argues that
this ability IS her success. The repetition shows that the process (finding your way) and the outcome
(success) are the same thing.

L4 7F4r  Q132. The author says her success came from "being allowed the freedom to make
mistakes." Do you agree? Is freedom to fail the key to success?

— (Discussion) Students explore whether the freedom to make mistakes is essential or whether some
mistakes are too costly to allow. Where is the line between beneficial and harmful mistakes?



L4 1F4r  Q133. The mother and daughter disagree about the source of success. Who do you think
is right? Or are both partially right?

— (Discussion) Students evaluate both arguments. The mother is right that the daughter did the work.
The daughter is right that the mother created the conditions. Both are partially right — success is both
individual effort and environmental support.

ES%5>] - Para. 18
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"I would argue that my success is a result of being allowed the freedom to make mistakes and find my
own way."

2% 3 : I believe I succeeded precisely because my parents gave me the liberty to fail and to figure
things out on my own.
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Paragraph 19 — XY EHES
To parents whose children are attending first-year university, just remember they have all grown up
now. It is time for you to do the same.

L1Z3E53X  Q134. Who is the author addressing in the final paragraph?
— Parents whose children are attending first-year university.

L1ZE3X  Q135. What is her final message? What does she tell parents to do?

— "They have all grown up now. It is time for you to do the same." — She tells parents that their
children have grown up, and parents need to grow up too.

L2 #¥  Q136. "It is time for you to do the same" — What does "do the same" mean? Grow up?
— Yes. "Do the same" means grow up — just as their children have. The implication is that

overparenting is itself a form of immaturity. Parents who can't let go are the ones who need to grow up,
not their children.

L2 #3%¥  Q137. Why does she say "just remember"? What does "just" achieve?

— "Just" simplifies the message — it's not complicated. Remember this one thing: your children have
grown up. The word "just" implies that the solution is simple (though not easy): let go. It cuts through
all the rationalizations parents might offer.

L3JREZ Q138. The essay ends by turning the criticism back on the parents. How does this closing
strategy work?



— Throughout the essay, the author has been criticizing parents for not letting their children grow up.
In the final line, she turns the criticism: YOU need to grow up too. This reversal is powerful because it
redefines the problem. It's not the children who are immature — it's the parents. The closing line is a
call to action directed at the reader.

L3 /A= Q139. "They have all grown up now" echoes the title "All Grown Up and Still in Tow."
How does the ending connect to the title?

— The title says: they are grown up BUT still being towed (dragged along by parents). The ending
says: they have grown up — now YOU do the same. The title states the problem; the ending offers the
solution. The essay has come full circle: from observation (the problem) to advice (the solution).

L4 14t  Q140. Is the author's closing advice too simple? "Just remember they've grown up" — is
it really that easy?

— (Discussion) Students evaluate whether the advice is practical. The solution sounds simple, but
letting go is emotionally complex. The question explores the gap between knowing what to do and
actually doing it.

L4 t¥4t  Q141. The essay ends with a command to parents. If you could add one more paragraph,
what would you say? To parents? To students? To universities?

— (Open answer / Creative task) Students write their own closing paragraph, applying the essay's
themes to their own context.

BS54 - Para. 19
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"It is time for you to do the same."

S22 3 : Itis time for you, as parents, to mature and let go — just as your children have matured.
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LiRXIEZT (Cloze)
Complete the passage with words from the text.

The author witnessed a father his son at the registrar's office, doing all the

while the son struggled to lift his eyes. She felt for the young man, whose self-confidence

was being at the counter. In a seminar for 500 teaching assistants, she learned that parents
about marks and assignments is a very real . Baby-boomer parents struggle

with saying and letting . The author's own parents never set

in a university but considered her an at 18. She argues her success resulted from being

allowed the to make mistakes and find her own



BELR accompanying, talking, uncomfortable, crushed, complaining, issue, no, go, foot, adult,
freedom, way

IL ¥W73 (True or False)

1. ___ The author is a university student. (F — she is as old as faculty members; she is a TA/graduate
student)

2. The father at the registrar's office was helping his son effectively. (F — he was well-intentioned
but misguided)

3. ___ Registration problems are rare in the first year. (F — they are "inevitable")

4. ____ The author's parents followed her to university. (F — they dropped her at the front door and drove

home)
5. ___ The author's mother was excited about her scholarship. (F — she said "That's nice, dear.")
6. ___ The author believes mistakes are necessary for growth. (T)

7. ___ Baby-boomer parents are good at saying no. (F — they struggle with saying no)

8. ___ The author thinks parents need to grow up too. (T)

IIL 1783 (Discussion)

1. What is the author's core argument? Is she against all parental involvement, or against a specific type?

2. The author says "I muddled through." Is muddling through a valid strategy for university life? Or
should students be better prepared?

3. Compare the two incidents at the registrar's office (Para 1-6 and Para 15). What do the differences
reveal about the range of parent-child dynamics?

4. The essay was written in 2004. Has the situation improved or worsened since then? What about in
China?

5. If you could give one piece of advice to parents of university students, what would it be? Why?
IV. EYE{£% (Writing Task)

Write a short essay (150-200 words) on one of the following topics:

Topic A: Describe a time when a parent (yours or someone else's) was "well-intentioned but misguided."
What happened? What would you have done differently?

Topic B: "Freedom to make mistakes" — Do you agree that this freedom is essential for success? Defend
your position with examples.
Topic C: Write a letter to your future self (as a parent). What kind of parent will you be? How will you

balance caring and letting go?

TSk - @ E/AMEA 3 MR (accompany, inevitable, misguided, let go, take charge, muddle
through &) @ &%/l 1 4> personal reflection @ E/A1ER , ZHETEMT
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& F£—J= FIRE (Fact Extraction) : EMEAEEE , [%Z What/When/Who

& E_Z FAFRH#IE (Causal Reasoning) : /4T Why/How , {5 ERIKZHEXR
& £=F REIEHR (Deep Understanding) : fBELFINZE. BRIE. BIFEEE
& %0UZ WM IE(H (Evaluation & Extension) : BKARSFR, #FIEE. MATHE
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Paragraph 1 — ZHMHHIEZUE

"My inner voice tells me to stay here, perhaps forever," distinguished linguist and Buddhism
researcher Ji Xianlin wrote of the Mogao Caves in his book The Journey to Dunhuang. "Though my
body must leave, my heart belongs to Dunhuang forever."

L1ZE53X Q1. Who is Ji Xianlin? What is his profession?

— He is a distinguished linguist and Buddhism researcher. He wrote the book The Journey to
Dunhuang.

L1335 Q2. What did Ji Xianlin say about the Mogao Caves? Quote his two sentences.

— (1) "My inner voice tells me to stay here, perhaps forever." (2) "Though my body must leave, my
heart belongs to Dunhuang forever."

L2 #I%# Q3. Why does the author begin the essay with Ji Xianlin's quote? Why not start with
Chang Shuhong or Fan Jinshi?

- Ji Xianlin is a famous, authoritative figure — his quote lends weight to the essay's theme. Starting
with a distinguished scholar's emotional attachment to Dunhuang establishes the caves' significance
before the specific stories of guardians are told. Ji is not a guardian himself; he is a witness, like the
reader.

L2 #%# Q4. "My inner voice tells me" vs. "my heart belongs to" — Why two different body
parts (voice/heart)? What does each represent?

— "Inner voice" = mind/consciousness — a rational decision to stay. "Heart" = emotion/love — an
emotional belonging. Together they show that Ji's attachment to Dunhuang is both intellectual (he
studied Buddhism) and emotional. The progression from voice to heart deepens the commitment.

L37#Z Q5. "Though my body must leave, my heart belongs to Dunhuang forever" — What
rhetorical device is this? What effect does it create?

— Contrast (body vs. heart). The contrast between physical departure and emotional permanence
creates a sense of devotion that transcends physical presence. It elevates the relationship from
geographical to spiritual.
L3 /A= Q6. The paragraph is just two sentences — a quote within a quote. Why frame the entire
essay with someone else's words?

— By starting with Ji's words, the author positions herself as a curator of stories rather than the
protagonist. The essay is about OTHERS' devotion to Dunhuang, not her own. Starting with a quote
also creates a sense of testimony — multiple voices testifying to Dunhuang's power.



