Global Water Scarcity — Worksheet
Part I: Reading & Questions
Para 1: Water Taken for Granted
	For many people, water has never been a big story in their lives. This is because they live in communities that have good water supply systems. They turn on the tap and water flows. They flush the toilet and waste goes away. Water is just there, every day, the same. It is taken for granted.


L1: Why is water not a big story for some people?  ____________________
L2: What does 'taken for granted' mean?  ____________________
L3: Why does the author start with people who take water for granted?  ____________________
Para 2: A Daily Struggle
	But for many others, water is a daily struggle. According to the United Nations, over 2 billion people live in countries experiencing high water stress. Water scarcity is not just a problem of the future. It is here, now, and it affects billions of people worldwide.


L1: How many people live in countries with high water stress?  ____________________
L2: Is water scarcity a future problem?  ____________________
L3: What does 'not just a problem of the future' imply?  ____________________
Para 3: Water and Health
	But why should you care? We should care because a lot of the fatalities in the world are related to water. Unsafe water is a leading cause of disease and death. When people drink contaminated water, they get sick. Children are especially vulnerable. Every day, children die from diseases caused by dirty water.


L1: Why should we care about water?  ____________________
L2: Who are especially vulnerable?  ____________________
L3: What does 'a leading cause' suggest about the severity?  ____________________
Para 4: Water and Hunger
	Water is also closely related to hunger. It takes a lot of water to grow food and care for animals. Experts say that globally we use 70 percent of our water sources for agriculture and irrigation, and only 10 percent on domestic uses. Less water means crops that need water to grow have lower yields. It means farm animals will die and others will not do well without water. The result is constant hunger and thirst and a low quality of life.


L1: How much water is used for agriculture?  ____________________
L2: What happens when there is less water?  ____________________
L3: What does the 70% vs 10% contrast reveal?  ____________________
Para 5: Water and Sanitation
	Lack of clean water also means lack of sanitation. Without enough water, hospitals and clinics are forced to use very little water for cleaning. This risks the health of the staff and people who use the facilities.


L1: What does lack of clean water mean for sanitation?  ____________________
L2: Who is at risk when hospitals lack water?  ____________________
L3: What does this paragraph reveal about water's role?  ____________________
Para 6: Water and Education
	At first sight it is a bit hard to see how water and education are related. Yet in many parts of the world children have to be up at dawn to collect water for the family. They have to walk for several miles to get water. The children get tired and some have to miss school as a result.


L1: How are water and education related?  ____________________
L2: Why do children have to collect water?  ____________________
L3: What does 'miss school as a result' reveal?  ____________________
Para 7: Water and Economy
	Access to quality water is key to economic prosperity and better living standards. Manufacturing, farming, and mining all need a lot of water to thrive. Lack of water means no economic activities will happen and the people will be in constant poverty.


L1: What industries need a lot of water?  ____________________
L2: What happens without water for the economy?  ____________________
L3: What does 'key to economic prosperity' mean?  ____________________
Para 8: What You Can Do
	Sometimes the magnitude of a problem can make one feel that there is nothing that can be done. But there is a lot you can do for water. There is a high chance that people reading this do not live in water deprived areas, and may think it is not their problem. Here is what you can do to help.


L1: What do people who don't live in water-deprived areas think?  ____________________
L2: Why does the author say 'there is a lot you can do'?  ____________________
L3: What does 'not their problem' reveal about attitudes?  ____________________
Para 9: Learn and Talk
	Learn about the water crisis, just like you are doing. If you understand a problem, you are in a better position to have a solution. Talk about it with family and friends. Look out for news and facts on water shortages and crisis areas.


L1: What should you do first?  ____________________
L2: What else can you do?  ____________________
L3: What does 'understand a problem' mean?  ____________________
Para 10: Join and Donate
	Be part of competitions, organizations and societies that aim to preserve and defend natural resources including water. Speak to family and friends about donating or helping out charity groups to provide water to the most needy places.


L1: What organizations should you join?  ____________________
L2: What should you speak to family and friends about?  ____________________
L3: What does 'charity groups' suggest about the solution?  ____________________
Para 11: Every Drop Counts
	Never assume that your society is too advanced to experience water shortages. Minimize the amount of water you use. Turn off taps when not in use. Report leaks. Use water-saving appliances. Every drop counts.


L1: What should you never assume?  ____________________
L2: What actions can you take?  ____________________
L3: What does 'every drop counts' mean?  ____________________
Part II: Vocab | III: Translation | IV: Grammar
P1: people, because, communities, supply, systems | Tr: For many people, water has nev.. CN:__
G1-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. people  B. water  C. never  D. story)  Ans:__
G1-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. water  B. never  C. story  D. their)  Ans:__
P2: others, struggle, According, United, Nations | Tr: But for many others, water is .. CN:__
G2-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. others  B. water  C. daily  D. struggle)  Ans:__
G2-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. water  B. daily  C. struggle  D. According)  Ans:__
P3: should, because, fatalities, related, Unsafe | Tr: But why should you care?.. CN:__
G3-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. should  B. because  C. fatalities  D. world)  Ans:__
G3-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. because  B. fatalities  C. world  D. related)  Ans:__
P4: closely, related, hunger, animals, Experts | Tr: Water is also closely related .. CN:__
G4-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Water  B. closely  C. related  D. hunger)  Ans:__
G4-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. closely  B. related  C. hunger  D. takes)  Ans:__
P5: sanitation, Without, enough, hospitals, clinics | Tr: Lack of clean water also means.. CN:__
G5-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. clean  B. water  C. means  D. sanitation)  Ans:__
G5-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. water  B. means  C. sanitation  D. Without)  Ans:__
P6: education, related, children, collect, family | Tr: At first sight it is a bit har.. CN:__
G6-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. first  B. sight  C. water  D. education)  Ans:__
G6-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. sight  B. water  C. education  D. related)  Ans:__
P7: Access, quality, economic, prosperity, better | Tr: Access to quality water is key.. CN:__
G7-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Access  B. quality  C. water  D. economic)  Ans:__
G7-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. quality  B. water  C. economic  D. prosperity)  Ans:__
P8: Sometimes, magnitude, problem, nothing, chance | Tr: Sometimes the magnitude of a p.. CN:__
G8-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Sometimes  B. magnitude  C. problem  D. there)  Ans:__
G8-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. magnitude  B. problem  C. there  D. nothing)  Ans:__
P9: crisis, understand, problem, better, position | Tr: Learn about the water crisis, .. CN:__
G9-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Learn  B. about  C. water  D. crisis)  Ans:__
G9-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. about  B. water  C. crisis  D. doing)  Ans:__
P10: competitions, organizations, societies, preserve, defend | Tr: Be part of competitions, organ.. CN:__
G10-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. competitions  B. organizations  C. societies  D. preserve)  Ans:__
G10-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. organizations  B. societies  C. preserve  D. defend)  Ans:__
P11: assume, society, advanced, experience, shortages | Tr: Never assume that your society.. CN:__
G11-1: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. Never  B. assume  C. society  D. advanced)  Ans:__
G11-2: Choose the correct word: "___" in context.  (A. assume  B. society  C. advanced  D. experience)  Ans:__




