The Youngest Corporal — Worksheet
Part I: Reading & Questions
Para 1: A Story of Survival
	This is a story of survival, the incredible story of how a six-year-old Jewish boy survived the Nazis' final solution and kept how he survived a secret for more than 50 years.


L1: What is this story about?  ____________________
L2: Why does the author call it 'incredible'?  ____________________
L3: What does 'kept how he survived a secret for 50 years' imply?  ____________________
Para 2: From Witness to Mascot
	It's the story of Alex Kurzem, who at the age of six watched his family being shot by the Nazis. He escaped and wandered alone for months until he was captured by Nazi soldiers. But instead of killing him, they made him their mascot.


L1: What happened to Alex's family?  ____________________
L2: How did Alex become a Nazi mascot?  ____________________
L3: What is the irony of being a Jewish boy as a Nazi mascot?  ____________________
Para 3: What Alex Remembered
	Alex was so young, he quickly forgot his family name, his age, and the name of his village. But he did remember that night when Nazi soldiers burst into his house and began beating his mother.


L1: What did Alex forget?  ____________________
L2: What did Alex remember?  ____________________
L3: Why does he remember violence but forget names?  ____________________
Para 4: Tomorrow We All Have to Die
	Kurzem's mother hid her children under her skirts as the blows rained down. But while she could shield them from the soldiers' blows, she could not protect her children from their bullets. That night Alex's mother took him in her arms, saying, Tomorrow we all have to die.


L1: What did Alex's mother do to protect her children?  ____________________
L2: What did the mother say that night?  ____________________
L3: What does 'she could shield them from blows but not from bullets' mean?  ____________________
Para 5: Crawling to Survival
	However, unwilling to die, Alex crawled through the grass that night and snuck past Nazi soldiers up to the top of a hill. He hid in a forest overlooking the village. When day broke he heard a lot of noise below. Looking down, he saw soldiers lining up people and shooting them in a big pit. And his family were among them.


L1: How did Alex escape?  ____________________
L2: What did Alex see when day broke?  ____________________
L3: Why does the author describe Alex seeing his family being shot?  ____________________
Para 6: The Records
	Village records say the Nazis killed more than 1,600 people there on October 21, 1941, and Nazi records show that a Nazi battalion took Alex in on July 12, 1942.


L1: How many people were killed on October 21, 1941?  ____________________
L2: When did the Nazi battalion take Alex in?  ____________________
L3: Why does the author cite specific dates and numbers?  ____________________
Para 7: Months of Wandering
	The months in between are a mystery. Alex says all he remembers is wandering alone, cold and hungry in the forest. He took a winter coat off a dead soldier to keep from freezing to death. And he slept in empty sheds and trees.


L1: What happened in the months between?  ____________________
L2: How did Alex survive the cold?  ____________________
L3: What does 'a mystery' suggest about this period?  ____________________
Para 8: The Wrong Door
	He begged for food at farm houses, until one day he knocked on the wrong door. The man who opened the door took him to a Nazi soldier.


L1: What happened when Alex begged for food?  ____________________
L2: Why is this called 'the wrong door'?  ____________________
L3: What is the irony of 'the wrong door'?  ____________________
Para 9: Pity and a New Life
	Quite unexpectedly, that soldier took pity on the little boy. He not only gave Alex bread, he gave him his life. He told the other soldiers that Alex was a Russian orphan. The soldiers gave him a new name and made him the mascot, a good luck charm, of their division.


L1: What did the Nazi soldier do for Alex?  ____________________
L2: Why did the soldier lie about Alex being a Russian orphan?  ____________________
L3: What does 'gave him his life' mean?  ____________________
Para 10: The Youngest Corporal
	The soldiers gave him SS uniforms and made him the youngest corporal in the Nazi army. Alex marched off with his division as they went off to kill Jews.


L1: What did the soldiers give Alex?  ____________________
L2: What did Alex do with his division?  ____________________
L3: What is the deepest irony of this story?  ____________________
Para 11: Sent to Safety
	Later in the war, when the fighting became too intense with the Russian advance, his fellow soldiers gave him to a prominent Nazi family in Riga, Latvia.


L1: What happened when fighting became too intense?  ____________________
L2: Why did soldiers give Alex away?  ____________________
L3: What does this act reveal about the soldiers?  ____________________
Para 12: Propaganda Star
	During the summers when he was 7 and 8, Alex and his Latvian foster family spent their weekends at a beach near Riga. There the Germans made a propaganda film starring Alex, the youngest corporal in the Nazi army, a role model for the master race.


L1: What did the Germans make at the beach?  ____________________
L2: Why did the Germans use Alex for propaganda?  ____________________
L3: What is the irony of a Jewish boy being a 'role model for the master race'?  ____________________
Para 13: Living in Fear
	Alex felt funny. He lived in fear every day. He was afraid the soldiers and his foster family would discover his identity. He had to be aware every moment no matter where he was, that he was living under false pretenses. Once discovered, he would be gone.


L1: How did Alex feel every day?  ____________________
L2: What does 'living under false pretenses' mean?  ____________________
L3: What does 'once discovered, he would be gone' reveal?  ____________________
Para 14: After the War
	After the war, he migrated to Australia, married and had his own family. But he still kept his secrets and didn't tell anyone that he'd spent the war with the Nazis or that he was a Jew.


