Unit 2  Freshman Year
Worksheet - Student Practice
Text: All Grown Up and Still in Tow | Reading 1: Learning to Make a Difference | Reading 2: Universities Encourage New Students to Go It Alone
| Part I: Comprehension Check  课文理解
| 2.1  Focusing on Main Ideas  主旨理解
Complete the following paragraph with key information from the text.
One day, at the registrar's office of a college, I noticed how parents are behaving with their college-age children nowadays. Obviously students are young (1)____________ and can handle registration by (2)____________, but their parents completely (3)____________ the situation. In a seminar for teaching assistants, I was surprised to hear that parents often go to their office to (4)____________ about marks and assignments their children have got. What I have seen and heard has left me feeling (5)____________. Unlike my parents allowing me to make (6)____________ in my life, parents of today's college students seem never to give their children a chance to take (7)____________.
| 2.2  Digging into Detail  细节理解
Answer the following questions. Write down key words first.
1. Why does the author think the student's father misguided? [Para. 5]
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
2. What does the word "issue" most probably mean, judging from the context? [Para. 8]
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
3. According to the author, what are the two problems baby-boomer parents struggle with? [Para. 9]
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
4. What does the author do at the university? [Para. 17]
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
5. How does the author explain what leads to her success? [Para. 18]
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
| 2.3  Understanding Difficult Sentences  难句理解
Choose the answer that correctly interprets the sentence from the text.
1. I thought about those small bits of self-confidence that were so painstakingly built in boyhood, and how they were being crushed at the counter. [Para. 6]
A) A) I thought about how the young man had gradually managed to build his self-confidence as a boy and how it was now being destroyed at the counter.
B) B) I thought about how a boy could be so shy and felt so much pain as he grew up and why he was feeling even more afraid to talk at the counter.

2. So whatever are you doing in line with them at the registrar's office? [Para. 10]
A) A) So I don't understand why you are still waiting in line with your children at the registrar's office!
B) B) So I don't really care what you are doing while waiting in line with your children at the registrar's office.

3. I learned to find my way through the perils and pleasures of university life. [Para. 12]
A) A) I learned to take part in risky and enjoyable activities at university.
B) B) I went through the challenges of university life and also experienced its joys.

4. Naturally, I made mistakes, but then I still do. [Para. 12]
A) A) Of course, I made mistakes, but, well, you see, I still make mistakes now.
B) B) Of course, I made mistakes, but now I can do pretty well.

5. They never set foot in a university. [Para. 14]
A) A) My parents never wanted to attend university.
B) B) My parents never received a college education.

