Make a Difference — Worksheet
Part I: Reading & Questions
Para 1: Dropping Off the Youngest
	My wife and I have just dropped off our third and youngest child for his freshman year of college, and we are beginning the long trip home. Leaving your youngest child at college is an act of mixed emotions. We are excited, knowing what great experiences await him over the next four years, a bit worried that he will have most of those experiences without us, and sad that the nest will go empty with their flying.


L1: What did the author and his wife just do?  ____________________
L2: Why does the author call it 'an act of mixed emotions'?  ____________________
L3: What does 'the nest will go empty with their flying' metaphorically mean?  ____________________
Para 2: The Most Special Year
	Freshman year is exciting: perhaps the most special year in a young adult's life. It is a year when our children begin learning to develop an entirely new relationship with the world as they head down the road to independence.


L1: Why is freshman year the most special year?  ____________________
L2: What does 'an entirely new relationship with the world' mean?  ____________________
L3: Why is freshman year a 'road to independence'?  ____________________
Para 3: Davidson College
	Our youngest is at school at Davidson College in North Carolina, a liberal arts college with a strong academic tradition and high performance standards, a serious commitment to service, a global perspective and a highly competitive basketball program. Indeed, all of them are strong family values for us.


L1: Which college did the son go to and where is it?  ____________________
L2: What are the features of Davidson College?  ____________________
L3: Why does the author list all these features?  ____________________
Para 4: A Launching Pad
	I can't imagine a better place to go to school, or a better launching pad for the journey to becoming a useful, caring, honorable adult. Still, as I think about my son — and the more than two million other young people starting college this year — I can't help but wonder what the world holds in store for him and whether the brilliant, well-rounded education he is about to receive will prove to be enough.


L1: How does the author evaluate this school?  ____________________
L2: What does 'launching pad' metaphorically mean?  ____________________
L3: Why does the author say 'useful, caring, honorable'?  ____________________
Para 5: Troubling News
	On the way home, I glanced over the newspapers. There was nothing heartening in the news: from the debate over Iran's nuclear intentions and what should be done about them to a new report suggesting the Gulf oil spill is not breaking down as rapidly as once thought. And that's just the front page above the fold. I know every generation faces its own challenges, but there is a magnitude and deadliness to today's problems that troubles me.


L1: What did the author see on the way home?  ____________________
L2: Why does the author mention 'troubling news' right after praising the school?  ____________________
L3: What does the contrast between school and world reveal?  ____________________
Para 6: The Torch Will Pass
	Of course, the world has always had its urgent challenges. That was certainly true when my parents dropped me off at college 40 years ago this week. It's hard to imagine what the world will look like another 40 years from now. Will humankind be thriving, getting by, or overpowered by hunger or the spread of disease or climate change or extremism?


L1: What do 40 years ago and now have in common?  ____________________
L2: What does 'the torch will pass' metaphorically mean?  ____________________
L3: Why does the author connect past and present?  ____________________
Para 7: Einstein's Words
	Soon enough, the torch will pass from us to our children. So how should our children prepare for the road ahead, and what should the college experience be offering them? On this question, I find the words of Albert Einstein particularly instructive. "Imagination is more important than knowledge," Einstein wrote, "for knowledge is limited to all we now know and understand, while imagination embraces the entire world." Hold that thought and consider it alongside these words, also written by Einstein: "The value of a man should be seen in what he gives and not in what he is able to receive."


L1: What two things did Einstein say?  ____________________
L2: What does Einstein's quote mean?  ____________________
L3: Why does the author quote Einstein here?  ____________________
Para 8: More Than Book Learning
	Book learning and lab time are, of course, highly important, but Einstein and I believe they are most helpful when they are accompanied by a sharp sense of inquiry, a good world-view, and a genuine commitment to community and helping others. Four years from now we hope our son becomes self-assured and self-aware, with a sense of opportunity and one of obligation — and with the imagination to make a difference.


L1: What does book learning need to be combined with?  ____________________
L2: Why is book learning alone not enough?  ____________________
L3: What does this suggest about the purpose of education?  ____________________
Para 9: Passion and Heart
	Finally, there is this thought. For the last year or so, these kids, the class of 2014, have been measured to an extraordinary degree by GPAs and test scores. Thankfully, those days are gone. Now it is their passion, honesty, ability to imagine, and the size of their heart that matters most. I think they will do fine.