L4 14t Q7. Have you ever felt that a place "owns your heart"? What place would you be willing
to dedicate your life to?

— (Discussion) Students reflect on places that hold deep personal meaning — hometowns, schools,
natural sites, cultural heritage.

L4 1F4Y Q8. Ji Xianlin was a scholar, not a guardian. What's the difference between admiring a
place and protecting it? Can admiration alone preserve cultural heritage?

— (Discussion) Students explore the gap between appreciation and action. Ji's words inspire others to
protect Dunhuang, but he himself did not physically guard the caves. The question explores different
forms of contribution.

BE 45> - Para. 1
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"Though my body must leave, my heart belongs to Dunhuang forever."

22 %X : Even though I physically have to go, emotionally I will always be tied to Dunhuang.
Q@ FhF
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Paragraph 2 — ESERF S 5ib;

Ji was not the first or the last to be fascinated by the Mogao Caves, now listed as a UNESCO World
Heritage site. Located at a strategic point along the Silk Road in Gansu province, carved into the cliffs,
the 735 caves house colored statues, frescos, and Buddhist scriptures. They were first built by monks in
the year 366. As time went by, the site became a gathering place for worshippers, traders and other
travelers, but it declined after the Yuan dynasty and sank into oblivion. It was not until the early 20th
century that the caves were rediscovered. Since then, they have again attracted people's attention, with
a number of famous scholars and painters visiting the caves to study them. Some have even devoted
their lives to protecting the cave art and keeping it alive. Among them, Chang Shuhong and Fan Jinshi
stand out as two shining examples of such passionate commitment.

L1333 Q9. What is the Mogao Caves' UNESCO status? Where are they located?

— They are listed as a UNESCO World Heritage site. They are located at a strategic point along the
Silk Road in Gansu province, carved into the cliffs.

L1335 Q10. How many caves are there? What do they house? When were they first built?

— 735 caves. They house colored statues, frescos, and Buddhist scriptures. First built by monks in the
year 366.

L1333 QIl. Complete the timeline: 366 -~ ? -~ ? - ? — Now



— 366 (first built by monks) — over time (gathering place for worshippers, traders) — after Yuan
dynasty (declined, sank into oblivion) — early 20th century (rediscovered) — now (UNESCO site,
attracting scholars and painters)

L2 #%#  Q12. Why did the caves "decline after the Yuan dynasty and sink into oblivion"? What

historical factors might explain this?
— The Yuan dynasty (1271-1368) was the last major dynasty before a period of reduced Silk Road
activity. Maritime trade replaced overland routes, and the Mogao Caves — located along the Silk Road
— lost their strategic importance. Political instability and the shift of economic centers led to neglect.

L2 #3%  Q13. "Some have even devoted their lives to protecting the cave art" — Why "even"?

What does this word imply?
— "Even" implies that devoting one's LIFE to protecting cave art is extreme — beyond what most
people would do. The word acknowledges the extraordinary nature of this commitment before
introducing the two main examples.

L3 /A= Q4. The paragraph moves from history (366) to present (UNESCO). What is the

function of this chronological sweep?
— The chronological sweep establishes the caves' historical significance and endurance — they have
survived for over 1600 years. This scale makes the guardians' work feel meaningful: they are not
protecting a minor site but a civilization's heritage. The timeline also creates urgency — the caves
declined once; they could decline again without protection.

L3 /A= Q15. "Stand out as two shining examples" — Why "shining"? What does this metaphor

achieve?
— "Shining" suggests that Chang and Fan are beacons — they illuminate the path for others. The
metaphor connects to the caves themselves (which contain golden statues and bright frescos). It also
elevates the guardians from ordinary people to heroic figures, setting up the narrative tone for the rest
of the essay.

L4 4t  Q16. The caves were "rediscovered” in the early 20th century. What does "rediscovery"

mean? Can something be lost and found again?
— (Discussion) Students explore the concept of cultural rediscovery — how sites can be forgotten and
then brought back to awareness. Examples: Pompeii, Angkor Wat, Machu Picchu. What gets lost when
a site is forgotten? What is gained when it is rediscovered?

L4 74 Q17. "Passionate commitment" — Is passion necessary for preservation? Can cultural

heritage be protected through duty alone, without passion?
— (Discussion) Students explore whether passion or duty is more sustainable for long-term
preservation. The essay suggests passion (Chang and Fan's devotion), but institutional duty also plays a
role (UNESCO, government).

BE4>] - Para. 2
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"Some have even devoted their lives to protecting the cave art and keeping it alive."

£ 3 . Some people have given their entire lives to preserving the cave art and ensuring it survives
for future generations.
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Paragraph 3 — %5 : \EREIZUE

As an aspiring young man, Chang Shuhong attended top art schools in France and was making a name
for himself there by winning numerous awards for his oil paintings in the 1920s and 30s. But all this
was soon to change, dfter he came across a book on the Dunhuang caves. Chang was amazed to
discover that China had such a long-hidden treasure house of art. For him, this was a moment when he
felt an immediate connection with Dunhuang.

L1ZE53X  Q18. Where did Chang Shuhong study art? What was he known for?

— He attended top art schools in France. He was known for his oil paintings, winning numerous
awards in the 1920s and 30s.

L13E3X  Q19. What changed Chang's life? What did he discover?

— He came across a book on the Dunhuang caves. He was amazed to discover that China had such a
long-hidden treasure house of art.

L2 #%#  Q20. Why was Chang "amazed"? What does this reveal about awareness of Dunhuang
at the time?

— He was amazed because he — a Chinese art student studying in France's top schools — didn't know
China had such a treasure. This reveals that Dunhuang was not widely known or celebrated in China at
the time. The fact that he learned about it from a book (likely in France) suggests that Western scholars
may have known about Dunhuang before many Chinese did.

L2 #%  Q21. "All this was soon to change" — What is "all this"? Why does the author use
foreshadowing here?

— "All this" = his successful life in France (awards, recognition, top schools). The foreshadowing
creates anticipation — the reader knows a dramatic shift is coming. It also emphasizes the magnitude
of the change: he didn't just add Dunhuang to his life; he abandoned his entire career for it.

L3JRE Q22."Animmediate connection” — Why "immediate"? What does this word suggest
about the nature of calling?

- "Immediate" suggests that the connection was instant — not built over time but felt in a single
moment. This frames Chang's decision as a calling rather than a rational choice. The word implies that
some commitments are not calculated but instinctive — you recognize them the moment you encounter
them.



L3 /%A= Q23. The paragraph contrasts Paris (glamour, success) with Dunhuang (remote,
unknown). Why this contrast?
— The contrast heightens the sacrifice: Chang is not leaving a mediocre life for a better one — he's
leaving success and recognition for hardship and anonymity. The contrast also highlights the pull of
cultural heritage: Dunhuang's power is strong enough to draw someone away from Paris, the art capital
of the world.

L4 4t Q24. Chang discovered Dunhuang through a book. How different would his life have
been if he had never seen that book? Can a single book change a person's life?

— (Discussion) Students explore the role of chance in life-changing decisions. If Chang hadn't seen the
book, he might have remained a successful painter in Paris. The question explores how seemingly
small encounters can redirect an entire life.

L4 7¥4r  Q25. Chang was "making a name for himself" in France. Was it selfish to abandon that
success? Or was it more selfish to stay?

— (Discussion) Students debate whether leaving success for a cause is noble or irresponsible. The
question explores different definitions of "selfish" — is it selfish to pursue personal success, or selfish
to abandon obligations for a personal calling?

BE2R>] - Para. 3
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"But all this was soon to change, after he came across a book on the Dunhuang caves."

%% X . However, everything was about to shift when he happened to find a book about the Dunhuang
caves.
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Paragraph 4 — %431 1 3R ch RS

Chang returned to China and helped set up a research institute to study the Dunhuang cave art. In
1943, he and his team arrived at Dunhuang, only to find that they were short of funds and that the
conditions were beyond description. They had to work in a temple, living in a stable, drinking salty,
muddy water, and eating rock-hard pancakes and plain noodles. However, Chang wrote to his wife,
"All the suffering is worth it! Yes! At first glance, I said to myself, I'll be happy to die here." Over the
years, he and his colleagues searched for cultural relics, copied frescos, and numbered caves, thus
systematically and meticulously studying and protecting the treasures of Dunhuang.



