Go It Alone — Worksheet
Part I: Reading & Questions
Para 1: A New Policy for Freshmen
	With an eye to increasing college students' independence and improving their social skills, Chinese universities are encouraging freshmen to enroll by themselves without their parents' help.


L1: What are Chinese universities encouraging freshmen to do?  ____________________
L2: Why is this policy called 'Go It Alone'?  ____________________
L3: What does this policy reveal about the universities' expectations?  ____________________
Para 2: The Old Scene
	It used to be quite a scene when families accompanied their children to college enrollment in China.


L1: What was the old scene at college enrollment in China?  ____________________
L2: Why does the author call it 'quite a scene'?  ____________________
L3: What does 'quite a scene' imply about the author's attitude?  ____________________
Para 3: Vehicles Packed with Luggage
	Vehicles packed with luggage usually filled campuses, while parents carrying bags would follow their children everywhere to help them handle procedures and get them settled in at dormitories.


L1: What did campuses look like in the past?  ____________________
L2: Why does the author describe 'vehicles packed with luggage'?  ____________________
L3: What does this description suggest about parenting culture?  ____________________
Para 4: A Different Scene at Tsinghua
	However, it was a different scene at Tsinghua University on Wednesday, when more than 3,000 freshmen reported to school and finished all the procedures themselves.


L1: What happened at Tsinghua University on Wednesday?  ____________________
L2: How is Tsinghua's scene different from the old scene?  ____________________
L3: Why does the author use 'However' to introduce Tsinghua's scene?  ____________________
Para 5: The Yellow Line
	A yellow line drawn across the entrance of the school arena separated parents from their children, who entered the gym alone with their documentation. The students would spend as much as three hours dealing with the enrollment procedures, including department registration, credential collection and room distribution.


L1: How did Tsinghua separate parents from students?  ____________________
L2: Why did Tsinghua draw a yellow line?  ____________________
L3: What does the yellow line symbolize?  ____________________
Para 6: Senior Schoolmates Help
	Senior schoolmates helped new students transfer their baggage and explore the campus.


L1: Who helped new students transfer baggage and explore the campus?  ____________________
L2: Why did senior schoolmates help instead of parents?  ____________________
L3: What does this peer-help system suggest about university culture?  ____________________
Para 7: The President's Vision
	The move, launched by Tsinghua University last year, is expected to improve young Chinese people's self-reliance and independent spirit at a crucial stage of life, university President Chen Jining said.


L1: Who launched this move and when?  ____________________
L2: What is the goal of this move according to President Chen?  ____________________
L3: Why is this a 'crucial stage of life'?  ____________________
Para 8: Independent Personalities
	"An important goal of higher education is cultivating students' independent personalities, which should be embodied in every process of campus life," said Chen, who wrote a brief message with the admission letter that encouraged students to leave their parents behind on enrollment day.


L1: What is an important goal of higher education?  ____________________
L2: Why is 'independent personalities' a goal of higher education?  ____________________
L3: What does 'independent personalities' mean beyond just doing things alone?  ____________________
Para 9: No Spoiling
	"How can youngsters grow up with their parents spoiling them and taking care of everything? We expect to make a difference from the beginning."


L1: What does the president think about parents spoiling children?  ____________________
L2: What is the rhetorical effect of this question?  ____________________
L3: What does 'make a difference from the beginning' mean?  ____________________
Para 10: Positive Response
	The call got a positive response from students.


L1: How did students respond to the call?  ____________________
L2: Why did students respond positively?  ____________________
L3: What does the positive response suggest about students' attitudes?  ____________________
Para 11: Feng Lei's Journey
	Feng Lei, a student from Gansu province who will study hydraulic engineering, took a 25-hour train ride to Beijing with only one schoolmate.


L1: Where is Feng Lei from and what does he study?  ____________________
L2: Why does the author mention Feng Lei specifically?  ____________________
L3: What does Feng Lei's 25-hour train ride show?  ____________________
Para 12: A New Stage of Life
	"It's my first long trip without my parents, and I am actually quite excited about it," he said. "Coming to the university opens a new stage of my life, and I should learn to take care of myself from the start."