| Part II: Focusing on Language in Context  语言聚焦
| 1.1  Fill in the Blanks  选词填空
Word Bank: accompany | assignment | combine | crush | embarrassed | faculty | incident | inevitable | loan | misguide | negotiate | undertake | seminar | find one's way | let go | reflect on | stand in line
Fill in the blanks with words or phrases from the box below. Change the form where necessary.
1. Learn to listen to criticism (批评) but don't get ____________ by it.
2. Students who think they have paid and can pass exams by right have come to college with a(n) ____________ belief. They must earn grades.
3. Making mistakes is ____________ as one grows up. What is important is to learn from them.
4. Remember what our professor said. If you fail to complete your ____________ on time, you may lose points for your final grade.
5. What's done is done. Believe me! You'll feel less pain in life if you learn to ____________.
6. In the U.S., two thirds of students pay for college through ____________ and will have to pay them back with interest after graduation.
7. Many freshmen can be seen patiently ____________ to buy their most wanted college T-shirt on their first day on campus.
8. I'm really feeling ____________. I wish I had never said such stupid things in the presence of my friend.
9. If students are not satisfied with their grades, should the college allow them to ____________ grades with their professors?
10. The Minister of Education is visiting our campus ____________ by our university president.
11. Our professor meets his advanced students once a week to hold a(n) ____________ on adult development. He always invites us to attend it too.
12. No matter how big the campus is, I'm sure I can ____________ around in a few days.
13. Several students have reported the loss of valuables in their dorms. Police are now investigating (调查) these serious ____________.
14. ____________ on past language learning experiences, I've come to realize that practice makes perfect.
15. Our university enrolls more students than our city's other two colleges ____________.
| 1.2  Replace the Underlined Part  替换画线部分
Word Bank: in tow | muddle through | set foot in | stay put | take charge
Replace the underlined part of each sentence with a phrase from the box below. Write your answer in the brackets. Change the form where necessary.
1. I'll never go to the little restaurant again! Their food made me sick.  (  ____________  )
2. Setting goals can help to strengthen your motivation and gain control of your life.  (  ____________  )
3. I wasn't really interested in math, but I managed to do it somehow.  (  ____________  )
4. Just stay where you are, and I'm going to call an ambulance.  (  ____________  )
5. I threw a birthday party last Friday night, and Steve, as usual, had his girlfriend with him.  (  ____________  )
| 1.3  Complete the Sentences  补全句子
Complete each of the following sentences after the model with the word or phrase in brackets. Make changes or additions where necessary.
Model: The girl wanted to run away following an argument with her parents. They were worried and pleaded with her not to leave. (plead, leave)
1. The American girl remains excited over her first trip to China several days after her return. She says, "I'm ____________________________________________." (in disbelief)
Ans: ____________________________________________________________
2. I thought Vivian, my close friend, would help me with my assignment, but I was really ____________________________________________. (embarrassed, immediate refusal)
Ans: ____________________________________________________________
3. We won't go out in the thunderstorm now because we ____________________________________________. (aware, danger)
Ans: ____________________________________________________________
4. Be more ____________________________________________ than your appearance, because your character is what you really are while your appearance is just what you look like. (be concerned with)
Ans: ____________________________________________________________
5. The university has an Office of Information Technology. Why don't we call them to ____________________________________________? We often can't get online in our dorm. (complain, connection)
Ans: ____________________________________________________________
| 2  Usage: The Emphatic Use of do  do的强调用法
Do as auxiliary verb (助动词) can be used before verbs for emphasis (强调), especially verbs like hope, believe, think, feel, etc. Besides, it is often used together with words such as but, however, nonetheless and though/although to show contrast. In speech it needs to be stressed (重读).
e.g. 1) I really do love it.  2) Nonetheless, I do remember what it was like to be an 18-year-old undergraduate.
Use the emphatic do with the words in brackets to complete each of the following sentences.
1. I know you're shy and afraid of making mistakes, but you ____________________________________________. (need, more practice, improve your spoken English)
2. My mom wouldn't admit it, but she ____________________________________________. (have tears in her eyes, she waved me goodbye)
3. I understand you have the right to complain about your grade. However, everyone ____________________________________________. (have to, follow the right steps and show enough evidence)
4. You may think William's lazy, but as his friend, I ____________________________________________. (know, he works hard on his assignments)
5. Tony, I ____________________________________________. (hope you're old enough, take good care, at college)
| 3  Sentence Patterns  句型练习
Complete each of the following sentences in English according to the Chinese given. Use a sentence pattern from the boxes below.
Pattern 1: one's heart/thoughts go(es) out to sb.  (e.g. My heart went out to him. Para. 1)
Pattern 2: ...rather...  (e.g. Mom and Dad, your children are no longer children. Rather, they are eagerly trying to be adults. Para. 10)
1. 在美国，如果你的家人去世，朋友们会在慰问卡上写道："请接受我的慰问"。
   In the U.S., if a family member of yours has died, your friends often write in their sympathy cards, "________________________________________________________."

2. 当中国西南部发生地震时，我们对受灾的家庭满怀同情。
   When an earthquake happened in southwestern China, _______________________________________ who were affected.

3. 尽管外面噪音很大，我的朋友John没有抱怨，而是依旧很专心地戴着耳机听音乐。
   It was very noisy outside but my friend John didn't complain. ________________________________________, he remained focused on ________________________________________ on his earphones.

4. 改革开放前，这地方不是现在这样的繁荣城市，相反，它仅仅是一个小渔村。
   Before the reform and opening up, the place was not the prosperous city it is now. ________________________________________.