L13E3X Q26. When did Chang arrive at Dunhuang? What were the conditions like?
— In 1943. Conditions were "beyond description" — they worked in a temple, lived in a stable, drank
salty muddy water, ate rock-hard pancakes and plain noodles. They were short of funds.

L1335 Q27. What did Chang and his team do over the years? List three specific activities.

— (1) Searched for cultural relics (2) Copied frescos (3) Numbered caves — systematically and
meticulously studying and protecting the treasures.

L1ZE3X  Q28. What did Chang write to his wife? Quote his words.
— "All the suffering is worth it! Yes! At first glance, I said to myself, I'll be happy to die here."
L2 #%#  Q29. Why does the author list specific hardships (stable, muddy water, rock-hard
pancakes)? What effect does this specificity create?
- Specific details make the suffering concrete and real — not abstract. "Hardships" is vague;
"drinking salty, muddy water" is visceral. The specificity also contrasts with Chang's letter: despite
these conditions, he wrote "All the suffering is worth it!" — making his devotion more powerful.
L2 #3%  Q30. "Only to find" — What does "only to" imply? How does it change the tone?

- "Only to find" means "but then discovered" — it introduces an unexpected, usually negative result.
The phrase implies that Chang expected better conditions but was met with worse. It creates a tone of
disappointment that makes his subsequent enthusiasm ("All the suffering is worth it!") more striking.
L37#Z Q31."I'll be happy to die here" — Why such an extreme statement? Is this hyperbole or
sincerity?
- It is likely sincere — Chang felt that finding Dunhuang gave his life such meaning that even death
there would be acceptable. The extremity of the statement conveys the depth of his calling. It also
foreshadows his lifelong commitment: he didn't just work there; he dedicated his entire remaining life
to Dunhuang.
L37#Z= Q32. The paragraph lists three activities: searching, copying, numbering. Why this
order? Is there a logic?
— Yes. Searching = finding what exists. Copying = documenting it. Numbering = organizing it
systematically. The order moves from discovery to documentation to systematization — a progression
from raw exploration to scholarly rigor. The adverbs "systematically and meticulously" emphasize that
this was not haphazard but scientific.

L4 ¥4  Q33. Chang left a successful art career in Paris for a life of hardship in Dunhuang.
Would you make a similar sacrifice for something you believe in?

- (Discussion) Students reflect on what they would be willing to sacrifice for a cause. The question
explores the boundary between idealism and practicality.

L4 74  Q34. "All the suffering is worth it" — Is suffering necessary for great achievement? Can
great work be done in comfort?

— (Discussion) Students explore whether hardship is a prerequisite for meaningful work or simply a
byproduct of underfunded preservation. The question challenges the romanticization of suffering.

B 54k~ - Para. 4
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b) "beyond description” — A) YRR B) AR C) AFEEH#A
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"All the suffering is worth it! Yes! At first glance, I said to myself, I'll be happy to die here."

£ 3 . Every bit of hardship is justified! The moment I saw this place, I told myself I would be
content to spend the rest of my life — and even die — here.
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Paragraph 5 — #485F | ZUEMR L

Following in Chang's footsteps came Fan Jinshi, widely known as "the daughter of Dunhuang" for
dedicating her whole life to the cause of protecting the caves. Her admirable work has earned her
several national titles, including the "100 people who touched China" award and the "outstanding
contributor to the cultural heritage preservation" award. Born in Beijing but brought up in Shanghai,
Fan graduated from Peking University with an archeology degree and first came to Dunhuang on an
internship in 1963. "To say I didn't hesitate to stay is a lie. Dunhuang is a different world from Beijing
and Shanghai," Fan admitted. However, she was completely overcome by the beauty of the ancient
artworks.

L1353  Q35. What is Fan Jinshi's nickname? Why is she called this?

— "The daughter of Dunhuang." She is called this because she dedicated her whole life to protecting
the caves.

L1353 Q36. What awards has Fan received? What is her educational background?

— Awards: "100 people who touched China" and "outstanding contributor to cultural heritage
preservation." Education: Born in Beijing, brought up in Shanghai, graduated from Peking University
with an archeology degree. First came to Dunhuang on an internship in 1963.

L1353 Q37. What did Fan admit about her initial reaction to Dunhuang?

— She admitted: "To say I didn't hesitate to stay is a lie. Dunhuang is a different world from Beijing
and Shanghai." She did hesitate initially.

L2 #1%#  Q38. Why does Fan admit she "hesitated"? What does this honesty achieve?
— Admitting hesitation makes Fan more human and relatable — she didn't arrive as a hero; she arrived
as a young woman from Beijing/Shanghai who found Dunhuang alien. The honesty also makes her
eventual commitment more powerful: she CHOSE to stay despite hesitation, not because she felt no
fear.

L2 #3¥  Q39. "Following in Chang's footsteps" — What does this phrase imply about the
relationship between Chang and Fan?



— It implies that Fan continued the work Chang started — she walked the same path. The phrase also
suggests a lineage of guardianship: Chang was the pioneer, Fan the successor. This creates a sense of
tradition and continuity, as if protecting Dunhuang is a calling passed from one person to another.

L3 /A= Q40. "A different world from Beijing and Shanghai" — What does this contrast reveal
about Dunhuang in 1963?

— Beijing and Shanghai were modern cities with electricity, running water, and urban life. Dunhuang
in 1963 was remote, harsh, and primitive — no electricity, poor living conditions. The contrast
emphasizes the sacrifice Fan made: she left urban comfort for desert hardship. The word "world" (not
"city" or "place") emphasizes the magnitude of the difference.

L3 /A= Q41. "Completely overcome by the beauty” — "Overcome" is a strong word. What does
it suggest about the power of art?

— "Overcome" means to be overwhelmed, as if by a force stronger than oneself. The word suggests
that the artworks' beauty was not just visually pleasing but emotionally overpowering — it conquered
her hesitation. This frames art as an active force that can change people's decisions, not a passive
object of appreciation.

L4 1F4t  Q42. Fan hesitated but stayed. Is it braver to stay without hesitation, or to stay
DESPITE hesitation?

— (Discussion) Students explore whether fearlessness or courage-despite-fear is more admirable. The
essay suggests the latter: Fan's commitment is more meaningful because she overcame doubt.

L4 14t Q43.Fan was "overcome by the beauty of the ancient artworks." Can art alone justify a
life's sacrifice? Or must there be other reasons (duty, patriotism, etc.)?

— (Discussion) Students explore what motivates lifelong commitment. Is art enough? Or does
preservation require additional justification — cultural identity, historical duty, national pride?

JBES%5>] - Para. 5
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"To say I didn't hesitate to stay is a lie. Dunhuang is a different world from Beijing and Shanghai."

2% X : It would be dishonest to claim I had no doubts about staying. Dunhuang was completely
unlike the modern cities I was used to.
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Paragraph 6 — 4R TN S F AR

Fan did much of her research without electricity until the 1980s, when conditions improved slightly.
Through her painstaking work, she was able to date the various caves and their construction by
dynasty. Later, as vice-president, then president of the Dunhuang Academy, Fan took charge of site
planning, scientific research, environmental monitoring and control, and visitor management. She saw
challenges to protecting the site, when quickening erosion and over-tourism became serious threats.
"Frescos can't be remade; neither can they be preserved forever," Fan said, as she pushed herself to be
innovative in digital preservation and sustainable use of the relics. A tourist center is now in place to
welcome visitors and ease pressure on the caves. Fan also launched the Digital Dunhuang project to
build a database of all the statues and frescos, using state-of-the-art technology. "Despite our efforts to
reduce damage, we can't completely stop them from being eroded. But the digital database will last,"
she said.

L1ZE53L Q44. How long did Fan work without electricity? When did conditions improve?
— She worked without electricity until the 1980s, when conditions improved slightly.

L1Z3E53L  Q45. What roles did Fan hold at the Dunhuang Academy? What did she take charge of?
— Vice-president, then president. She took charge of: site planning, scientific research, environmental
monitoring and control, and visitor management.

L1353  Q46. What two threats to the site did Fan identify? What two solutions did she

implement?