L1: How does Feng Lei feel about his first long trip without parents?  ____________________
L2: Why is Feng Lei excited rather than nervous?  ____________________
L3: What does Feng Lei's attitude reveal about his readiness for university?  ____________________
Para 13: Three New Friends
	Feng said he has already made three new friends after enrollment and it really helps to get to know each other.


L1: How many new friends did Feng Lei make after enrollment?  ____________________
L2: Why does making friends matter for freshmen?  ____________________
L3: What does 'it really helps to get to know each other' imply?  ____________________
Para 14: Other Universities Follow
	Inspired by Tsinghua, other universities have also launched their own campaigns to encourage students to enroll alone. Experts said these independence-improving initiatives should be promoted.


L1: How did other universities respond to Tsinghua's move?  ____________________
L2: Why does the author mention other universities following Tsinghua?  ____________________
L3: What does this trend suggest about Chinese higher education?  ____________________
Para 15: A Major Concern
	"The lack of independence has been a major concern for kids born in the 1990s as parents arranged everything, which instead hampered their all-around development," said Xiong Bingqi, vice-president of the 21st Century Education Research Institute.


L1: What is the major concern for kids born in the 1990s?  ____________________
L2: Why does Xiong Bingqi say parents 'arranged everything'?  ____________________
L3: What does 'hampered their all-around development' mean?  ____________________
Para 16: Live on Their Own
	"Such campaigns will help them realize that they have to live their lives on their own, and schools should provide more independence-developing programs to go with academic education."


