Smartphone — Worksheet
Part I: Reading & Questions
Para 1: To Hell With You
	I am so tired of the way you dominate my thoughts and actions like an undeserving crush. You're a thief. You steal my time from my family, my thoughts from the actual world and you take my concentration away during, well, everything. Because of you and your stupid unopened message reminders, I can no longer sit through a show, maintain an uninterrupted conversation or truly be fully present anywhere unless I need to feel oh-so-important based on how many emails have arrived within the last three minutes. So hey, to hell with you.


L1: What does the author call the smartphone?  ____________________
L2: What can't the author do because of the phone?  ____________________
L3: What does 'to hell with you' reveal about the author's attitude?  ____________________
Para 2: But Thank You
	But on the other hand, I'm writing this complaint from a lounge chair in the mountains, watching the fireflies show off while my dogs snore at my feet. Because of you, I can simultaneously attend an impromptu party thrown by my 5-year-old and a long standing weekly conference call with my boss. I won't bore you Smartphone, with the deep, intricate sense of guilt that comes with trying to be a professional and a parent at the same moment (I'm sure there's an app for that anyway), but the fact is, I should probably be thanking you. You allow me so much more time with my sons than my parents had with me. You practically let me lead two lives at once — it's not without challenges, but it's worth it. Instead of yelling at you, I should be marveling at the fact that, because you remember everything, I don't have to crowd my brain with things like contact numbers and birthdays. I can turn my thoughts to more delicious things.


L1: What is the author doing while writing?  ____________________
L2: What does the smartphone allow the author to do?  ____________________
L3: What does 'I should be thanking you' reveal?  ____________________
Para 3: 10 Minutes of Magic
	Because of you, Smartphone, I can know what's going on around the world, donate to charity, check the weather and call my mom all within 10 minutes. Then while I spend the next 50 minutes with my sons, I can capture life's brief sweetness to relive with my husband when he gets home or send to friends across the globe in an instant, showing off how awesome my kids are (because that's not annoying at all).


L1: What can the author do in 10 minutes?  ____________________
L2: What does the author do with her sons for the next 50 minutes?  ____________________
L3: What does '10 minutes vs 50 minutes' suggest?  ____________________
Para 4: It's Not You, It's Me
	So it actually isn't you. It is totally me. No should mean no, I should turn you off when I walk in the door, and I should stop basing my sense of self worth on how much you're blowing up. I've got to re-engage in the world instead of secretly feeling engaged to you.


L1: Who is responsible according to the author?  ____________________
L2: What should the author do?  ____________________
L3: What does 'no should mean no' reveal?  ____________________
Para 5: Let's Strike a Deal
	So let's strike a deal: You keep doing the great job you do; remind me of appointments, obligations and meetings, keep me up to date on my favorite bands, connect me to the world when I want to be, and then if you love me, let me go. For my part, I will look up. I will take notice. I will stop. I'm going to breathe, savor, touch, feel and live without you for several stretches a day. If I love me, I will let you go.


L1: What deal does the author propose?  ____________________
L2: What will the author do?  ____________________
L3: What does 'if you love me, let me go' mean?  ____________________
Para 6: You Are My Servant
	Our relationship used to be a give and take. But from now on, this relationship is a one-way street. I own you for all the great things you can bring my life, but you don't own me in return. Smartphone, you are now my servant. Welcome.


L1: What was the relationship before?  ____________________
L2: What is the relationship now?  ____________________
L3: What does 'you are my servant, welcome' reveal?  ____________________
Part II: Vocab | III: Translation | IV: Grammar
P1: dominate, thoughts, actions, undeserving, family | Tr: I am so tired of the way you d.. CN:__
G1-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. tired  B. dominate  C. thoughts  D. actions)  Ans:__
G1-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. dominate  B. thoughts  C. actions  D. undeserving)  Ans:__
P2: writing, complaint, lounge, mountains, watching | Tr: But on the other hand, I'm wri.. CN:__
G2-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. other  B. writing  C. complaint  D. lounge)  Ans:__
G2-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. writing  B. complaint  C. lounge  D. chair)  Ans:__
P3: Because, Smartphone, around, donate, charity | Tr: Because of you, Smartphone, I .. CN:__
G3-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Because  B. Smartphone  C. going  D. around)  Ans:__
G3-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Smartphone  B. going  C. around  D. world)  Ans:__
P4: actually, totally, should, basing, blowing | Tr: So it actually isn't you... CN:__
G4-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. actually  B. totally  C. should  D. basing)  Ans:__
G4-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. totally  B. should  C. basing  D. sense)  Ans:__
P5: strike, remind, appointments, obligations, meetings | Tr: So let's strike a deal: You ke.. CN:__
G5-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. strike  B. doing  C. great  D. remind)  Ans:__
G5-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. doing  B. great  C. remind  D. appointments)  Ans:__
P6: relationship, street, things, return, Smartphone | Tr: Our relationship used to be a .. CN:__
G6-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. relationship  B. street  C. great  D. things)  Ans:__
G6-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. street  B. great  C. things  D. bring)  Ans:__