5. 在追梦的过程中，你需要在乎的不是别人要你做什么，而是你自己真正想要做什么。
   What you need to care about in chasing your dream is not what others tell you to do, but ________________________________________.

| 4  Comprehensive Practice  综合练习
Pair work: Work with your partner to complete the following dialogues, using the words and phrases in brackets. Make changes or additions where necessary.
Model: A: What should parents do after they have sent off their children to college? Any advice?
B: Well, empty nest doesn't have to mean feeling empty. Do not be overly concerned with their children's success. After all, it is inevitable that they grow up and leave home someday. Parents, instead, can reflect on those great days before they had kids. (inevitable, be concerned with, reflect on)
Dialogue 1
A: Unlike the campuses of Chinese colleges and universities, American college campuses have seen shootings frequently. It is pretty scary.
B: Yes, the news reports do give you such an impression. Every time there is a(n) ______________, people discuss ______________ gun control. ______________, many Americans still believe in the right to own a gun.
Keywords: (nonetheless, incident, issue)

Dialogue 2
A: I'm shocked to see my final grade. They say that in the U.S., students can talk to the professor and get the grade changed. Do you think I can do that?
B: If the recorded grade is wrong, you ______________ have reason to be ______________ and should go to ______________. And if you're not satisfied with your grade, you should also remember ______________ early, for example, right after each ______________ or quiz has been graded.
Keywords: (negotiate your grade, do, assignment, in disbelief, complain)

Dialogue 3
A: Professors are now judged by how many research papers they have published. Do you think they will care about teaching any more?
B: A good question. This has become ______________. Under the current system, ______________ members ______________ research work and focus less on teaching. Some of them just ______________ classroom teaching.
Keywords: (faculty, undertake, issue, muddle through)

Dialogue 4
A: Professors have office hours and expect students to come by. But how can I make good use of the time when I go to talk to the professor?
B: I think you should get prepared with questions before ______________ the professor's office. If you know what you're asking, ______________ that the professor will be very supportive as you're obviously showing that you can ______________ your learning.
Keywords: (no doubt, set foot in, take charge)


| Reading 1: Learning to Make a Difference
Read the article on Textbook pp.44-46. Decide whether the following statements are True (T) or False (F).
1. T  /  F    The author and his wife drove their youngest son to Davidson College.
2. T  /  F    They felt relaxed (放松的) when they said goodbye to their son.
3. T  /  F    Freshman year is the most special year in a young adult's life mainly because they will acquire new knowledge.
4. T  /  F    The author appreciates (赏识) the education philosophy of Davidson College.
5. T  /  F    On the way home the author kept on thinking about what would happen to his son at college.
6. T  /  F    Young people like the author's son are interested in the debate over Iran's nuclear intentions and the Gulf oil spill.
7. T  /  F    Both Albert Einstein and the author consider imagination more important than knowledge.
8. T  /  F    When we judge the value of a man, we should consider what he gives instead of what he is able to receive.
9. T  /  F    Book learning and lab time will be most helpful for college students if they have a sharp sense of inquiry, a good world-view, and a real commitment to community and to helping others.
10. T  /  F    It can be inferred (推断) from the text that the author thinks that GPA also matters most at college.
| Reading 1: Translation  翻译
Translate the following sentences from the article into Chinese.
1. We are excited, knowing what great experiences await him over the next four years, a bit worried that he will have most of those experiences without us, and sad that the nest will go empty with their flying.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
2. It is a year when our children begin learning to develop an entirely new relationship with the world as they head down the road to independence.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
3. I can't help but wonder what the world holds in store for him and whether the brilliant, well-rounded education he is about to receive will prove to be enough.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
4. Four years from now we hope our son becomes self-assured and self-aware, with a sense of opportunity and one of obligation — and with the imagination to make a difference.
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

| Reading 2: Universities Encourage New Students to Go It Alone
Read the article on Textbook pp.47-48. Answer the following questions.
1. What kind of scene did we use to see in Chinese universities when freshmen reported to school?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
2. What campaign did Tsinghua University launch last year?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
3. What response did Tsinghua's call receive from students and other universities?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
4. What is the purpose of encouraging freshmen to enroll by themselves?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

| Self-Assessment  自我评估
[  ] 1. I can understand the main idea of the texts about freshman year experiences.
[  ] 2. I can use the key vocabulary correctly (accompany, assignment, inevitable, negotiate, etc.).
[  ] 3. I can use the emphatic do for emphasis in sentences.
[  ] 4. I can use sentence patterns (one's heart goes out to / ...rather...).
[  ] 5. I can translate English sentences into Chinese accurately.
[  ] 6. I can talk about my own freshman year experience and university life.