L1: What did Alex do after the war?  ____________________
L2: Did Alex tell anyone about his past?  ____________________
L3: Why couldn't Alex tell his story?  ____________________
Para 15: 50 Years of Silence
	He kept those secrets for more than 50 years before he felt compelled to answer the questions that had haunted him since the war. He thought before he died, he should know who he was. And also he always wished to go back to the village and put a flower on his mother's grave.


L1: How long did Alex keep his secrets?  ____________________
L2: Why did Alex finally feel compelled to answer his questions?  ____________________
L3: What does 'he should know who he was' reveal?  ____________________
Para 16: Koidanov
	But this wouldn't be easy. Orphaned at age six, he had long forgotten his true identity. He didn't know his name or his birth date. The only clue he had to anything was one word that had stuck in his mind for all those years: Koidanov.


L1: What was the only clue Alex had?  ____________________
L2: Why was it difficult to find his identity?  ____________________
L3: What does 'one word that had stuck in his mind' symbolize?  ____________________
Part II: Vocab | III: Translation | IV: Grammar
P1: survival, incredible, Jewish, survived, solution | Tr: This is a story of survival, t.. CN:__
G1-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. story  B. survival  C. incredible  D. Jewish)  Ans:__
G1-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. survival  B. incredible  C. Jewish  D. survived)  Ans:__
P2: Kurzem, watched, family, escaped, wandered | Tr: It's the story of Alex Kurzem,.. CN:__
G2-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. story  B. Kurzem  C. watched  D. family)  Ans:__
G2-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Kurzem  B. watched  C. family  D. being)  Ans:__
P3: quickly, forgot, family, village, remember | Tr: Alex was so young, he quickly .. CN:__
G3-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. young  B. quickly  C. forgot  D. family)  Ans:__
G3-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. quickly  B. forgot  C. family  D. village)  Ans:__
P4: Kurzem, mother, children, skirts, rained | Tr: Kurzem's mother hid her childr.. CN:__
G4-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Kurzem  B. mother  C. children  D. under)  Ans:__
G4-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. mother  B. children  C. under  D. skirts)  Ans:__
P5: However, unwilling, crawled, through, soldiers | Tr: However, unwilling to die, Ale.. CN:__
G5-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. However  B. unwilling  C. crawled  D. through)  Ans:__
G5-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. unwilling  B. crawled  C. through  D. grass)  Ans:__
P6: Village, records, killed, people, October | Tr: Village records say the Nazis .. CN:__
G6-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Village  B. records  C. Nazis  D. killed)  Ans:__
G6-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. records  B. Nazis  C. killed  D. people)  Ans:__
P7: months, between, mystery, remembers, wandering | Tr: The months in between are a my.. CN:__
G7-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. months  B. between  C. mystery  D. remembers)  Ans:__
G7-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. between  B. mystery  C. remembers  D. wandering)  Ans:__
P8: begged, houses, knocked, opened, soldier | Tr: He begged for food at farm hou.. CN:__
G8-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. begged  B. houses  C. until  D. knocked)  Ans:__
G8-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. houses  B. until  C. knocked  D. wrong)  Ans:__
P9: unexpectedly, soldier, little, soldiers, Russian | Tr: Quite unexpectedly, that soldi.. CN:__
G9-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Quite  B. unexpectedly  C. soldier  D. little)  Ans:__
G9-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. unexpectedly  B. soldier  C. little  D. bread)  Ans:__
P10: soldiers, uniforms, youngest, corporal, marched | Tr: The soldiers gave him SS unifo.. CN:__
G10-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. soldiers  B. uniforms  C. youngest  D. corporal)  Ans:__
G10-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. uniforms  B. youngest  C. corporal  D. marched)  Ans:__
P11: fighting, became, intense, Russian, advance | Tr: Later in the war, when the fig.. CN:__
G11-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Later  B. fighting  C. became  D. intense)  Ans:__
G11-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. fighting  B. became  C. intense  D. Russian)  Ans:__
P12: During, summers, Latvian, foster, family | Tr: During the summers when he was.. CN:__
G12-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. During  B. summers  C. Latvian  D. foster)  Ans:__
G12-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. summers  B. Latvian  C. foster  D. family)  Ans:__
P13: afraid, soldiers, foster, family, discover | Tr: Alex felt funny... CN:__
G13-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. funny  B. lived  C. every  D. afraid)  Ans:__
G13-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. lived  B. every  C. afraid  D. soldiers)  Ans:__
P14: migrated, Australia, married, family, secrets | Tr: After the war, he migrated to .. CN:__
G14-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. After  B. migrated  C. Australia  D. married)  Ans:__
G14-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. migrated  B. Australia  C. married  D. family)  Ans:__
P15: secrets, before, compelled, answer, questions | Tr: He kept those secrets for more.. CN:__
G15-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. those  B. secrets  C. years  D. before)  Ans:__
G15-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. secrets  B. years  C. before  D. compelled)  Ans:__
P16: wouldn, Orphaned, forgotten, identity, anything | Tr: But this wouldn't be easy... CN:__
G16-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. wouldn  B. Orphaned  C. forgotten  D. identity)  Ans:__
G16-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Orphaned  B. forgotten  C. identity  D. birth)  Ans:__