L1: What were students measured by in the past?  ____________________
L2: What matters most now according to the author?  ____________________
L3: What does 'I think they will do fine' reveal about the author's final attitude?  ____________________
Part II: Vocab | III: Translation | IV: Grammar
P1: drop off, freshman, mixed emotions, await, nest, empty | Tr: Leaving your youngest child at coll.. CN:__
G1-1: We have just ___ off our youngest child.  (A. drop  B. dropped  C. dropping  D. to drop)  Ans:__
G1-2: ___ your child at college is an act of mixed emotions.  (A. Leave  B. Leaving  C. To leave  D. Left)  Ans:__
G1-3: We are a bit ___ about him.  (A. worry  B. worried  C. worrying  D. to worry)  Ans:__
P2: entirely, relationship, independence, head down, adult | Tr: It is a year when children begin to.. CN:__
G2-1: It is a year ___ children begin to develop independence.  (A. that  B. when  C. which  D. what)  Ans:__
G2-2: They head ___ the road to independence.  (A. down  B. up  C. to  D. for)  Ans:__
G2-3: It is an ___ new relationship.  (A. entirely  B. entire  C. entirety  D. entireness)  Ans:__
P3: liberal arts, academic, commitment, perspective, competitive, value | Tr: Davidson College is a liberal arts .. CN:__
G3-1: It is a college ___ a strong tradition.  (A. with  B. in  C. of  D. for)  Ans:__
G3-2: All of them are strong family ___ for us.  (A. value  B. values  C. valuable  D. valuing)  Ans:__
G3-3: They have a ___ to service.  (A. commit  B. commitment  C. committed  D. committing)  Ans:__
P4: launching pad, honorable, hold in store, well-rounded, can't help but, prove | Tr: I can't help but wonder what the wo.. CN:__
G4-1: I can't help ___ wonder about his future.  (A. but  B. to  C. for  D. and)  Ans:__
G4-2: He is ___ to receive a well-rounded education.  (A. about  B. going  C. supposed  D. ready)  Ans:__
G4-3: I can't imagine a ___ place.  (A. good  B. better  C. best  D. well)  Ans:__
P5: glance, heartening, break down, fold, magnitude, deadly, trouble | Tr: There was nothing heartening in the.. CN:__
G5-1: I ___ over the newspapers.  (A. glanced  B. stared  C. glimpsed  D. watched)  Ans:__
G5-2: There is a ___ to today's problems.  (A. magnitude  B. magnificent  C. magnify  D. magnificence)  Ans:__
G5-3: The oil spill is not ___ down rapidly.  (A. break  B. breaking  C. broke  D. broken)  Ans:__
P6: urgent, thriving, get by, overpower, humankind, extremism, climate change | Tr: Will humankind be thriving, getting.. CN:__
G6-1: It's hard ___ what the world will look like.  (A. imagine  B. to imagine  C. imagining  D. imagined)  Ans:__
G6-2: Will humankind be ___ by hunger?  (A. overpower  B. overpowered  C. overpowering  D. to overpower)  Ans:__
G6-3: The world has always had ___ challenges.  (A. urge  B. urgent  C. urgently  D. urgency)  Ans:__
P7: torch, instructive, imagination, embrace, alongside, value, receive | Tr: Imagination is more important than .. CN:__
G7-1: Knowledge is limited ___ what we know.  (A. to  B. in  C. for  D. with)  Ans:__
G7-2: Imagination ___ the entire world.  (A. embrace  B. embraces  C. embracing  D. embraced)  Ans:__
G7-3: The value of a man should be seen in what he ___.  (A. give  B. gives  C. giving  D. gave)  Ans:__
P8: inquiry, genuine, commitment, self-assured, self-aware, obligation, make a difference | Tr: We hope our son becomes self-assure.. CN:__
G8-1: They are most helpful when ___ by a sense of inquiry.  (A. accompany  B. accompanied  C. accompanying  D. to accompany)  Ans:__
G8-2: A sense of opportunity and ___ of obligation.  (A. one  B. that  C. it  D. this)  Ans:__
G8-3: He has the imagination ___ a difference.  (A. make  B. to make  C. making  D. made)  Ans:__
P9: extraordinary, GPA, thankfully, passion, honesty, matter, fine | Tr: Now it is their passion and honesty.. CN:__
G9-1: It is their passion ___ matters most.  (A. that  B. which  C. what  D. who)  Ans:__
G9-2: They have been measured to an ___ degree.  (A. extraordinary  B. extraordinarily  C. extraordinariness  D. extraordinaire)  Ans:__
G9-3: Thankfully, those days ___ gone.  (A. is  B. are  C. was  D. were)  Ans:__