L1: What should these campaigns help students realize?  ____________________
L2: What does 'live their lives on their own' mean?  ____________________
L3: Why does the author end with schools providing more independence-developing programs?  ____________________
Part II: Vocab | III: Translation | IV: Grammar
P1: independence, enroll, encourage, freshman, social skills | Tr: Chinese universities are encou.. CN:__
G1-1: With an eye to ___ independence, universities encourage self-enrollment.  (A. increase  B. increasing  C. increased  D. to increase)  Ans:__
G1-2: Universities encourage freshmen ___ by themselves.  (A. enroll  B. enrolling  C. to enroll  D. enrolled)  Ans:__
P2: scene, accompany, enrollment, used to | Tr: It used to be quite a scene wh.. CN:__
G2-1: It ___ to be quite a scene.  (A. used  B. uses  C. is used  D. was used)  Ans:__
G2-2: Families ___ their children to college.  (A. accompanied  B. company  C. companion  D. accompanying)  Ans:__
P3: pack, vehicle, procedure, settle in, dormitory, handle | Tr: Parents would follow their chi.. CN:__
G3-1: Vehicles ___ with luggage filled campuses.  (A. pack  B. packed  C. packing  D. to pack)  Ans:__
G3-2: Parents help them get ___ in at dormitories.  (A. settle  B. settled  C. settling  D. to settle)  Ans:__
P4: however, report, procedure, themselves, freshman | Tr: More than 3,000 freshmen repor.. CN:__
G4-1: ___, it was a different scene at Tsinghua.  (A. However  B. Although  C. Despite  D. But)  Ans:__
G4-2: They finished all the procedures ___.  (A. them  B. themselves  C. theirs  D. they)  Ans:__
P5: separate, documentation, credential, registration, distribution, procedure | Tr: A yellow line separated parent.. CN:__
G5-1: A yellow line ___ across the entrance separated parents from children.  (A. draw  B. drawn  C. drawing  D. to draw)  Ans:__
G5-2: Students spend three hours ___ with procedures.  (A. deal  B. dealing  C. to deal  D. dealt)  Ans:__
G5-3: The line separated parents ___ their children.  (A. from  B. with  C. to  D. and)  Ans:__
P6: senior, schoolmate, baggage, explore, transfer | Tr: Senior schoolmates helped new .. CN:__
G6-1: Senior schoolmates helped new students ___ their baggage.  (A. transfer  B. transferring  C. to transferring  D. transferred)  Ans:__
G6-2: They helped new students explore ___ campus.  (A. a  B. the  C. an  D. /)  Ans:__
P7: launch, self-reliance, crucial, independent, stage, president | Tr: The move is expected to improv.. CN:__
G7-1: The move, ___ by Tsinghua, is expected to improve self-reliance.  (A. launch  B. launched  C. launching  D. to launch)  Ans:__
G7-2: The move is expected ___ improve self-reliance.  (A. to  B. for  C. in  D. at)  Ans:__
G7-3: It's a ___ stage of life.  (A. crucial  B. crucially  C. crisis  D. crucialness)  Ans:__
P8: cultivate, personality, embody, admission, brief, leave behind | Tr: An important goal of higher ed.. CN:__
G8-1: The goal is ___ students' independent personalities.  (A. cultivate  B. cultivating  C. to cultivate  D. cultivated)  Ans:__
G8-2: Personalities should be ___ in every process.  (A. embody  B. embodied  C. embodying  D. to embody)  Ans:__
G8-3: He wrote a message ___ encouraged students to leave parents behind.  (A. what  B. which  C. that  D. who)  Ans:__
P9: spoil, youngster, grow up, make a difference, beginning | Tr: How can youngsters grow up wit.. CN:__
G9-1: How can youngsters grow up with parents ___ them?  (A. spoil  B. spoiling  C. spoiled  D. to spoil)  Ans:__
G9-2: We expect to make a difference ___ the beginning.  (A. from  B. in  C. at  D. to)  Ans:__
P10: response, positive, call | Tr: The call got a positive respon.. CN:__
G10-1: The call got a positive ___ from students.  (A. respond  B. response  C. responsive  D. responding)  Ans:__
P11: hydraulic, engineering, province, schoolmate, train ride | Tr: Feng Lei took a 25-hour train .. CN:__
G11-1: Feng Lei, ___ will study hydraulic engineering, took a train ride.  (A. that  B. which  C. who  D. whom)  Ans:__
G11-2: He took a ___ train ride to Beijing.  (A. 25-hour  B. 25 hours  C. 25-hours  D. 25 hour)  Ans:__
P12: excited, actually, stage, take care of, from the start | Tr: Coming to the university opens.. CN:__
G12-1: I am quite ___ about the trip.  (A. excite  B. excited  C. exciting  D. excitement)  Ans:__
G12-2: ___ to the university opens a new stage.  (A. Come  B. Coming  C. To come  D. Came)  Ans:__
G12-3: I should learn to take care of ___ from the start.  (A. me  B. my  C. myself  D. mine)  Ans:__
P13: make friends, enrollment, get to know, each other, help | Tr: He has already made three new .. CN:__
G13-1: It really helps ___ each other.  (A. get to know  B. get knowing  C. to getting to know  D. got to know)  Ans:__
G13-2: He has already made three new ___.  (A. friend  B. friends  C. friendly  D. friendship)  Ans:__
P14: inspire, campaign, initiative, promote, expert | Tr: Other universities have also l.. CN:__
G14-1: ___ by Tsinghua, other universities followed.  (A. Inspire  B. Inspired  C. Inspiring  D. To inspire)  Ans:__
G14-2: These initiatives should be ___.  (A. promote  B. promoted  C. promoting  D. to promote)  Ans:__
P15: lack, concern, arrange, hamper, all-around, vice-president | Tr: The lack of independence has b.. CN:__
G15-1: ___ parents arranged everything, kids lacked independence.  (A. As  B. When  C. While  D. Unless)  Ans:__
G15-2: Parents arranged everything, ___ hampered development.  (A. that  B. which  C. what  D. who)  Ans:__
G15-3: The lack of independence ___ a major concern.  (A. is  B. has been  C. was  D. were)  Ans:__
P16: realize, on one's own, provide, program, academic, go with | Tr: They have to live their lives .. CN:__
G16-1: Such campaigns help them ___ that they must live on their own.  (A. realize  B. realizing  C. to realizing  D. realized)  Ans:__
G16-2: Schools should provide more programs ___ with academic education.  (A. go  B. to go  C. going  D. gone)  Ans:__
G16-3: They have to live their lives on their ___.  (A. own  B. self  C. alone  D. them)  Ans:__