— Threats: (1) quickening erosion (2) over-tourism. Solutions: (1) A tourist center to ease pressure on
the caves (2) The Digital Dunhuang project — a database of all statues and frescos using state-of-the-
art technology.

L2 #%  Q47. "Frescos can't be remade; neither can they be preserved forever" — What is the

logic of this statement? What conclusion does it lead to?

— The statement acknowledges two facts: frescos are irreplaceable (can't be remade) AND
impermanent (can't be preserved forever). This leads to the conclusion that digital preservation is
necessary — if physical preservation is impossible, digital preservation ensures the art survives in
another form. The statement is both realistic (accepting impermanence) and proactive (finding an
alternative).

L2 #3%  Q48. Why did Fan "push herself to be innovative"? What does "pushed herself" reveal

about her character?

— She pushed herself because traditional preservation wasn't enough — erosion and tourism were
accelerating. "Pushed herself" suggests she went beyond her comfort zone, learning new technologies
and approaches. It reveals a character that doesn't settle for existing methods but actively seeks better
solutions.

L3J#Z Q49. The paragraph lists Fan's roles: researcher — vice-president — president. What

does this progression reveal?

— The progression shows that Fan grew with the institution — she started as a researcher and rose to
leadership. This means her authority came from experience, not appointment. As president, she could
implement changes at scale — the Digital Dunhuang project required institutional power, not just
individual effort.



L3 /A= Q50. "The digital database will last” — The word "last" is key. What does it mean in
this context? How does it contrast with the physical frescos?

— "Last" means endure over time. The physical frescos are eroding — they will NOT last. The digital
database WILL last. This contrast is the entire justification for the project: digital preservation is a way
to make impermanent art permanent. The word "last" carries the weight of the essay's theme —
preservation against time.

L4 1F4t  Q51. Fan worked without electricity until the 1980s — nearly 20 years in the dark. What
kind of person can endure that? What does this tell us about motivation?

— (Discussion) Students explore what sustains someone through decades of hardship. The question
explores whether intrinsic motivation (passion for the art) or external factors (duty, recognition) drives
such endurance.

L4 ¥4t  Q52. "Digital Dunhuang” — Is digitization a form of preservation, or is it something
different? Can a digital copy replace the original?

— (Discussion) Students debate whether digital preservation is true preservation or a substitute. The
digital database captures images but not the physical presence, scale, or texture. Is a digital fresco still
a fresco? The question explores the relationship between original and copy.

BS 45> - Para. 6
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"Frescos can't be remade; neither can they be preserved forever."

%% X : It is impossible to recreate the frescos, and it is equally impossible to keep them in their
original condition indefinitely.

OF =

"BREBIEAE 20 D 80 ERZ B —EAEIR A ENAHE TR , BHE 80 ERKMHABANE. B
WA FTHE ORISR | B R NRERARHEEEEN. Gk, f’lfjﬂgﬂkzﬁﬂﬁtﬁ B, fx
K, BERFFRTTRERIEAR]. BEER. RS ESI AR EE,

Paragraph 7 — #&5E : STIRERET

Indeed, thanks to the lifelong devotion and personal sacrifices of these Guardians — Chang Shuhong,
Fan Jinshi and their colleagues — the Mogao Caves will be able to continue astonishing the world far
into the future.

L1335  Q53. Who does the author credit? What two qualities does she attribute to them?

— She credits Chang Shuhong, Fan Jinshi, and their colleagues. She attributes to them: (1) lifelong
devotion (2) personal sacrifices.



L1ZE5X  Q54. What will the Mogao Caves be able to do "far into the future"?
— Continue astonishing the world.

L2 #%  Q55. "Thanks to" — What is the causal relationship? What would have happened
WITHOUT the guardians?

— Thanks to = because of. The guardians' devotion CAUSED the caves' survival. Without them, the
caves might have eroded further, been looted, or been destroyed by tourism. The phrase implies that
the caves' future is not guaranteed by nature but by human effort.
L2 #3%  Q56. "Lifelong devotion and personal sacrifices" — Why both? Is devotion without
sacrifice enough?
— Devotion = emotional commitment. Sacrifice = actual cost (comfort, career, health, family time).
The essay argues that BOTH are needed: devotion without sacrifice is sentiment; sacrifice without
devotion is duty. The guardians had both, which is what makes them extraordinary.
L3 /A= Q57. "Continue astonishing the world" — Why "astonishing"? Why not "educating" or
"inspiring"?
— "Astonishing" suggests wonder — a visceral, emotional reaction, not just intellectual appreciation.
The word implies that the caves are not just informative but breathtaking — they exceed expectations.
"Educating" would be too dry; "inspiring" would be too mild. "Astonishing" captures the awe that has
drawn people to Dunhuang for 1600 years.
L3 /A= Q58. The essay ends with "far into the future.” How does this phrase connect to the
opening paragraph?
— Para 1 opens with Ji Xianlin's heart belonging to Dunhuang "forever." Para 7 closes with the caves
astonishing the world "far into the future." Both use temporal language (forever / far into the future) to
suggest permanence. The essay comes full circle: from one person's eternal attachment to the caves'
eternal impact.
L4 1F4Y  Q59. The author calls them "Guardians" with a capital G. What does capitalization
achieve? Are they heroes, or ordinary people who did extraordinary things?
— (Discussion) Capital "Guardians" elevates them from job titles to mythic figures — like "Founding
Fathers" or "Knights of the Round Table." The question explores whether this elevation is deserved or
whether it obscures their humanity. The essay shows them as real people (Chang ate rock-hard
pancakes; Fan hesitated), but the capital G frames them as legends.
L4 4t  Q60. The essay is about guardians of Dunhuang. But who guards the guardians? How do
we ensure that future generations will continue this work?
— (Discussion) Students explore succession planning in cultural preservation. Chang was followed by
Fan; who follows Fan? The question connects to the essay's theme of lineage — "following in
footsteps." Preservation is not a one-time effort but an unbroken chain.

JES 45> - Para. 7
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@ mEkR
"Thanks to the lifelong devotion and personal sacrifices of these Guardians, the Mogao Caves will be able
to continue astonishing the world far into the future.”

2% 3 : Because these Guardians gave their entire lives and made personal sacrifices, the Mogao
Caves will keep amazing people for generations to come.
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LiRAT (Cloze)

Complete the passage with words from the text.

The Mogao Caves, a UNESCO World site in Gansu province, were first built by

in 366 CE. Over centuries, the site after the Yuan dynasty and sank into

. It was in the early 20th century. Among those who their
lives to protecting the caves, Chang Shuhong and Fan Jinshi out. Chang, a successful artist
in , returned to China after across a book on Dunhuang. Despite conditions
"beyond ," he wrote "All the suffering is it." Fan, known as "the

of Dunhuang," initially but was by the beauty of the
artworks. She later launched the Dunhuang project to create a digital of all
statues and frescos, ensuring they will the world far into the future.

SHEEER . Heritage, monks, declined, oblivion, rediscovered, devoted, stand, Paris, coming, description,
worth, daughter, hesitated, overcome, Digital, database, astonish

I1. ¥ (True or False)

1. Ji Xianlin was a guardian of the Mogao Caves. (F — he was a scholar who wrote about Dunhuang,
not a guardian)

2. ___ The Mogao Caves were first built in the year 366. (T)
3. ___ Chang Shuhong studied art in France. (T)

4. ___ Chang's living conditions at Dunhuang were comfortable. (F — temple, stable, muddy water, rock-
hard pancakes)

5. __ Fan Jinshi did not hesitate to stay at Dunhuang. (F — she admitted "To say I didn't hesitate to stay
is a lie.")

6. ___ Fan worked with electricity from the beginning. (F — no electricity until the 1980s)

7. ___The Digital Dunhuang project aims to replace the original frescos. (F — it aims to preserve them

digitally since they can't be preserved forever physically)

8. ___ The essay suggests the caves' survival depends on human effort, not nature. (T)

1. 393988 (Discussion)

1. The essay is titled "Guardians of Dunhuang." What makes someone a guardian, not just a visitor or a
scholar? Define the term based on the essay.

2. Both Chang and Fan left comfortable lives for hardship at Dunhuang. Is this kind of sacrifice necessary
for great preservation work, or is it a product of a specific era?



3. Fan said "Frescos can't be remade; neither can they be preserved forever." Is digital preservation a
solution or a compromise? What is gained and what is lost?

