A Well-Off Life — Worksheet
Part I: Reading & Questions
Para 1: An Unsung Hero
	At the award ceremony of the 2020 Touching China Person of the Year, a man with a slightly stooped back but a resolute expression on his face stepped into the limelight. Eight days later, he was honored as a model poverty fighter at a grand gathering held in Beijing. The man was Mao Xianglin, 62, from Chongqing. He took center stage twice within a few days, but he had remained an unsung hero for over two decades, when he led the folks in a poor, isolated village on a pathbreaking journey to a better life.


L1: Who is the man mentioned in Para 1?  ____________________
L2: Why does the author say he remained an unsung hero for over two decades?  ____________________
L3: What does 'took center stage twice within a few days' imply?  ____________________
Para 2: Xiazhuang Village
	Xiazhuang Village, where Mao comes from, is located at the bottom of a valley, with cliffs hundreds of meters high on all sides. Life there was extremely hard.


L1: Where is Xiazhuang Village located?  ____________________
L2: Why was life there extremely hard?  ____________________
L3: What does 'bottom of a valley with cliffs on all sides' suggest?  ____________________
Para 3: Building a Road
	Changes happened in 1997, when 38-year-old Mao took up the post of village head. He called a meeting and proposed building a road by themselves to link the area to the outside world. However, his suggestion met with disapproval. Mao tried hard to persuade the 400 villagers through patience and sincerity. Finally, the villagers reached an agreement to build the road with self-raised funds.


L1: What did Mao propose in 1997?  ____________________
L2: How did Mao persuade the 400 villagers?  ____________________
L3: Why did the villagers initially disapprove?  ____________________
Para 4: Seven Years of Hard Work
	Later that year, around 100 villagers rolled up their sleeves. Led by Mao, in the daytime, they drilled holes, placed explosives, and carried rocks; at night, they slept in caves having a safety rope around the waist with the other end tied to a big tree growing in a crack in the rocks. Year after year they kept working hard for seven years running. In March 2004, the two-meter-wide and eight-kilometer-long road, winding through cliffs, was completed. It is more than a road; it is a dream of shaking off poverty that began to come true.


L1: How long did it take to complete the road?  ____________________
L2: What did the villagers do during the day and at night?  ____________________
L3: What does 'it is more than a road; it is a dream' mean?  ____________________
Para 5: Creating a Better Life
	Then Mao began to think about what else could be done to create a better life for the villagers. After visiting nearby villages and seeking advice from agricultural experts, he encouraged the villagers to plant oranges, sesame, wheat, watermelon, and pumpkins. Young villagers even went further, selling their produce online. A new agricultural mode emerged, with fruits as the mainstay and multiple cash crops developing simultaneously. The village prospered in that manner over the years. The average yearly disposable income of the villagers topped 13,000 yuan per person in 2020, more than 40 times the amount before the construction of the road.


L1: What did Mao encourage villagers to plant?  ____________________
L2: What was the new agricultural mode?  ____________________
L3: How much did the income increase?  ____________________
Para 6: Three Ways of Tourism
	The situation kept improving. With funds from the local government, Mao led the villagers to renovate and widen the road. As a result, a new blueprint for economic prosperity has unfolded for the village. We have tried three ways of developing local tourism, said Mao. First, some houses have been renovated and turned into guesthouses for travelers. Second, a small museum has been built for visitors to learn about the spirit of self-reliance. Third, more investment has been made in fruit planting and fruit-picking tours can be arranged.


L1: What are the three ways of developing local tourism?  ____________________
L2: Why did Mao develop tourism?  ____________________
L3: What does 'a new blueprint for economic prosperity' suggest?  ____________________
Para 7: A Good Life in Your Own Hands
	Mao has fulfilled his promise to the villagers. Under his leadership, a total of 96 households were lifted out of poverty. In Mao's mind, a good life is in everyone's own hands.


L1: How many households were lifted out of poverty?  ____________________
L2: What is Mao's belief about a good life?  ____________________
L3: What does 'a good life is in everyone's own hands' mean?  ____________________
Part II: Vocab | III: Translation | IV: Grammar
P1: ceremony, Touching, Person, slightly, stooped | Tr: At the award ceremony of the 2.. CN:__
G1-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. award  B. ceremony  C. Touching  D. China)  Ans:__
G1-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. ceremony  B. Touching  C. China  D. Person)  Ans:__
P2: Xiazhuang, Village, located, bottom, valley | Tr: Xiazhuang Village, where Mao c.. CN:__
G2-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Xiazhuang  B. Village  C. where  D. comes)  Ans:__
G2-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Village  B. where  C. comes  D. located)  Ans:__
P3: Changes, happened, village, called, meeting | Tr: Changes happened in 1997, when.. CN:__
G3-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Changes  B. happened  C. village  D. called)  Ans:__
G3-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. happened  B. village  C. called  D. meeting)  Ans:__
P4: around, villagers, rolled, sleeves, daytime | Tr: Later that year, around 100 vi.. CN:__
G4-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Later  B. around  C. villagers  D. rolled)  Ans:__
G4-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. around  B. villagers  C. rolled  D. their)  Ans:__
P5: create, better, villagers, visiting, nearby | Tr: Then Mao began to think about .. CN:__
G5-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. began  B. think  C. about  D. could)  Ans:__
G5-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. think  B. about  C. could  D. create)  Ans:__
P6: situation, improving, government, villagers, renovate | Tr: The situation kept improving... CN:__
G6-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. situation  B. improving  C. funds  D. local)  Ans:__
G6-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. improving  B. funds  C. local  D. government)  Ans:__
P7: fulfilled, promise, villagers, leadership, households | Tr: Mao has fulfilled his promise .. CN:__
G7-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. fulfilled  B. promise  C. villagers  D. Under)  Ans:__
G7-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. promise  B. villagers  C. Under  D. leadership)  Ans:__




