Saved in Shanghai — Worksheet
Part I: Reading & Questions
Para 1: War Reaches a Child
	Nina Admoni was six when Germany invaded her native Poland. Fleeing falling bombs and seeing starving people beg for food along the Trans-Siberian Railway were some of her first encounters with World War II.


L1: How old was Nina when war reached her?  ____________________
L2: What did Nina see along the Trans-Siberian Railway?  ____________________
L3: What does 'first encounters with World War II' imply?  ____________________
Para 2: Before Shanghai
	That was before she made it to Shanghai.


L1: What does this sentence mean?  ____________________
L2: Why is this a one-sentence paragraph?  ____________________
Para 3: A World Apart
	Thanks to good fortune and kindness, Nina's childhood years in Hongkou, Shanghai were a world apart from the horrors of Europe. She played hopscotch with her Chinese and Jewish friends and wandered along the Bund, the city's main fairway, to and from school each day.


L1: What did Nina play in Shanghai?  ____________________
L2: How did she go to school each day?  ____________________
L3: What does 'a world apart' tell us?  ____________________
Para 4: The Miracle of Shanghai
	During World War II, some 20,000 Jews found refuge from the Holocaust in the vibrant Chinese city. David Kranzler, a noted Holocaust historian, calls it the miracle of Shanghai, a rare bright spot in the dark tragedy of that era.


L1: How many Jews found refuge in Shanghai during WWII?  ____________________
L2: What does Kranzler call Shanghai?  ____________________
L3: What does 'rare bright spot' mean?  ____________________
Para 5: Nina Today
	After heading the Israel-America Chamber of Commerce for 26 years, Nina, now 79, is still an active woman who wakes up at 5 a.m. each day at her home in Tel Aviv. She looks back on her experience in Shanghai fondly, even idyllically. The Chinese people in Shanghai were very kind, she said softly. That is what I remember.


L1: How old is Nina now and where does she live?  ____________________
L2: How does Nina recall Shanghai?  ____________________
L3: What does 'That is what I remember' reveal?  ____________________
Para 6: A Divided City
	Shanghai, an international city, was then divided, as a result of foreign invasion, into sections such as the Shanghai International Settlement and the French Concession.


L1: How was Shanghai divided?  ____________________
L2: Why was Shanghai divided?  ____________________
Para 7: The Ghetto
	Nina's family first moved to the French Concession. They lived on Avenue Joffre. But by late 1943, the Germans told the Japanese that the Polish Jews were stateless. The Germans demanded that Shanghai's stateless Jews be moved to a designated area. Life in the designated area, the ghetto, was harsh. But it proved safe.


L1: Where did Nina's family first live?  ____________________
L2: Why were Jews moved to a designated area?  ____________________
L3: What does 'harsh but safe' mean?  ____________________
Para 8: Father Teaches at Home
	Nina, as a young girl, was free to leave the area and play with her friends; her father, on the other hand, was not allowed to move around, and could not continue the work he had found as an engineer. People needed passes to leave the designated area; yet they became increasingly difficult to obtain. Therefore her father could not but stay home most of the time. He taught Nina geography, history, mathematics, and literature. He had a large map on the wall, and he followed the war closely, using pins to mark the progress of the war. That is how I learned.


L1: Why couldn't Nina's father go outside?  ____________________
L2: What did the father teach Nina?  ____________________
L3: What does 'That is how I learned' reveal?  ____________________
Para 9: Playing Without Language
	I was young, and I really enjoyed playing with my Chinese friends, although I didn't speak a word of Chinese. You know, at that age you don't really need a common language; children find ways to speak to each other. We played a lot of games, she recounted, nostalgia in her voice.


L1: Could Nina speak Chinese?  ____________________
L2: Did children need a common language?  ____________________
L3: What does 'nostalgia in her voice' suggest?  ____________________
Para 10: A Shielded Childhood
	Nina attended the excellent Shanghai Jewish School, with the best teachers. While war destroyed the lives of so many children in distant Europe, Nina's concerns were whether she would be first, or second, in her class. She did not know the extent of the horrors at the start of the Holocaust, and if her parents did, they shielded her from the devastation.