4. The essay covers 1600+ years of history. How does the author use this long timeline to make the
guardians' work feel significant?

5. If you could interview either Chang Shuhong or Fan Jinshi, what three questions would you ask? Why
these questions?

IV. E{E{E£% (Writing Task)

Write a short essay (150-200 words) on one of the following topics:

Topic A: Describe a cultural heritage site in China that you believe needs more protection. What threats
does it face? What should be done?

Topic B: "Devotion and sacrifice" — Do you agree that great achievements require personal sacrifice?
Defend your position with examples from the text and your own knowledge.

Topic C: Write a letter to either Chang Shuhong or Fan Jinshi. Tell them what you learned from their story
and how it connects to your own life goals.

TSRk - @ E/AMERA 3 MR (guardian, devote, sacrifice, fascinating, preserve, innovative, state-
of-the-art %) @ B & Z /1 1 4" personal reflection @ &/ALIEMS , ZIETEM
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Paragraph 1 — 5 LW 7KIR

In 2007, when my daughter was seven years old, we would brush our teeth together every night as part
of our daily ritual. To conserve water, we would turn off the faucet after wetting our brushes and turn
it back on only to rinse. One night I didn't turn off the water fast enough to her liking. She turned off
the faucet, made an angry face at me, and growled "Turn off the water, Daddy. The scientists need
time."

L1ZE53X Q1. When did this story take place? How old was the author's daughter?
— In 2007. His daughter was seven years old.

L1ZE53X Q2. What was their nightly ritual? How did they conserve water while brushing teeth?
— They brushed teeth together every night. They turned off the faucet after wetting their brushes and
turned it back on only to rinse.

L1335 Q3. What did the daughter do when the father didn't turn off the water fast enough?

What did she say?

— She turned off the faucet, made an angry face at him, and growled: "Turn off the water, Daddy. The
scientists need time."

L2 #3%¥ Q4. Why did the daughter say "The scientists need time"? What did she mean?

— She meant that water is a problem scientists are trying to solve, and by wasting water, her father was
reducing the time scientists have to find solutions. Conserving water = buying scientists time. A seven-
year-old understood this causal chain.

L2 #3% Q5. Why does the author begin the essay with a personal anecdote about his daughter?
— Starting with a personal story makes a global issue (water crisis) feel intimate and immediate. The
reader connects with a father-daughter moment before being asked to think about geopolitics. The
daughter's precociousness also establishes the theme: even a child knows water conservation is urgent.

L37/#Z Q6. "Growled" — Why not "said" or "told"? What does this word choice reveal?

— "Growled" suggests animal-like, instinctive anger — not polite speech. The word reveals that the
daughter's reaction was visceral, not calculated. She wasn't reciting a lesson; she was genuinely angry.
The word also creates a slight humor: a seven-year-old growling at her father about water.

L37#Z Q7. "Daily ritual” — Why "ritual" and not "habit" or "routine"?

— "Ritual" implies something meaningful, almost sacred — not just a mechanical routine. Brushing

teeth together was a bonding activity, not just hygiene. The word elevates the ordinary and
foreshadows the essay's theme: water conservation should be a ritual, not just a habit.



L4 14t Q8. The daughter understood water conservation at age seven. Do you think children
understand environmental issues better than adults sometimes? Why or why not?

— (Discussion) Students explore whether children's environmental awareness is sharper because they
learn it in school, or whether adults understand complexity better. The question examines the role of
education in shaping environmental consciousness.

L4 ¢t Q9. "The scientists need time" — Is buying time through conservation enough? Or do
we need more than time?

— (Discussion) Students debate whether conservation alone can solve the water crisis or whether
technological innovation is equally important. The essay argues for both: conservation buys time, but
inventors must also find solutions.

JBES%5>] - Para. 1
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"She turned off the faucet, made an angry face at me, and growled "Turn off the water, Daddy. The
scientists need time."

S HZZL X ¢ She shut off the tap, glared at me with annoyance, and snapped, "Turn off the water, Daddy
— the scientists need time to find solutions."
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Paragraph 2 — 2t JLAVEZE A [E]N

That statement still rings in my ears today, not only because of her precociousness but also because
she was exactly right. We need to conserve our resources to buy ourselves time so scientists can find
new solutions to our problems. And this is especially true for water.

L1333  Q10. Does the statement still affect the author today? Why?

— Yes — it "still rings in my ears today." Because of her precociousness AND because she was
exactly right.

L1353 Q11. What do we need to do? What will it achieve?
— We need to conserve resources to buy ourselves time so scientists can find new solutions. This is
especially true for water.

L2 #I¥  Q12. "Not only because of her precociousness but also because she was exactly right" —
What are the two reasons? Which is more important?



— (1) Her precociousness (impressive for a child) (2) She was exactly right (the content is true). The
second is more important — the statement matters not because a child said it, but because it's correct.
The "not only... but also" structure emphasizes content over cuteness.

L2 #%#  Q13. "Buy ourselves time" — What does "buy time" mean? Why is time something you
can "buy"?

— "Buy time" means to delay a crisis through present action, giving others time to find solutions. Time
is framed as a commodity — you "pay" for it with conservation, and you "spend" it on scientific
research. The metaphor makes abstract urgency concrete.

L3JRE Ql4. "Rings in my ears" — What sensory metaphor is this? Why use sound rather than
sight?
— "Rings in my ears" means the words echo persistently — the author keeps hearing them. Sound is

more involuntary than sight: you can close your eyes but not your ears. The metaphor suggests the
daughter's words are inescapable — they haunt him, driving his commitment to water issues.

L3 /%A= Q15. "And this is especially true for water” — Why does the author add this sentence?
What does it achieve structurally?

— The sentence narrows the focus from general conservation to water specifically. Structurally, it's a
pivot: Para 1 is the anecdote, Para 2 is the reflection, and this sentence launches the essay's main
argument. Without it, the essay could be about any resource; with it, the essay is about water.

L4 7E4r  Q16. The author's daughter was "exactly right.” Do children sometimes see truths that
adults miss? Can you think of an example?

— (Discussion) Students explore whether children's simplicity allows them to see through adult
rationalizations. Examples: climate change, inequality, honesty. The question examines the relationship
between simplicity and wisdom.

JBES%5>] - Para. 2
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"We need to conserve our resources to buy ourselves time so scientists can find new solutions to our
problems."

$2Z% 3 © We must save our resources now to give researchers the time they need to develop new
solutions to the challenges we face.
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Water is on track to be the most important and most contentious resource of the 21st century. It could
replace oil as the strategic resource that triggers geopolitical conflicts. But with the right solutions, it
could also be the one that brings us all together.

L1353 Q17. What is water "on track" to become? What two adjectives describe it?
— The most important and most contentious resource of the 21st century.
L1353 Q18. What could water replace? What are the two possible outcomes?

- It could replace oil as the strategic resource that triggers geopolitical conflicts. Two outcomes: (1) Tt
triggers conflict (2) With the right solutions, it brings us all together.

L2 #%¥  Q19. Why does the author compare water to 0il? What did oil represent in the 20th
century?

- Oil was the defining strategic resource of the 20th century — it triggered wars, shaped alliances,
and drove geopolitics. By comparing water to oil, the author says water will play the same role in the
21st century. The comparison makes the stakes immediately clear.

L2 #3%  Q20. "But with the right solutions, it could also be the one that brings us all together" —
Why "also"? What does this word imply?

— "Also" means: in addition to causing conflict, water COULD bring unity. The word acknowledges
the negative possibility (conflict) before offering the positive one (unity). This balanced framing makes
the essay constructive rather than alarmist.

L3/A%Z= Q21."On track” — What does this phrase imply? Is the outcome predetermined?

— "On track" means heading in a certain direction, like a train on rails. It implies momentum — water
IS becoming the most important resource. But "on track" also suggests the track can be changed — the
destination isn't fixed. The phrase balances inevitability with agency.

L3JRE  Q22. The paragraph presents a choice: conflict or cooperation. How does this structure
function rhetorically?
- Presenting both outcomes creates urgency AND hope. If only conflict were mentioned, the essay
would be despairing. If only cooperation, it would be naive. By presenting both, the author says: the
outcome depends on what we do. This frames the essay as a call to action.
L4 74 Q23. Do you think water will replace oil as the trigger for geopolitical conflicts? Or is the
comparison exaggerated?

