Guardians of Dunhuang — Worksheet
Part I: Reading & Questions
Para 1: Ji Xianlin's Words
	"My inner voice tells me to stay here, perhaps forever," the distinguished linguist and Buddhism researcher Ji Xianlin wrote of the Mogao Caves in his book The Journey to Dunhuang. "Though my body must leave, my heart belongs to Dunhuang forever."


L1: What did Ji Xianlin write about the Mogao Caves?  ____________________
L2: Why does the author start with Ji Xianlin's quote?  ____________________
L3: What does 'my heart belongs to Dunhuang forever' reveal?  ____________________
Para 2: The Mogao Caves
	Ji was not the first or the last to be fascinated by the Mogao Caves, now listed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Located at a strategic point along the Silk Road in Gansu province, carved into the cliffs, the 735 caves house colored statues, frescoes, and Buddhist scriptures. They were first built by monks in the year 360. As time went by, the site became a gathering place for worshippers, traders and other travelers, but it declined after the Yuan dynasty and sank into oblivion. It was not until the early 20th century that the caves were rediscovered; since then, they have again attracted people's attention, with a number of famous scholars and painters visiting the caves to study them. Some have even devoted their lives to protecting the cave art and keeping it alive. Among them, Chang Shuhong and Fan Jinshi stand out as two shining examples of such passionate commitment.


L1: Where are the Mogao Caves located?  ____________________
L2: What do the 735 caves house?  ____________________
L3: Who are the two shining examples mentioned?  ____________________
Para 3: Chang Shuhong's Calling
	As an aspiring young man, Chang Shuhong attended fine art schools in France and was making a name for himself there by winning numerous awards for his oil paintings in the 1920s and 30s. But all this was soon to change, after he came across a book on the Dunhuang caves. Chang was amazed to discover that China had such a long-hidden treasure house of art! For him, this was hard to resist: It was an immediate connection with Dunhuang, a moment when he felt he had been called upon to make a commitment.


L1: What was Chang Shuhong doing in France?  ____________________
L2: What changed Chang's life?  ____________________
L3: What does 'an immediate connection' mean?  ____________________
Para 4: Hardship Worth It
	Chang returned to China and helped establish a research institute to study the Dunhuang cave art. In 1943, he and his team arrived at Dunhuang, only to find that they were short of funds and that the conditions were beyond description. They had to work in a temple, drinking salty, muddy water, and eating rock-hard pancakes and plain noodles. However, Chang wrote to his wife, "All the suffering is worth it! Yes! At first glance, I said to myself, I will be happy to die here." Over the years, he and his colleagues searched for cultural relics, copied frescoes, numbered caves, thus systematically and meticulously studying and protecting the treasures of Dunhuang.


L1: What conditions did Chang and his team face?  ____________________
L2: What did Chang write to his wife?  ____________________
L3: What does 'I will be happy to die here' reveal?  ____________________
Para 5: Fan Jinshi, Daughter of Dunhuang
	Following in Chang's footsteps came Fan Jinshi, widely known as the daughter of Dunhuang for dedicating her whole life to the cause of protecting the caves. Her admirable work has earned her several national titles, including the 100 people who touched China award, and the outstanding contributor to the cultural heritage preservation award. Born in Beijing but brought up in Shanghai, Fan graduated from Peking University with an archaeology degree and first came to Dunhuang on an internship in 1963. To say I didn't hesitate to stay is a lie. Dunhuang is a different world from Beijing and Shanghai, Fan admitted. However, she was completely overcome by the beauty of the ancient artworks.


L1: Who is Fan Jinshi?  ____________________
L2: When did Fan first come to Dunhuang?  ____________________
L3: Why did Fan stay despite hesitation?  ____________________
Para 6: Digital Dunhuang
	Fan did much of her research without electricity until the 1980s, when conditions improved slightly. Through her painstaking work, she was able to date the various caves and their construction by dynasty. Later as vice-president, then president of the Dunhuang Academy, Fan took charge of site planning, scientific research, environmental monitoring and control, and visitor management. She saw challenges to protecting the site; when quickening erosion and over-tourism became serious threats. "Frescos can't be remade; neither can they be preserved forever," Fan said, "so sustainable use of the relics, innovative in digital preservation and welcome visitors and ease pressure on the caves." Fan also launched the Digital Dunhuang project to build a database of all the statues and frescos, using state-of-the-art technology: "Despite our efforts to reduce damage, we can't completely stop them from being eroded. But the digital database will last," she said.


L1: What challenges did Fan face?  ____________________
L2: What is the Digital Dunhuang project?  ____________________
L3: Why can't frescos be preserved forever but digital database can?  ____________________
Para 7: Lifelong Devotion
	Indeed, thanks to the lifelong devotion and personal sacrifices of these guardians, Chang Shuhong, Fan Jinshi and their colleagues, the Mogao Caves will be able to continue astonishing the world far into the future.


L1: What is the result of the guardians' devotion?  ____________________
L2: Who are the guardians mentioned?  ____________________
L3: What does 'lifelong devotion and personal sacrifices' mean?  ____________________
Part II: Vocab | III: Translation | IV: Grammar
P1: perhaps, forever, distinguished, linguist, Buddhism | Tr: "My inner voice tells me to st.. CN:__
G1-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. inner  B. voice  C. tells  D. perhaps)  Ans:__
G1-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. voice  B. tells  C. perhaps  D. forever)  Ans:__
P2: fascinated, listed, UNESCO, Heritage, Located | Tr: Ji was not the first or the la.. CN:__
G2-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. first  B. fascinated  C. Mogao  D. Caves)  Ans:__
G2-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. fascinated  B. Mogao  C. Caves  D. listed)  Ans:__
P3: aspiring, Shuhong, attended, schools, France | Tr: As an aspiring young man, Chan.. CN:__
G3-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. aspiring  B. young  C. Chang  D. Shuhong)  Ans:__
G3-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. young  B. Chang  C. Shuhong  D. attended)  Ans:__
P4: returned, helped, establish, research, institute | Tr: Chang returned to China and he.. CN:__
G4-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Chang  B. returned  C. China  D. helped)  Ans:__
G4-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. returned  B. China  C. helped  D. establish)  Ans:__
P5: Following, footsteps, Jinshi, widely, daughter | Tr: Following in Chang's footsteps.. CN:__
G5-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Following  B. Chang  C. footsteps  D. Jinshi)  Ans:__
G5-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Chang  B. footsteps  C. Jinshi  D. widely)  Ans:__
P6: research, without, electricity, conditions, improved | Tr: Fan did much of her research w.. CN:__
G6-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. research  B. without  C. electricity  D. until)  Ans:__
G6-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. without  B. electricity  C. until  D. conditions)  Ans:__
P7: Indeed, thanks, lifelong, devotion, personal | Tr: Indeed, thanks to the lifelong.. CN:__
G7-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Indeed  B. thanks  C. lifelong  D. devotion)  Ans:__
G7-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. thanks  B. lifelong  C. devotion  D. personal)  Ans:__