L1: What school did Nina attend in Shanghai?  ____________________
L2: What were Nina's concerns while war destroyed lives in Europe?  ____________________
L3: What did her parents do to protect her?  ____________________
Part II: Vocab | III: Translation | IV: Grammar
P1: invade, flee, starving, encounter, native | Tr: Fleeing bombs was her first en.. CN:__
G1-1: Germany ___ Poland in 1939.  (A. invaded  B. invade  C. invading  D. invasion)  Ans:__
G1-2: ___ falling bombs was her first encounter.  (A. Fleeing  B. Fled  C. Flee  D. Flees)  Ans:__
G1-3: She saw ___ people beg for food.  (A. starving  B. starve  C. starved  D. starvation)  Ans:__
P2: make it, before | Tr: That was before she made it to.. CN:__
G2-1: She ___ it to Shanghai.  (A. made  B. did  C. went  D. came)  Ans:__
P3: thanks to, a world apart, hopscotch, wander, Bund | Tr: Thanks to kindness, her childh.. CN:__
G3-1: ___ to kindness, her childhood was different.  (A. Thanks  B. Because  C. Due  D. Owing)  Ans:__
G3-2: She ___ along the Bund.  (A. wandered  B. wondered  C. wander  D. wonders)  Ans:__
G3-3: The Bund, the city's main ___, is famous.  (A. fairway  B. fair  C. way  D. road)  Ans:__
P4: refuge, Holocaust, vibrant, noted, miracle, rare | Tr: Shanghai was a rare bright spo.. CN:__
G4-1: They found ___ from the Holocaust.  (A. refuge  B. refugee  C. shelter  D. safety)  Ans:__
G4-2: Some 20,000 Jews ___ refuge.  (A. found  B. find  C. finding  D. founds)  Ans:__
G4-3: It was a ___ bright spot.  (A. rare  B. rarely  C. rarity  D. rared)  Ans:__
P5: head, active, look back on, fondly, idyllically, softly | Tr: That is what I remember... CN:__
G5-1: She ___ the Chamber of Commerce.  (A. headed  B. heading  C. heads  D. head)  Ans:__
G5-2: She looks back ___ her experience.  (A. on  B. at  C. to  D. for)  Ans:__
G5-3: She said it ___.  (A. softly  B. soft  C. softness  D. softer)  Ans:__
P6: international, divide, as a result of, section, settlement, concession | Tr: Shanghai was divided into sect.. CN:__
G6-1: Shanghai was divided ___ sections.  (A. into  B. in  C. to  D. for)  Ans:__
G6-2: ___ a result of invasion, the city was divided.  (A. As  B. For  C. With  D. By)  Ans:__
P7: stateless, demand, designated, ghetto, harsh, prove | Tr: Life was harsh, but it proved .. CN:__
G7-1: They were ___.  (A. stateless  B. state  C. states  D. stateful)  Ans:__
G7-2: The Germans demanded that they ___ moved.  (A. be  B. were  C. are  D. being)  Ans:__
G7-3: Life was ___ but safe.  (A. harsh  B. harshly  C. harshness  D. harsher)  Ans:__
P8: on the other hand, pass, obtain, increasingly, literature, pin | Tr: That is how I learned... CN:__
G8-1: They needed ___ to leave.  (A. passes  B. pass  C. passed  D. passing)  Ans:__
G8-2: It became ___ difficult.  (A. increasingly  B. increasing  C. increase  D. increased)  Ans:__
G8-3: He could not ___ stay home.  (A. but  B. to  C. for  D. and)  Ans:__
P9: not a word, common language, recount, nostalgia | Tr: Children find ways to speak to.. CN:__
G9-1: I didn't speak ___ of Chinese.  (A. a word  B. word  C. words  D. the word)  Ans:__
G9-2: You don't need a ___ language.  (A. common  B. commonly  C. uncommon  D. commons)  Ans:__
G9-3: She ___, nostalgia in her voice.  (A. recounted  B. recount  C. recounts  D. recounting)  Ans:__
P10: excellent, concern, extent, shield, devastation | Tr: Her parents shielded her from .. CN:__
G10-1: She ___ the excellent school.  (A. attended  B. attend  C. attending  D. attends)  Ans:__
G10-2: They shielded her ___ the devastation.  (A. from  B. of  C. to  D. for)  Ans:__
G10-3: She did not know the ___ of the horrors.  (A. extent  B. extensive  C. extend  D. extension)  Ans:__