— (Discussion) Students evaluate whether water conflicts are likely. Examples: China-India water
tensions, African dam disputes, California droughts. The question explores whether water is truly
comparable to oil as a strategic resource.

L4 7F4r  Q24. "Brings us all together” — Can a shared crisis create unity? Can you think of
examples where a common threat united people?

— (Discussion) Students explore whether crises unite or divide. Examples: COVID-19 (mixed results),
climate agreements, disaster relief. The question examines the relationship between shared threats and
cooperation.
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b) "contentious" — A) HEIXH B) TF XK C) NBH
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"It could replace oil as the strategic resource that triggers geopolitical conflicts."

$22% 3 . Water may take over from oil as the key resource that sparks international conflicts.
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Paragraph 4 — HTEFIH A S+ KR

In 2003, the late Nobel Laureate Richard Smalley gave a lecture at Rice University's Energy &
Nanotechnology Conference highlighting humanity's top 10 problems for the next 50 years. His list, in
descending order of importance, was: energy, water, food, environment, poverty, terrorism and war,
disease, education, democracy and population.

L1353  Q25. Who was Richard Smalley? When and where did he give his lecture?

— He was a Nobel Laureate (now deceased). He gave the lecture in 2003 at Rice University's Energy
& Nanotechnology Conference.

L1ZE53L  Q26. List Smalley's top 10 problems in order. Where does water rank?

— (1) Energy (2) Water (3) Food (4) Environment (5) Poverty (6) Terrorism and war (7) Disease (8)
Education (9) Democracy (10) Population. Water ranks second.

L2 #H  Q27. Why does the author cite a Nobel Laureate? What does Smalley's authority add?

— Citing a Nobel Laureate gives the argument scientific authority — this isn't just the author's opinion;
it's backed by a Nobel Prize winner. The citation also grounds the essay in expert consensus rather than
personal speculation.

L2 #3%  Q28. Why is water ranked second, after energy? Why not first?

— As Para 5 explains, energy is ranked first because solving energy makes solving water easier (you
need energy to pump, treat, and desalinate water). Water is second because it's the next most
fundamental — without water, food, environment, and health all fail. The ranking reflects a causal
chain, not just importance.

L3/AZ= Q29. "The late” — Why does the author add "the late"? What does it achieve?

— "The late" means deceased — Smalley died in 2005. Adding "the late" acknowledges his death and
gives his words a sense of legacy — he is no longer alive, but his list endures. The phrase adds gravity
and respect.

L3 /A= Q30. "In descending order of importance” — Why this ordering? What does it reveal
about problem-solving?
— Descending order means most important first. This reveals a problem-solving philosophy: tackle the

biggest problems first because solving them makes subsequent problems easier. The ordering implies a
hierarchy of intervention — you don't address education before energy.



L4 1F4r  Q31. Smalley's list was made in 2003 for the "next 50 years." We're now 20+ years in.
Has the list changed? Should anything be added or re-ranked?

— (Discussion) Students evaluate whether the list still holds. Should AI be added? Has climate change
risen? Has terrorism fallen? The question explores how problem rankings evolve over time.

L4 4t  Q32. Do you agree with the ranking? Would you put water first? What would your top 3
problems be?

— (Discussion) Students create their own rankings and defend them. The question encourages critical
thinking about priorities and the relationship between problems.

BEZR>] - Para. 4
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"His list, in descending order of importance, was: energy, water, food, environment, poverty, terrorism
and war, disease, education, democracy and population."

HHEZL R He ranked humanity's challenges from most to least critical: energy, water, food,
environment, poverty, terrorism and war, disease, education, democracy, and population.
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Paragraph 5 — BEJRS/KAIE R

The reason energy and water sit at the top, ahead of food and poverty, is that addressing them makes
subsequent problems easier to deal with. Developing abundant sources of clean, reliable, affordable
energy enables an abundance of clean water. An abundance of clean water enables food production
and protects the environment. And so forth.

L1335  Q33. Why do energy and water sit at the top of the list? What is the principle?

— Because addressing them makes subsequent problems easier to deal with. Solving the top problems
creates a cascade that solves the rest.

L1333  Q34. Trace the causal chain: energy — ? - ? - ?

— Energy — clean water - food production + environmental protection — (and so forth). Each
solution enables the next.

L2 #%  Q35. Why does solving energy make solving water easier? What's the connection?

— Energy is needed to pump, treat, transport, and desalinate water. Without abundant energy, clean
water is expensive and scarce. With abundant clean energy, clean water becomes achievable — you
can power desalination plants, pumping stations, and treatment facilities.



L2 #I%#  Q36. "And so forth" — What does this phrase imply? What comes after food and
environment?

— "And so forth" means the chain continues: clean water — food — health — reduced poverty —
better education — etc. The phrase implies that the cascade is endless — solving the top problems
creates a domino effect that addresses all subsequent problems.

L37#Z= Q37. The paragraph uses a chain structure: A enables B, B enables C, C enables D. Why
this structure? What does it achieve?

— The chain structure shows that problems are interconnected — you can't solve them in isolation. It
also argues for a specific strategy: start at the top (energy) and the rest follows. The structure makes a
complex world seem manageable — there is a logical order to intervention.

L3 /A= Q38. "Clean, reliable, affordable” — Why three adjectives? What would happen if one
were missing?

— All three are necessary: clean (not polluting), reliable (not intermittent), affordable (accessible to
all). If energy is clean but not affordable, only rich nations benefit. If affordable but not clean, it
worsens the environment. The three adjectives define the QUALITY of solution needed.

L4 7E4r  Q39. The causal chain assumes that solving top problems automatically solves the rest. Is
this always true? Can you think of exceptions?

— (Discussion) Students explore whether the cascade model always works. Are there problems that
energy and water DON'T solve? Examples: education (requires teachers, not just resources),
democracy (requires political will, not just water). The question examines the limits of technological
solutions.

L4 7E4r  Q40. "Ahead of food and poverty" — Is it right to prioritize energy and water over
poverty? Isn't poverty the root cause of suffering?

— (Discussion) Students debate the ranking. The essay argues that solving energy and water
REDUCES poverty, so they should be addressed first. But others argue that poverty is a political
problem, not just a resource problem. The question explores the relationship between resources and
inequality.

BE45>] - Para. 5
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"Developing abundant sources of clean, reliable, affordable energy enables an abundance of clean water."

$22% 3 : Creating plentiful supplies of clean, dependable, and inexpensive energy makes it possible to
produce large quantities of clean water.
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Paragraph 6 — MBEFUFREIKIPEE

In many ways, the 1900s was the century of energy conflict. Now, the dawn of a new energy era is just
around the corner — with the prices of solar power going down, and distributed generation and
enerqy efficiency on the point of taking off — and we can foresee a time this century when water
replaces energy as the next great challenge for humanity. Getting water right could clear the path to a
fully liberated, healthy, and peaceful civilization.

L1353  Q35. What was the 20th century called? What is "just around the corner"?

— The 1900s was "the century of energy conflict." A new energy era is "just around the corner" —
solar power prices are dropping, distributed generation and energy efficiency are about to take off.

L1ZE3X  Q36. What will replace energy as the next great challenge? What could it lead to?

— Water will replace energy as the next great challenge. "Getting water right could clear the path to a
fully liberated, healthy, and peaceful civilization."

L2 #3%  Q37. Why does the author say the new energy era is "just around the corner"? What
evidence does he give?

— Three signs: (1) solar power prices going down (2) distributed generation on the point of taking off
(3) energy efficiency on the point of taking off. These trends suggest energy is becoming solved, which
means water will become the next focus.

L2 #%  Q38. "Getting water right" — What does "getting right" mean? Why not "solving"?

- "Getting right" means handling correctly — not just solving technically but managing politically,
economically, and socially. "Solving" implies a single answer; "getting right" implies a process of
correct management. The phrase acknowledges that water is not just a technical problem but a
governance challenge.

L37#Z Q39. "The dawn of a new energy era" — What metaphor is this? Why "dawn"?

— "Dawn" = the beginning of daylight, symbolizing a new beginning. The metaphor suggests that the
energy era is transitioning — the old (oil/coal) is ending, the new (solar/efficiency) is beginning.
"Dawn" also implies hope: after the darkness of energy conflict, a brighter era is emerging.

L37#Z Q40. "Fully liberated, healthy, and peaceful civilization" — Why three adjectives? What
does each represent?

- Liberated = freedom from scarcity and conflict. Healthy = physical well-being through clean water.
Peaceful = no wars over resources. Together they describe a utopian outcome — solving water doesn't
just fix water; it transforms civilization. The three adjectives make the stakes feel civilizational, not just
practical.

L4 7E4t  Q41. The author says water will replace energy as the next great challenge. Do you

agree? Or will energy remain the top challenge?

- (Discussion) Students debate whether energy or water will be the defining challenge of the 21st
century. Some argue energy (climate change, fossil fuels); others argue water (scarcity, pollution,
conflict). The question explores the relationship between the two resources.



L4 7Efr  Q42. "Getting water right could clear the path to a peaceful civilization." Is this too
optimistic? Can water alone bring peace?

— (Discussion) Students evaluate whether solving water would truly bring peace. The essay suggests
water is a gateway — solving it enables other solutions. But peace also requires political will, justice,
and cooperation. The question explores the limits of resource solutions.

JES 45> - Para. 6
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"Getting water right could clear the path to a fully liberated, healthy, and peaceful civilization."

$22% 3 . Properly managing water could pave the way for a civilization that is fully free, healthy, and
at peace.
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Paragraph 7 — JKHE F14

But water is complicated. First, there's no alternative. There are alternatives to coal and petroleum,
but water cannot be replaced. Second, water is intertwined with every other sector of society. Energy
production requires water for cooling power plants and fracturing shale. Agriculture needs water for
irrigation. Industry and cities use trillions of gallons of water for all sorts of purposes. Third, water
demands are growing at the same time supplies are fluctuating. Climate change is expected to intensify
droughts and floods while shifting where water will be and when. That means humanity will be
confronted with decisions about whether to move people to water or water to people.

L1335 Q43. What three reasons make water complicated? List them.

— (1) There's no alternative — water cannot be replaced. (2) Water is intertwined with every sector —
energy, agriculture, industry, cities. (3) Demands are growing while supplies are fluctuating — climate
change intensifies droughts and floods.

L1333 Q44. What does energy production need water for? What does agriculture need it for?
— Energy: cooling power plants and fracturing shale. Agriculture: irrigation.

L1333 Q45. What decision will humanity face about water and people?
— Whether to move people to water or water to people.

L2 #IH  Q46. Why is "no alternative" the first and most fundamental complication? What does it
mean for water's importance?



— Coal can be replaced by solar; petroleum by electricity. But water has no substitute — there is no
"alternative water." This makes water uniquely non-negotiable. You can transition away from oil; you
cannot transition away from water. This is why water is the ultimate resource.

L2 #%#  Q47. "Move people to water or water to people” — What does this mean? Give examples
of each approach.

— Move people to water: populations migrate to water-rich regions (e.g., climate refugees). Move
water to people: build aqueducts, pipelines, canals to transport water to populated areas (e.g., China's
South-North Water Diversion Project). Both approaches have enormous costs and consequences.

L3 &= Q48. The paragraph uses a three-part structure (First, Second, Third). Why this
organizational choice?

— The three-part structure makes complexity feel manageable — it's not a chaotic problem but a
structured one with three dimensions. Each "first/second/third" builds on the previous: no alternative
(fundamental) - intertwined (systemic) — growing vs. fluctuating (dynamic). The structure moves
from essence to system to change.

L37#Z Q49. "Intertwined" — Why this word instead of "connected" or "related"?

— "Intertwined" suggests threads woven together — you can't separate them without unraveling both.
"Connected" is looser; "intertwined" implies deep, structural interdependence. The word makes water
seem embedded in every aspect of society — pulling on water affects everything else.

L4 7E4r  Q50. "Move people to water or water to people” — Which approach do you think is
better? What are the trade-offs?

— (Discussion) Students debate the two approaches. Moving water: expensive, environmentally
disruptive, but keeps communities intact. Moving people: socially disruptive, cultural loss, but less
infrastructure. Examples: China's water diversion vs. migration. The question explores resource

geography.
L4 7¥4r  Q51. The paragraph says climate change will "shift where water will be and when." How
might this affect your region?

— (Discussion) Students consider local impacts of climate change on water — droughts, floods,
seasonal shifts. The question connects global climate change to personal experience.

JES 45> - Para. 7
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"That means humanity will be confronted with decisions about whether to move people to water or water
to people."”



£ F#Z R This means humans will face a choice: relocate populations to where water is abundant, or
transport water to where people already live.
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Paragraph 8 — fi# R : AKE/)
Thankfully, there are solutions. Some are large, incredibly expensive, and energy-intensive, such as
building cross-continent water-transfer aqueducts, new hydroelectric dams, and massive desalination
plants. Some are small, such as using micro water harvesters that condense water vapor out of the air.
All of them take a while.

L1353 Q46. What two categories of solutions does the author describe? Give examples of each.
— (1) Large, expensive, energy-intensive: cross-continent aqueducts, hydroelectric dams, massive
desalination plants. (2) Small: micro water harvesters that condense water vapor from the air.

L1Z3E53L  Q47. What does the author say about all solutions? What do they have in common?

— "All of them take a while" — none are quick fixes; they all require time to implement.

L2 #%#  Q48. Why does the author present both large and small solutions? What's the argument?

— Presenting both scales shows that solutions exist at every level — from massive infrastructure to

individual devices. The argument is that no single solution is sufficient; we need both. Large solutions
handle scale; small solutions handle accessibility. The variety also makes the problem feel solvable.

L2 #%#  Q49. "All of them take a while" — Why is this sentence important? How does it connect
to Para 1?
— This sentence connects back to the daughter's statement: "The scientists need time." The solutions
exist, but they take time — which is why conservation is necessary. Conservation buys the time that
solutions need. The essay comes full circle: the daughter's insight is validated by the technical reality.
L3R Q50. "Thankfully" — Why does the author use this word? What tone does it set?

— "Thankfully" shifts the tone from alarming (Para 7's complications) to hopeful. It acknowledges that
the situation is dire but not hopeless. The word also creates a conversational tone — the author is
talking WITH the reader, not lecturing. It makes the solutions feel accessible rather than intimidating.

L3R Q51. The paragraph contrasts "large" and "small" solutions. Why this binary? What
does it exclude?

— The binary (large vs. small) excludes medium-scale solutions — policy changes, water pricing,

community management. The binary simplifies the solution space into two extremes, which is

rhetorically effective but practically incomplete. The question explores what's missing from the binary.
L4 34 Q52. "All of them take a while" — Given that solutions take time, what should we do
NOW? Is conservation enough?



— (Discussion) Students explore the gap between solution and implementation. If desalination takes
20 years to scale, what do we do for 20 years? The question connects to the daughter's insight:
conservation is the bridge between problem and solution.

L4 14  Q53. Which type of solution — large or small — do you think is more promising? Why?

— (Discussion) Students debate large vs. small solutions. Large: scale, impact, but slow and expensive.
Small: fast, accessible, but limited scale. The question explores the trade-offs between infrastructure
and innovation.
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"All of them take a while."

$%%& X : Every one of these solutions requires significant time to implement and take effect.
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Paragraph 9 — 5 BBKTAS

In April 1961, President John F Kennedy said, "If we could ever competitively — at a cheap rate — get
freshwater from saltwater, it would be in the long-range interest of humanity and would really dwarf
any other scientific accomplishments." That was one month before his famous moon-shot speech.
Before the decade was over, we sent man to the moon and back. But we still haven't found a solution as
to how to get freshwater from saltwater without a lot of money and energy. That's mainly because our
great innovation apparatus has not been dedicated to water. Research budgets have prioritized energy,
defense, and health while mostly ignoring water, even though fixing water would help our energy,
defense, and health problems. If we spent as much money looking for water on Earth as we do
searching for it on Mars, the outcomes might be very different.

L1333 Q54. When did Kennedy make his statement? What was his famous speech one month
later?

— April 1961. One month later was his famous moon-shot speech — committing to send man to the
moon before the decade was over.

L13E3 Q55. What did Kennedy say about getting freshwater from saltwater? What would it
achieve?



— He said it "would be in the long-range interest of humanity and would really dwarf any other
scientific accomplishments."

L1335  Q56. What is the irony? What did we achieve, and what did we fail to achieve?

— We achieved the moon landing (within the decade) but still haven't solved desalination. We went to
the moon but can't cheaply get freshwater from saltwater.
L2 #1%#  Q57. Why does the author compare desalination to the moon landing? What's the
argument?
— The comparison shows that humanity CAN achieve ambitious goals when it commits resources. We
solved the moon challenge because we dedicated money and innovation to it. We haven't solved
desalination because we haven't dedicated the same resources. The argument: the problem isn't
capability, it's priority.
L2 #%#  Q58. "Research budgets have prioritized energy, defense, and health while mostly
ignoring water" — Why have these areas been prioritized? What does this reveal about priorities?
- Energy, defense, and health are seen as immediate national security concerns. Water has been
treated as a local issue, not a strategic one. This reveals a gap in strategic thinking: water underpins
energy, defense, and health, but it hasn't been funded as a priority. The priorities are reactive, not
systemic.
L3 /A= Q59. "If we spent as much money looking for water on Earth as we do searching for it
on Mars" — What is the author's point? Is this a criticism of space exploration?
— The author is highlighting a misallocation of resources: we spend billions searching for water on
Mars while ignoring water scarcity on Earth. It's not necessarily anti-space exploration — it's pro-Earth
priorities. The comparison is rhetorical: if we applied Mars-level funding to Earth's water, the
outcomes would be transformative.
L3 /%A= Q60. "Dwarf any other scientific accomplishments" — Why "dwarf"? What does this
word imply about the scale of desalination?
- "Dwarf" means to make seem small by comparison. Kennedy is saying desalination would be
bigger than the moon landing, bigger than any scientific achievement. The word implies that solving
water is the ultimate scientific challenge — more important than space, more impactful than any single
discovery.
L4 1F4t  Q61. The author implies we should spend less on space and more on water. Do you
agree? Or are both important?
— (Discussion) Students debate resource allocation between space exploration and Earth's problems.
Arguments for space: spin-off technologies, inspiration, long-term survival. Arguments for water:
immediate need, lives at stake. The question explores the ethics of scientific priorities.
L4 74 Q62. Kennedy made this statement in 1961 — over 60 years ago. Have we made progress
on desalination? Or are we still where we were?
— (Discussion) Students research current desalination technology. Progress: Israel, Saudi Arabia have
large plants. But it's still expensive and energy-intensive. The question explores whether Kennedy's
challenge has been partially met.
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"If we spent as much money looking for water on Earth as we do searching for it on Mars, the outcomes
might be very different."

2% 3 If we invested as much funding in finding water solutions on our own planet as we spend
exploring for water on Mars, the results could be dramatically better.
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Paragraph 10 — Z51E : 1295 HUETE)

In the end, we can solve the water problem. But we need aggressive conservation that will buy us time
while our inventors get to work.

i

L1335 Q57. Can we solve the water problem? What do we need to do?

- Yes, we can solve it. But we need aggressive conservation to buy us time while inventors get to
work.

L1353  Q58. What are the two parallel actions needed? Who does each?

— (1) Aggressive conservation (everyone) (2) Inventors getting to work (scientists/engineers).
Conservation buys time; innovation solves the problem.

- "Aggressive" means forceful, determined, not passive. It implies that conservation must be
proactive and intense — not just turning off the faucet occasionally, but systematic, large-scale
reduction. The word elevates conservation from a personal virtue to a strategic necessity.

— The daughter said "The scientists need time." The final paragraph says conservation "will buy us
time while our inventors get to work." The essay comes full circle: the daughter's insight IS the essay's
conclusion. Conservation buys time; time enables innovation; innovation solves the problem. The
structure validates the daughter's wisdom.

L3 /A= Q61. "In the end" — Why this phrase? What does it achieve?



— "In the end" signals the conclusion — after all the complexity (paras 3-9), the answer is simple:
conserve and invent. The phrase creates a sense of finality and clarity. After pages of analysis, the
reader gets a two-sentence summary. The brevity mirrors the daughter's simplicity in Para 1.

L3 /A= Q62. "While our inventors get to work" — Why "our" inventors? What does this
pronoun achieve?

— "Our" makes inventors belong to all of us — they are not distant experts but part of our collective
effort. The pronoun creates shared responsibility: conservation is what WE do; invention is what OUR
inventors do. Together, we solve the problem. The word builds solidarity.

L4 7Efr  Q63. The essay ends with a call for "aggressive conservation.” What does aggressive
conservation look like in practice? What would you change in your daily life?

— (Discussion) Students propose specific conservation actions: shorter showers, fixing leaks,
rainwater harvesting, reducing water-intensive foods. The question moves from theory to practice.

L4 7Efr  Q64. The essay argues that conservation + innovation = solution. Do you agree? Or is
there a third element missing (e.g., policy, education, justice)?

— (Discussion) Students explore what else is needed beyond conservation and innovation. Policy:
water pricing, regulations. Education: awareness. Justice: equitable distribution. The question examines
the limits of the essay's two-part solution.
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"But we need aggressive conservation that will buy us time while our inventors get to work."

%2 Z X : But we must aggressively conserve water to give our scientists and engineers the time they
need to develop solutions.
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Complete the passage with words from the text.

The author's seven-year-old daughter once at him for not turning off the water fast enough,
saying "The scientists need ." That statement still in his ears today. Water is
on track to be the most important and most resource of the 21st century, potentially
replacing as the trigger for geopolitical conflicts. Nobel Laureate Richard Smalley ranked
humanity's top problems: energy first, water . Solving energy enables clean water; clean
water enables and environmental protection. Water is complicated because there's no

, it's with every sector, and demands are growing while supplies




. Solutions exist — from massive plants to micro water —

but all take time. Kennedy predicted in 1961 that desalination would any other scientific
accomplishment, but research budgets have energy, defense, and health over water. In the
end, we need conservation to buy time while inventors get to work.

SELR growled, time, rings, contentious, oil, second, food, alternative, intertwined, fluctuate,
desalination, harvesters, dwarf, prioritized, aggressive
I1. ¥ (True or False)

1. __ The author's daughter was angry because he used too much toothpaste. (F — she was angry about
wasting water)

2. ___ Water could replace oil as the strategic resource that triggers conflicts. (T)

3. ___ Smalley ranked water as the most important problem. (F — energy was first, water second)

4. ___ There are alternatives to water, just as there are alternatives to coal. (F — "there's no alternative" to
water)

5. __ Climate change will make water supplies more stable. (F — it will intensify droughts and floods,

making supplies fluctuate)

6. ___ Kennedy made his desalination statement after the moon landing. (F — it was one month
BEFORE the moon-shot speech)

7. ___Research budgets have prioritized water over energy and defense. (F — they've prioritized energy,
defense, and health, ignoring water)

8. The author believes conservation alone can solve the water problem. (F — conservation buys time;
inventors must also find solutions)

1. 393988 (Discussion)
1. The essay opens with a child's insight and ends with a call for "aggressive conservation." How does the
personal anecdote frame the global argument?

2. Smalley's list ranks energy first, water second. Do you agree with this ranking? Would you reorder any
of the top 5?

3. "Move people to water or water to people" — Which approach does China's South-North Water
Diversion Project represent? What are its pros and cons?

4. The author compares desalination funding to Mars exploration funding. Is this a fair comparison? Or
are they fundamentally different types of investment?

5. If you could allocate $1 billion to solve one water problem, what would you fund: desalination,
conservation education, infrastructure, or research? Why?

IV. E{E{E£% (Writing Task)

Write a short essay (150-200 words) on one of the following topics:

Topic A: Describe a water-related issue in your region. What is the problem, and what solutions would
you propose?

Topic B: "The scientists need time." — Do you agree that conservation is primarily about buying time? Or
does conservation have intrinsic value beyond time?

Topic C: Write a letter to your local government about water conservation. What policies would you
recommend, and why?



R © Z/AMFF 3 MREIC4EA (conserve, contentious, alternative, intertwined, fluctuate,
desalination, aggressive %) @ & Z /) 1 4> personal reflection @ E/X1EM , BiEIE



